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Report by Richard Guttridge 


THE £350 million Midland 
Metropolitan Hospital could 
now be delayed until 2022 - 
four years after it was origi¬ 
nally due to open. 

Health chiefs said they are striving 
to ensure the super hospital being 
built in Smethwick - which has been 
plunged into crisis by the collapse of 
Carillion - would be ready for 2020, 
admitting a delay of a further two 
years was possible. 

Trust bosses are desperately working to get a 
new contractor confirmed so work on the hos¬ 
pital, which is around two-thirds complete, can 
resume. Construction stopped following the 
collapse of Wolverhampton-based engineering 
giant Carillion in January. 

Chiefs remain optimistic work will start 
again in June in an attempt to have the hos¬ 
pital up and running by the new target date of 
2020. However, Sandwell NHS trust chief exec¬ 
utive Toby Lewis conceded further delays were 
possible. The abandonment of the Midland 
Met has resulted in the site ‘deteriorating’, Mr 
Lewis said. 

Intensive 

And he admitted it was unlikely a definite 
position on the opening would be known until 
next year. In a report to board members, Mr 
Lewis said: “After many weeks of intensive 
work clarity and certainty continues to elude 
us all. 

“What is apparent is that the site is deterio¬ 
rating now and that rework costs will therefore 
be significant. 

“We continue to press for an early restart 
and therefore the most rapid route to a sin¬ 
gle acute hospital, which in our view could be 
achieved by 2020. 

“Some options being considered make a 2022 
opening date more likely, with certainty not 
achieved until early next year owing to chosen 
procurement routes in an uncertain supplier 
market.” 

The Midland Met, which will become 
Sandwell’s main hospital when completed, was 
originally due to open later this year. 

Engineering problems put the opening date 
back before the demise of Carillion sparked a 
full-scale crisis over its future. Work will re¬ 
main at a standstill until a contractor is con¬ 
firmed by The Hospital Company, a move which 
will add £125m to the £350m hospital bill. 

Swedish construction firm Skanska had been 
identified as the preferred new builder. 


A COUNCILLOR has paid tribute to the 
emergency service response to flooding in 
Wednesbury. Leabrook Road turned into a 
river on Thursday after a water main was 
damaged, causing millions of litres of water 
to be released which affected homes, Lea 
Brook Methodist Church and nearby roads. 

Wednesbury South ward councillor has 
paid tribute to the efforts of the fire, ambu¬ 
lance and police who helped out at the scene. 

Councillor Lloyd said: “I think they did a 
fantastic job particularly when you consider 


how quickly it all happened. They were there 
within minutes and had managed to clear it 
by the end of the day. I’ve spoken to people 
around the area and everybody seems to have 
taken it in their stride. It has affected people’s 
homes and affected individuals but there is a 
plan in place now.” 

However, during their attempts to deal 
with the problems, firefighters say they saw 
youths trying to break into vehicles stranded 
in the floods. There were also reports of chil¬ 
dren throwing stones into the floodwater, 


close to where crews were working. Around 60 
firefighters - including specialist water rescue 
teams - rushed to the scene near Wednesbury 
Parkway tram station at around 10am. 

A police spokesman confirmed the report 
had been received, with the crimes alleged 
to have taken place at 5.15pm. Firefighters 
also asked police to deal with youths throw¬ 
ing rubbish, including stones, into water close 
to where they were working. But no-one re¬ 
ported being hit. 

• Clean-up - Page 3 


ACCIDENT 

Pedestrian badly 
hurt after crash 

A MAN in his 50s was seriously hurt when 
he was hit by a car on a busy road. He was 
taken to the major trauma centre at Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital in Birmingham after the 
crash on Wolverhampton Road, Oldbury. 

The incident happened shortly before 
11 pm on Monday, near the Ramada Hotel 
and junction with Titford Road, and a 
stretch of the main road remained closed 
until 8am on Tuesday. The pedestrian suf¬ 
fered serious leg injuries and minor injuries 
to his head and chest. An ambulance ser¬ 
vice spokesman said: “He was treated for 
serious leg injuries as well as minor injuries 
to his head and chest.” 

EMERGENCY 

Co-op evacuated 
after fire starts up 

STAFF were evacuated from an Old¬ 
bury supermarket after a fire started in 
the storage area. 

Fire crews from Oldbury and Smeth¬ 
wick attended the Co-op store, in Tame 
Road, at around 4pm on Monday, fol¬ 
lowing two emergency calls. 

Five members of staff were evacu¬ 
ated from the store in Kingsway, after 
the fire is believed to have started in the 
storage room. 

A spokesman from West Midlands 
Fire Service said that 10 firefighters 
were sent to the scene. 

POLITICS 

Local election voters 
to make their choice 

VOTERS are today, Thursday, heading to 
the polls in Sandwell for the latest round of 
council elections. 

Labour currently holds 67 out of 72 
seats on Sandwell Council, with the four 
out of the five independent councillors 
being candidates from the red party when 
they were elected. There are 26 seats on 
the council up for election this year, 23 of 
which are held by Labour. 

The successful candidate in each ward 
will serve for the next four years. 


INSIDE 


Flagging up hall’s 
day to remember 
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Open day fun for dozens at care home 



Dovedale Court celebrations 


DOZENS of visitors enjoyed the sun¬ 
shine during an open day held at a 
Wednesbury care home. Dovedale Court 
welcomed members of the local commu¬ 
nity to celebrate the sixth annual Care 
Home Open Day event on April 21. 

The national event gives people the 
opportunity to learn more about the 
services at the heart of their community. 

This year’s theme is ‘Linking Our 
Community’, and HC-One, the firm 
that runs Dovedale Court, launched 
a ‘Big Sing’, with its homes across the 
country forming their own choirs with 
residents, their loved ones, colleagues 


and neighbours taking part. The choirs 
sang ‘You Are My Sunshine’ at the same 
time, creating a ‘Big Sing’ that brings 
HC-One homes across the country to¬ 
gether in unison. 

The family of HC-One homes across 
the UK took part in activities through¬ 
out the day, with Dovedale Court wel¬ 
coming over 100 people throughout the 
day. A variety of activities were on offer 
including a tombola, armchair Zumba, 
hook a duck, face painting, ice cream 
van, fancy dress, cocktail hour. 

Visitors included Wednesbury Ladies 
Choir, local historian Ian Bott, enter¬ 


tainer Simon Ore and Councillor Elaine 
Costigan. Dovedale Court managed to 
raise over £400 for the residents’ fund 
from the day and they are still collecting 
more funds. 

Dovedale Court Home Manager, Re¬ 
becca Steadman said: “Thank you to 
all who came to take part in Care Home 
Open Day with us. We all had a wonder¬ 
ful time.” 

HC-One is proud of achieving a 9.2 
out of 10 average rating on the sector’s 
leading care home comparison website 
carehome.co.uk, with Dovedale Court 
boasting an impressive 9.5 out of 10. 


Grieving pair campaign 
for death with dignity 



Report by Alex Ross 


THEY both wanted their dying part¬ 
ners to pass away with dignity - but 
faced police investigation and obsta¬ 
cles from within the health service. 

James Howley was quizzed by embar¬ 
rassed officers on returning from Switzer¬ 
land where his partner Helen Johnson died 
from assisted suicide. 

Despite holding letters outlining Miss Johnson’s 
decision, the 57-year-old faced a six-month long in¬ 
vestigation and was interviewed under caution. 

He is now campaign¬ 
ing alongside Julie Smith, 
whose husband Paul was 
unable to also travel to 
clinic Dignitas because his 
GP refused to hand over his 
medical records. 

The 59-year-old engineer 
died in agony from cancer 
at Sandwell Hospital under 
the watch of his distraught 
wife, Mrs Smith, aged 48. 

Backed by West Brom¬ 
wich East MP Tom Watson, 
Mr Howley, from West Bromwich, and Mrs Smith, 
from Wednesbury, want assisted suicide to become 
legal in the UK. 

Mr Howley said: “I think it [the current law] is 
inhumane. I can’t live with the idea that someone 
has to die in pain when it is avoidable.” 

The former lecturer at Sandwell College and the 
Heart of Worcestershire College had been with 
Miss Johnson since studying together at the City 
of Birmingham Polytechnic. 

But in 2004 Miss Johnson was diagnosed with 
a rare genetic disorder which degraded her lungs. 
She was given around 10 years to live. 

She coped thanks to operations until 2015 when 
she contracted pneumonia and in 2016 she con¬ 
tacted Dignitas about assisted suicide. She was 
given a date in December, but due to her failing 
health, it was brought forward to September, at a 
cost around £10,000. 

Mr Howley said: “We took the train and booked 
a hotel an hour away. She was visited and checks 


Helen Johnson with James Howley 

were done on if she was willing to go-ahead with it. 
We then got a lift to a clinic. Inside it was pleasant 
and the nurses were like angels. It happened so 
quickly. We said how much we loved each other. 
She was relieved and sad, she was concerned about 
me being on my own.” 

But when Mr Howley returned home he found 
himself at the centre of an investigation by police, 
who were tipped off when called to a burglary at 
his home. He said: “The officers were embarrassed 
to be there, but they had to follow the law.” 

Six months later the case was finally dropped. 

Mr Howley, who has suffered depression in 
recent years, said: “We were lucky we had the 
money. How many people are forced to die in 
agony because they cannot afford Dignitas? It has 
to change.” 

The story is in contrast to Mrs Smith, whose 
husband was unable to fulfil his wish to die at Dig¬ 
nitas when finding out his cancer was terminal. 

The pair met in West Bromwich and married at 
New Hall Hotel in Sutton Coldfield in 2011. 

But in 2014, Mr Smith an engineer, was diag- 


Julie and Paul Smith seen in Salento in Italy 

nosed with Stage 3 prostate cancer. He underwent 
chemotherapy and clinical trials but a year later it 
became clear he could not beat the condition. 

As part of his application to go to Dignitas he 
required medical notes from his GP. However, on 
asking, his doctor became suspicious and refused 
to provide the documents. 

Mr Smith died in September 2016. 

Mrs Smith said: “The last six months of his life 
were agony. He was bed-ridden. Dying a painful 
death was against his wishes. 

“I just think he should have had the choice. It 
was a very difficult time and it was not how he 
would have wanted to go.” 

Three years ago MPs voted against an assisted 
dying bill, with Mr Watson abstaining. He said: 
“James and Julie came to see me my at my regular 
surgery at West Bromwich Town Hall. 

“Listening to their experiences convinced me 
that it was time for me to speak out. I want to 
thank James and Julie for telling me their stories. 
Between us I hope we can make a difference.” 



New 20mph 
zones on the 
way after 
safety fears 

NEW 20mph zones are set to be rolled 
out in part of West Bromwich in re¬ 
sponse to concerns over safety. 

The speed limit will be cut on roads in 
Hateley Heath, with the move set to be 
backed by councillors next week. 

It would be the latest area in Sandwell 
to have 20mph zones brought in as part 
of a bid by roads bosses to improve safety 
in the borough. There were 18 crashes in 
Hateley Heath between 2012 and 2017, 
resulting in 21 injuries and two deaths, 
a report revealed. 

Three objections to the proposed speed 
limit cut have been lodged but council 
officers say the safety benefits outweigh 
concerns raised and have advised coun¬ 
cillors to back them at a meeting on 
Tuesday, May 8. 

The 20mph zones would cover roads 
on estates as well as through roads. 

Ward councillor Paul Sandars said the 
changes were needed to improve safety 
on the roads. 

He said: “We already have 20mph lim¬ 
its in parts of the town and I have been 
calling on them to expand it to Hateley 
Heath for some time. 

“There are some fast roads in the 
ward and the 20mph limit will serve 
to slow down traffic and anything that 
slows down traffic can only be a good 
thing.” 

Give taxpayers 
Wembley cash 

ANY cash earned from the potential 
sell-off of Wembley Stadium should ‘go 
back to the public purse’, an MP says. 

Fulham and Jacksonville Jaguars 
owner Shahid Khan has made a reported 
£500 million offer to buy the stadium 
from the Football Association, saying it 
would be a ‘victory for everyone’. 

Wembley was completed in 2007 at a 
reported cost of £800m. John Spellar, 
Labour MP for Warley, said: “Any pub¬ 
lic money which went into Wembley sta¬ 
dium should go back to the public purse. 

“There must also be assurances that 
this won’t impact on English football 
requirements such as national football 
league games.” 

An outline agreement between Khan 
and FA chief executive Martin Glenn is 
said to already be in place. 

Still time to sign 
up for swimming 

PLACES are available on a raft of swim¬ 
ming courses this summer. Sandwell 
Leisure Trust’s Swim Academy is open 
to people of all levels. Sessions are held 
leisures centres in Wednesbury, Lang¬ 
ley, Haden Hill, Tipton, Smethwick and 
Portway Lifestyle Centre. 
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Teacher in 
£40k claims 
fraud avoids 
jail sentence 

A PRIMARY school teacher who 
fraudulently claimed almost £40,000 
while failing to notify the authorities 
her husband was living with her has 
been spared immediate jail. 

Olamide Ononeme went on fam¬ 
ily holidays to Egypt, America and 
Turkey and built up a bank account 
balance of £21,500 while carrying out 
the fraud. The 42-year-old claimed tax 
credit payments on the basis she was 
a single mother of three over three 
years, despite her husband living at 
the home in Gough Drive in Tipton. 

In total, she claimed £37,859 from 
November in 2011 to October in 2014. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard 
how she was caught out when inves¬ 
tigators found a Facebook picture of 
Olamide and her husband Aruoriwo 
celebrating their 13th wedding anni¬ 
versary. 

Recorder Anupama Thompson gave 
mother-of-three Olamide a 12-month 
prison sentence, suspended for 24 
months, and ordered she do 150 hours 
unpaid work. 

Olamide had pleaded guilty to one 
count of fraud at an earlier hearing. 
Her husband, 47, who siphoned thou¬ 
sands of pounds of taxpayers’ money 
while working as benefits officer for 
Sandwell and Walsall Council, was 
jailed for 30 months last month. 

Sentencing Olamide, Mrs Thomp¬ 
son said: “You made a claim for tax 
credit when your husband left in 
2011. It seems he returned after and 
rather than telephoning the authority 
as you knew you had a duty to do, you 
continued to claim tax credits.” 

The Crown Prosecution Service will 
now decide if they want to pursue the 
money claimed by Olamide. 

invite to assess 
health progress 

PATIENTS and the public are invited 
to the next governing body meeting of 
the NHS Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Clinical Commissioning Group. 

The next CCG meeting is taking 
place on Wednesday from 1.45pm 
until 4pm at The Board Room, 2F 
Kingston House, West Bromwich, 
B70 9LD. 

The governing body meets monthly 
to discuss its progress as a CCG and 
provide an opportunity for local peo¬ 
ple to see how health services are de¬ 
veloping and improving for the benefit 
of patients. 


Plant sale boost 

A PLANT sale will be held to help 
raise cash for a woodland beauty spot. 

It runs from 10am on May 19 at the 
Pavilion at Warley Woods. Donations 
of plants and cuttings can be dropped 
off at the park shop the week before. 


Baggies FA Cup medal may fetch £9,000 



The gold winners medal 


A RARE piece of West Bromwich Albion 
memorabilia could sell for up to £9,000 
when it goes under the hammer later this 
month. 

Football fans will be able to snap up a 
West Brom 15-carat gold FA Cup Winners 
Medal which was awarded in 1931 at an 
auction on May 31. 

Auctioneers have already set a pre-sale 
guide price of between £6,000 and £9,000 
for the medal. 

The match, played between West Bro¬ 


mwich Albion and Birmingham, saw West 
Brom win 2-1 over their rivals. 

The rare medal has been cosigned for 
sale by the great-nephew of Herbert ‘Bert’ 
Trentham, who played fullback in the 
match - which was West Brom’s seventh 
appearance in an FA Cup Final. 

The reverse is inscribed: “The Football 
Association WB Albion F.C. Cup Winners 
H. Trentham.” 

The medal is being sold by Ewbank’s 
- Surrey’s leading auction house - at its 


Entertainment and Memorabilia auction. 
Chris Ewbank, senior partner and auc¬ 
tioneer, said: “This piece of football his¬ 
tory would be sure to be coveted by any 
football fan, however for West Brom fans, 
it is a truly unique opportunity to own a 
part of the club’s heritage and I hope that 
it goes to a Baggies fan.” 

Bids can be made by calling 01483 
223101 or live online through www. 
theauctionroom.com and www.ew- 
bankauctions.co.uk. 


Clean-up after flood 
turns road into river 


A picture from the point of view of a police drone, which shows the extent of the flooding 


IT RESEMBLES more of a river than a 
road but these dramatic pictures show 
the true extent of the devastating flood 
in Wednesbury. 

Up to 10 million litres of water gushed into 
the street last Thursday, after a water main 
was damaged, causing chaos to the surround¬ 
ing area. 

A clean-up operation since got under way in Le- 
abrook Road in Wednesbury, after the pipe burst 
and flooded the street and church. The pipe has 
now been fixed while debris has been cleared and 
the road is yet to be fixed. The 116-year-old Lea 
Brook Methodist Church bore the brunt of it as 
water swept through and damaged the floor, regis¬ 
trar documents, ovens and prayer books. 

It has since been drained away by the only high 
volume machine in the West Midlands which 
pumped the water from the street into the canal. 

Minister of the church, Rev Trevor Pratt, aged 
67, said: “It is so dreadful, simply utter disbelief. By 
looking at the videos of the burst, you can see the 
unrelenting force of it. A couple that were due to get 
married here in August have called us up because 
they are worried and we cannot guarantee that we 
will be open by then so they may need to look for a 
different church. We appreciate everyone’s thoughts 
and prayers.” 

An over 60’s club had to be cancelled on the day 
of the incident on Thursday and other groups that 
meet there, including Brownies, Scouts and Slim¬ 
ming World, have had to move while they assess and 
fix the damage. 

Ian Palfreyman, aged 59, from Wednesbury, is 
the church’s pianist and was the first one at the 
scene. He said: “We did not know what to expect. 
Everywhere we went there was water. We are dev¬ 
astated.” 

Meanwhile, some drivers of cars which were 
parked in Leabrook Road North were facing the 
possibility of their vehicles being written off due to 
the water damage. 

One of them, Jack Callan, aged 18, from Willen- 
hall, parked his car on the street while he caught 
the Metro to college. He said: “This is my first car. I 
had not heard anything about what happened until 
I arrived and saw the damage. Thankfully I parked 
my car at the top of the road so the water reached 
my wheels but it could have been a lot worse.” 


A view inside the church hall, with the water 


Ian Palfreyman, pianist at the church hit by floods 




NEWS IN BRIEF 

Street parade for 
vaisakhi festival 

THOUSANDS of revellers lined the 
streets and created a sea of colour to 
celebrate the Vaisakhi religious festi¬ 
val on Sunday. 

Processions starting from the Gu- 
rudwara Baba Sang and the Guru 
Nanak Gurdwara made their way to 
Handsworth Park for a family fun day. 

Food stalls selling international cui¬ 
sine and a fun fair all pitched up in the 
park to create a carnival apmosphere. 

The event was in aid of Vaisakhi, 
an annual event marking the birth of 
Sikhism. 

It takes place on either 13 or 14 
April every year, but the UK’s Sikh 
community extended celebrations for 
the entire month of April. 

“Every Sunday of the month there’s 
events across the UK and this is the 
final one,” said Parmjit Singh Dhil- 
lion, who helped organise the event.” 

Parmjit is the former president of 
the Gurudwara Baba Sang in Smeth¬ 
wick and helped establish the fun day 
in 2012. 

Going wild and 
woolly at farm 

THERE’S fun for all ages at Sandwell 
Valley Country Park this bank holi¬ 
day, as Forge Mill Farm hosts a Woolly 
Weekend. There will be a number of 
activities taking place, from 10am to 
4pm each day. A timetable of events 
is as follows: 

10am - Meet the lambs and kids 

10.30 - Jersey cow milking 

11 - Chick handling and sheep 
shearing 

Noon - Meet the lambs and kids 

lpm - Chick handling and sheep 
shearing 

2 - Sheep shearing 

3 - Meet the lambs and kids 

4 - Sheep shearing 

Plus, you can take part in woolly 
crafts throughout the day. Admis¬ 
sion to the Woolly Weekend is free for 
under twos, £1 for children aged two 
to 15; £2 for adults 16+ and £1 for 
over-60s. Prices include the entry fee 
to the event and activities. 

Work under way 
on apartments 

WORK on a six-storey apartment 
block in West Bromwich is finally un¬ 
der way. The 49 homes are being built 
in Victoria Street and will include an 
underground car park for residents. It 
is part of plans to continue the regen¬ 
eration of the town centre. 

Proposals were accepted in Septem¬ 
ber 2016. Previously, developers spoke 
of the area being run-down. And that 
the site has the potential to attract an¬ 
ti-social behaviour if left as it is. 

Planning agent Detail, which sub¬ 
mitted the plans on behalf of DR De¬ 
velopments, said in a statement: “The 
existing site in its current state does 
not create a pleasant environment.” 
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COUNTY NEWS 

New role to help 
river take course 

BIRMINGHAM and Black Country 
Wildlife Trust is recruiting for a part- 
time senior officer to lead the Salmon 
in the Stour project. 

The project involves restoring the 
River Stour through the Black Coun¬ 
try. The trust is seeking someone with 
experience of managing projects who 
is enthusiastic and knowledgeable 
about river ecology. Closing date for 
applications is May 11. 

Salmon in the Stour is a partner¬ 
ship between the trust, Worcester¬ 
shire Wildlife Trust, Severn Rivers 
Trust and the Environment Agency. 

The aim is to see salmon breeding 
in the catchment headwaters again. 

Google bus set to 
boost digital skills 

A BUS is touring the region to give 
people the opportunity to improve 
their digital skills and learn from a 
group of top experts. 

The Google Digital Garage bus is 
part of a programme run by Google 
and digital inclusion charity Good 
Things Foundation. It is visiting more 
than 30 locations including Cannock, 
Dudley, Sandwell, Walsall and Wol¬ 
verhampton. Visitors can join courses 
on how to build a CV and social media 
strategy and the training ranges from 
beginner to intermediate levels. 

The bus is visiting organisations in 
the Online Centres Network. No book¬ 
ing is required to visit the bus. 

Blakemore firm is 
finalist for award 

BLAKEMORE Retail, part of Wil- 
lenhall-based A F Blakemore & Son 
is a finalist in the independent retail 
chain of the year in the 2018 Grocer 
Gold Awards. 

The winners will be announced in 
London on June 12. Blakemore Retail, 
which has its head office at Longacres 
Industrial Estate, Rose Hill, Willen- 
hall, operates 290 Spar stores across 
England and Wales. 

It is the largest independent con¬ 
venience store operator in the UK. 

Club golfers chip in 
with £700 for cause 

GOLFERS chipped in to raise £700 for 
the Midlands Air Ambulance. 

Dave Shaw, the 2017 senior captain 
at Wergs Golf Club, situated in Wol¬ 
verhampton, handed over the bumper 
cheque to one of the charity’s Staf¬ 
fordshire fundraisers Katie West at a 
ceremony at the golf club in Keepers 
Lane. The money was raised by the 
club’s senior section throughout the 
2017 golfing season. 


Museum staff to spring into action 


SPRING is here and staff at the Man¬ 
or House Museum in West Bromwich 
are getting ready for a host of events 
and activities for all ages. 

The latest events at the medieval 
site in Hall Green Road will be a spe¬ 
cial Western Weekend on Sunday and 
Bank Holiday Monday, from 11am to 
3pm. 

Abbey Butler, acting visitors 
services officer, said the Western 


Re-enactors were back with a big 
bang. Cowboys and cowgirls will set 
up camp inside the Manor House 
grounds for a weekend of pistol show¬ 
downs and bank robberies.” 

Visitors should note that pyrotech¬ 
nics will be used during these per¬ 
formances. And there may be some 
loud bangs. Once again this year, the 
grounds of the Manor House will play 
host to the popular annual Shake¬ 


speare in Sandwell evening as the 
Festival Players roll into town per¬ 
forming The Winter’s Tale. 

This outdoor theatre performance 
takes place on Monday May 28, from 
5pm-8pm (doors open at 4.30pm). For 
prices, tickets and more information 
about the Shakespeare performance, 
call 0121 588 2985 or go to www.crbo. 
co.uk/winterstale 

Abbey added: “We ask visitors to 


bring a picnic blanket or chairs and a 
picnic if they like and enjoy the play.” 

And don’t miss the Dinosaur Take¬ 
over adventure on Sunday June 3 
from llam-3pm where visitors can 
step back in time more than 70 mil¬ 
lion years! 

To find out more or learn how to 
book tickets for bookable events, call 
0121 588 2985 or visit www.sandwell. 
gov.uk/joininmuseums. 


Hit-and-run driver jailed 
over death of pensioner 



The Playhouse Creatures making an entrance, with front, Sally Worley as Doll Common, back from left. Holly 
Williams as Nell Gwynn, Stephanie Agger as Elizabeth Farley, Naomi Knott as Mary Betterton and Toni Bird 


By Andrew Turton 


A DRIVER who hit an elderly 
woman and left her for dead 
in Great Barr has been jailed 
for six months. 

Mary Humpherson, known by her 
loved ones as Betty, was hit as she 
crossed A34 Birmingham Road on Oc¬ 
tober 21, 2016. 

She was taken to hospital after the 
crash close to St Margaret’s CofE Pri¬ 
mary School but died later that day. 

Leon Grant, of Reservoir Street, 
Walsall, was jailed last week at Bir¬ 
mingham Magistrates’ Court. 

He admitted failing to stop, failing 
to report a collision and driving with 
no licence or insurance. West Midlands 
Police said there was no evidence that 
he had driven carelessly or danger¬ 
ously. 

Abandoned 

The 88-year-old victim was struck 
by a silver Ford Mondeo driven by 
28-year-old Grant, who abandoned the 
car and ran from the scene, said West 
Midlands Police. Grant was arrested 
after handing himself four months 
later in the following February at a po¬ 
lice station following a CCTV appeal. 

It happened just yards from the 
scene of two other fatal crashes on the 
A34 within a few months. 

Schoolgirl Zoe Shapiro was killed 
after being knocked over by van driver 
Neel Balu on February 24, 2016. 

And Charlie Heywood died after 
being struck by a car on a stretch of 
the road near Pages Lane that June. 

Pc Alexander Rippin, of West Mid¬ 
lands Police, said: “Grant received a 
six-month sentence behind bars this 
week for his involvement in Betty’s 
untimely death. I want to make it clear 
that each incident is looked at individ¬ 
ually and on this occasion, the charges 
that we could prove and bring forward 
were those of failing to stop, rather 
than dangerous driving.” 


OLDBURY Rep’s next production 
tells the story of the first actress¬ 
es to ‘tread the boards’ in English 
theatres. It is 1663 and Charles II 
has returned to the throne after 17 
years of Puritan suppression under 
Cromwell. It is a time of glittering 
opulence, decadence and excess - 
and one of Charles’s first acts is to 
re-open the playhouses. 

For four women, this signals the 
beginning of a new chapter in their 
lives. On stage, the women become 


household names. This joyous play 
brings historical characters to life; 
Mrs Betterton (wife of the actor 
manager), Elizabeth Farley and 
the brash youngster Nell Gwyn (or- 
ange-seller-come-actress). 

Behind-the-scenes, they develop 
strong friendships and fierce rival¬ 
ries. As the camaraderie and chaos of 
the dressing room ignites their ambi¬ 
tions to play a bigger part in the the¬ 
atre, can the women stick together 
to negotiate greater roles? 


The production runs from Mon¬ 
day May 5 until Saturday 12, perfor¬ 
mances start at 7.30pm. 

Tickets can be obtained by phone 
or in person from the box office on 
Monday from 7.30pm and every 
night of the production from 7pm. 
Tickets are priced at £10.00 with the 
usual concessions at £9 with a spe¬ 
cial price on Monday and Tuesday 
evenings of £8. The box office can be 
contacted on 0121 552 2761. Book 
online at www.oldburyrep.org 


Police seek 
fraudster in 
phone con 
on woman 

OFFICERS are on the hunt for an on¬ 
line fraudster after an elderly woman 
was conned into handing over money 
via popular mobile phone game Words 
with Friends. 

The suspect befriended an 85-year- 
old woman on the gaming site in Oc¬ 
tober last year and began to extort 
money from her under several differ¬ 
ent ruses. 

After handing over her address 
and telephone number, the con artist 
began sending a ‘friend’ to the pen¬ 
sioner’s address to collect increasing 
amounts of money. 

Police received a tip-off about what 
was happening and went round to see 
the woman on April 9. 

False 

It was then revealed that she had 
been taken into Birmingham city cen¬ 
tre on Tuesday, April 3 and made to 
buy £16,500 worth of jewellery under 
false pretences. 

Officers conducted CCTV trawls at 
the store on Victoria Street and want 
to find the man pictured, as he was 
spotted with the victim inside the 
shop. 

Multi-player game Words with 
Friends is most commonly played via 
an app usually accessed by a phone or 
tablet device. 

Players take turns building words 
crossword puzzle style, like the classic 
board game Scrabble. 

Players can also chat to the person 
they are playing, who can be anyone 
around the world. 

Anyone who has any information 
on the suspect is urged to contact the 
police on the non-emergency number 
101, quoting 20WS/78872X/18. 

Man sought who 
breached licence 

POLICE are appealing for help in 
tracing a man wanted for breaching 
his licence conditions. Clive Pinder, 
aged 50, is wanted on emergency re¬ 
call to prison. He was last seen leav¬ 
ing an address in Clay Lane, Smeth¬ 
wick, at around 9.30pm on Monday. 

Pinder was convicted of inciting a 
child to engage in sexual activity in 
2014. 

An appeal issued by West Midlands 
Police said: “Although he’s from 
Smethwick, detectives are aware that 
he has links to Wales and Leicester 
and enquiries with the respective 
forces are on-going. The public are 
warned not to approach him as he is a 
violent and dangerous offender.” 

Anyone who sees Pinder should call 
999 with reference number 3000 of 
April 23, 2018. 




WE WANT YOUR m 




Wednesbury (M6 J9) 

15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 

Find us on Facebook at Bowj angles Jewellery 
www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk 
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BEST PRICES PAID ON GOLD, 
SILVER, COINS, PLATINUM, 
PALLADIUM AND WATCHES 

See our website for up to date prices 


BEST RATES ON 
EUROS AND DOLLARS 

WE BUY 
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TT CURRENCIES 
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HOME MACHINERY 
SERVICES 

Lawn Mower Repairs 
Building Equipment Repairs 
Drive Cleaning 
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BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


BEST DEAL! 

3 child safe 
verticals 
one per household offer 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 


contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 







































Travellers' 
caravans at 
park moved 
on by police 

COUNCIL and police officers have 
again acted quickly to move on an un¬ 
authorised encampment from Light- 
woods Park in Bearwood. 

A group with 12 caravans and other 
vehicles gained access to the park just 
before 5pm last Wednesday. 

Two wooden posts had been re¬ 
moved from the perimeter of the park. 

Council environmental protection 
officers and police were on site within 
half an hour and the legally required 
needs assessment had been done by 
6pm. 

The group, which included around 
30 children, were directed to go to the 
council’s transit site in Smethwick by 
7pm, where they could stay in return 
for rent and a deposit for each cara¬ 
van. 

They refused to use the transit site, 
which left the group facing arrest for 
breaching a section 62 notice which 
the police would have served just after 
7pm. 

The group vacated the park and 
after driving around Sandwell they 
had left the borough by around 9pm. 

The transit site means police can 
use powers of arrest and groups can 
be banned from the borough for three 
months for refusing to relocate there. 

The cost of dealing with unauthor¬ 
ised encampments in Sandwell includ¬ 
ing security, bailiffs and clean-ups 
fell by 96 per cent from £252,000 in 
2016/17 to £10,000 in 2017/18. 


Firm accused on 
forces recruiting 

THE firm in charge of armed forces 
recruitment has been accused of be¬ 
ing ‘a logjam against it’ by a Sandwell 
ME Former defence minister John 
Spellar has hit out at Capita for mak¬ 
ing a ‘mess’ of its contract to recruit 
troops for Britain’s military. It came 
as the firm announced losses of £515 
million. 

Mr Spellar, the Labour MP for 
Warley, said the announcement of 
the loss of profits came ‘as no surprise 
when we look at the mess they are 
making of the recruitment project’ 
and added that Capita were ‘not a 
channel for recruitment, but a logjam 
against it’. 

Speaking in the Commons, he fur¬ 
ther called on the Government to 
admit that the contract was a failure. 


vegan event back 

A VEGAN beer and food festival will 
form part of Birmingham Beer Week 
this summer. The week-long celebra¬ 
tion of the city’s beer scene will see 
events from July 20 to 29 in brewer¬ 
ies, pubs, bars and restaurants. 


Right royal clean-up on way for statue 



The statue of Queen Victoria 


AN iconic statue of Queen Victoria is 
set to undergo cleaning and mainte¬ 
nance work to mark the Birmingham 
Civic Society’s centenary celebra¬ 
tions. The statue, situated in Bir¬ 
mingham’s Victoria Square, requires 
much-needed conservation work to 
clean and maintain the statue and its 
pedestal. 

Barriers will be erected around 
the statue and the work is expected 
to begin before the end of the month. 
The work should be completed during 
the week beginning May 14. 

The statue is cared for by the Bir¬ 


mingham Museums Trust and has 
stood in the city centre since 1901 
- when it was unveiled just 12 days 
before Queen Victoria’s death. Orig¬ 
inally created in marble by Thomas 
Brock, the statue was recast in bronze 
by William Bloye in 1951. 

The current work will not remove 
the green patina which has formed on 
the statue over time. 

The conservation of the statue has 
been part-funded by the Birmingham 
Civic Society. In November, the Her¬ 
itage Lottery Fund (HLF) awarded a 
National Lottery grant of £55,600 to¬ 


wards “The City Beautiful” project to 
celebrate and commemorate the cen¬ 
tenary of the society. The project has 
also been supported by the Limoges 
Charitable Trust. 

Rob Lewis, collections care man¬ 
ager at the trust, said: “Public art 
links the city’s past to its present, and 
the Queen Victoria statue is an impor¬ 
tant Birmingham artwork that stands 
proudly in one of the busiest parts of 
the city. We are pleased to oversee the 
conservation plansso the statue can 
continue to play an important part in 
the city’s history.” 


Concerns raised on plan 
for new homes in Tipton 


CAMPAIGNERS fear disruption 
caused by new homes being built 
on sites in Tipton will impact peo¬ 
ple’s quality of life. 

Plans were backed recently for doz¬ 
ens of homes on three parcels of land in 
Princes End. 

But concerns were raised about the scheme 
with people claiming there has been a lack of 
consultation. However ward councillors moved 
to reassure residents over any short-term 
impacts, adding the new homes were much 
needed. 

In total, 63 new homes will be built on coun¬ 
cil-owned sites bordered by Strathmore Road, 
Kingsbury Road, Sandgate Road, Ridgeway 
Road and Henn Street. 

One of piece of land was home to Swancroft 
House, a Help for the Aged property, and an¬ 
other was Glebefields House which was a base 
for people aged 65 and over. 

These have both since been cleared. The 
third site was grassed open space. 

Desperate 

Ron Roberts, whose mother lives nearby, 
says he has spoken to residents who were una¬ 
ware of the development, including the scale of 
the project. “One area is a field. It was mowed 
and well-kept. Kids had been able to play 
there,” said the 50-year-old who lives off Ar¬ 
thur Road, in Tipton. 

“There seems to have been a lack of informa¬ 
tion for residents. I’ve been speaking to people 
and they were unaware of this. 

“If there is a desperate need for homes in 
Princes End then there are other sites.” 

Proposals for 63 affordable homes were car¬ 
ried unanimously at Sandwell Council’s plan¬ 
ning committee meeting last Wednesday. 

The scheme will see 46 two-bed, 11 three-bed 
and six four-bed homes built. 

The project still needs final approval from 
the full council. It is subject to various condi¬ 
tions including restricting construction work to 
between 7am and 6pm Monday to Friday and 
8am to 4pm on Saturdays. 

No construction work is allowed on Sundays 
or Bank Holidays. 


VE-ry special celebrations at House 



Alison Hyatt and Anne Willetts get ready for the Fabulous 40s event at Haden Hill House and Park 


THERE will be a chance to cele¬ 
brate VE Day on May Day, with a 
special Fabulous 40s event at Ha¬ 
den Hill House and Park in Crad- 
ley Heath. 

Jane Hanney, Sandwell Coun¬ 
cil’s museum services manager, 
said the event, which kicks-off at 
12 noon, will have some fantastic 
activities for people to see and do 
throughout the afternoon. 


She said: “There will be loads 
of costumed characters, a tea van 
which visitors can take a peep at 
and a World War II soldier’s dis¬ 
play. There will be a uniform dis¬ 
play but beware of the spiv who 
may try and sell you some black 
market goods! 

“Visitors will also be able to 
enjoy historic vehicles out in the 
park with some lovely examples 


from the period and learn about 
food rationing.” Outside in the 
park, there will be fantastic rous¬ 
ing live music with the Steve King 
Big Band which is guaranteed to 
get visitors doing the Lindy Hop. 

Entrance to the event is free. 
The event runs from 12-4pm. 

For more information call 01384 
569444 or visit www.sandwell.gov. 
uk/joininmuseums 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Neighbours scoop 
£lk each in lottery 

TWO lucky neighbours in Smethwick 
have scooped a cash prize in the Peo¬ 
ple’s Postcode Lottery. The Kimberley 
Road residents landed the daily prize 
of £1,000 each. 

People’s Postcode Lottery ambas¬ 
sador, Danyl Johnson, said: “I am 
thrilled for our winners in Smethwick 
- well done to them. I hope they have 
a great time spending their prize.” 

A minimum of 32 per cent of ticket 
sales goes directly to charities - in¬ 
cluding Bearwood Allotment Associa¬ 
tion, which received £1,485 last year 
to purchase community fruit pressing 
equipment. For more information 
visit www.postcodelottery.co.uk 

Students to strut 
stuff for charity 

A GROUP of students are set to host a 
fashion show to raise funds for Mind, 
the mental health charity. 

The media and fashion students 
from Birmingham City University 
will hold the event on May 19. Rosie 
Faragher, one of the main organisers 
of Helping Hands, said: “I want to 
bring people together and show that 
it is ok to talk about mental health be¬ 
cause it is an issue that everyone will 
go through at least once in their life.” 

For tickets, visit eventbrite.co.uk 
and search for ‘Helping Hands Fash¬ 
ion Show’. 

City university 
ranked in top 10 

THE University of Birmingham has 
been ranked in the top 10 of UK uni¬ 
versities for 30 of 48 subjects it offers. 

The rankings score each of the 131 
universities against entry standards, 
research quality, research intensity, 
student-staff ratio, academic services 
spend and student facilities spend. 
The survey, by TheCompleteUniver- 
sityGuide.co.uk 2019, named Bir¬ 
mingham as the best in the UK for 
American Studies and Physiotherapy. 

Overall, the university has moved 
up a place from 16th place in 2018, to 
15th place in 2019. 

New president for 
city law society 

A NEW president has been appoint¬ 
ed at Birmingham Law Society in its 
200th year. Criminal defence special¬ 
ist James Turner is a partner at na¬ 
tional law firm Tuckers Solicitors and 
manages the Birmingham office. 

He succeeded Andrew Beedham, of 
Clarke Willmott at the BLS annual 
general meeting. 

He has been a member of BLS since 
2006 and chaired the organisation’s 
criminal law committee for five years. 
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CUT THIS OUT AND KEEP, PASS TO FAMILY AND FRIENDS 


Are you ready to QUIT | 
smoking for good? 

Have you ever calculated what is costs you per j 
month? Now times that by 12. Shocked? 

If you value your health and your life \k 

then take action now.... ^ 

Hypnotherapy is J 

fast and effective for a | . ^ | 

wide range of issues. 

Brilliant for Smoking 
cessation and 
other addictions. 

SPECIAL OFFER £99 ' ~ 'j 

Call Tracy Mason on 01215320075 for an initial chat. | 

Visit my website J 

www.hypnolislbirmingliam.GO.uk 

Facebook pages Quit Smoking Hypnotherapy Birmingham j 
Birmingham Hypnotherapy and NLP I 


JJSandwgl 

West Bromwich Indoor Market 

Spring Craft Fair 


This Saturday 5th May 10am - 4pm 

Kings Square, B70 7NW 


Come along Co our spring craft fair, lots of exciting 
new stalls. Many locally hand crafted gifts. 

Fun for all the family. 

Free entrance. 




v | i 


Stalls include: 


• Picture 
Frames 
•Candles 
•Wax Melts 


•Art Work *3D Printing *Cross Stitched 

•Soap • Homemade Crafts 

•Bath Bombs Jams Plus much 

•Wood crafts •Home Decor more ... 

0121 553 3074 | 


For your FREE 
quotation, call us now 


434223 

We also fit in: Dudley, Tipton, 
Sedgley, Wombourne, 
Wolverhampton, Oldbury, 
Kinsgwinford, Walsall, West 
Bromwich, Wednesbury 

10 year insurance backed guarantee 
Energy efficient 
Trusted service 
Reasons to choose Affordable 
Free quotation 
FENSA registered 


Affordable 

W i n d ows 


Email: affordablewdc@hotmail.com 
www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk 


GGFJ 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


So Prince 
Louis just 
what is in 
a name? 

SO Prince Louis it is, then, the latest ad¬ 
dition to the Cambridge household. Yes, I 
know he is named after Louis Mountbat- 
ten, the Duke of Edinburgh’s uncle mur¬ 
dered by terrorists in 1979, but it doesn’t 
sound right does it? A bit too reminiscent 
of King Louis XVI of France, perhaps. And 
things didn’t end terribly well for him. 

Anyway, I guess that means I will have 
to wait until next time for one of the Cam¬ 
bridge children to be named with my per¬ 
sonal choice, Austin. 

Austin Cambridge. A wonderful ring to 
it, don’t you think? 

□ □□ 

THE moment I saw the picture of Sohail 
Khan, the rapper turned would-be coun¬ 
cillor for Tettenhall, I knew this would be 
entertaining. Whether it’s William Hague’s 
baseball cap or Jeremy Corbyn hang¬ 
ing out with grime stars, there is always 
something cringeworthy about politicians 
trying to get “down with da kids”. And 
while I am not familiar with Mr Khan’s 
contribution to the music industry, I 
would be surprised if it were not more AN 
G than Ice 

Now rude-boy Sohail finds himself in 
hot water, after it emerged he posted a 
picture of a pistol on Facebook in 2012. 
Councillor Martin Waite says he is “not fit 
for office” and is “glamorising gun crime”. 
Oh, gerrover yerself, as we say in the 
Black Country. These people don’t half 
take themselves seriously, don’t they? 

If Councillor Waite thinks Mr Khan is 
glamorising anything whatsoever, he 
probably needs to get out more. While I 
don’t profess to be entirely representative 
of da yute in da ‘hood, I’m fairly sure there 
are few things less glamorous than local 
council politics. Mr Khan has probably 
done more to de-glamorise guns with his 
Facebook post than the Home Office has 
managed in decades. Respect, bruv. 

□ □□ 

THERE are few people who cannot have 
been moved by the tragic last days of 
Alfie Evans, and you have to sympathise 
with medical staff who, faced with some 
thankless and difficult decisions, had to 
deal with a torrent of unwarranted abuse 
and intimidation. 

That said, while it may be right for high¬ 
ly-skilled medics to refuse treatment they 
believe is not in the interests of the child, 
the litigation to stop him going to Italy is 
something else. The NHS is supposed to 
be about providing health care, not using 
the legal system to stop sick children go¬ 
ing abroad for care if it is what the par¬ 
ents wish. And the NHS surely has more 
pressing needs for its funds than hiring 
expensive lawyers. 


Lighten up, we need our Royal Family for some things 



Kate - denounced by tabloid for looking 
“too perfect” as she posed with her baby 



KMlSttlCri I 
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Farmer Stephen Nolan won a lot of support 
for his sign about smelly animals 


Master Sergeant Robin Brown sacked after 
dinosaur hand-puppet incident 


But who would plant 
all those saplings... 


THERE was some speculation that William and 
Kate’s little boy who arrived this week might 
have been overdue and born late. A republi¬ 
can reader asks: “Late for what?” He goes on 
to say uncharitable things about this privileged 
little chap being able to look forward to 80 
years or more spent doing absolutely nothing 
of any consequence. Oh, lighten up. If it wasn’t 
for our Royal Family, who would plant all those 
saplings, watch all that ethnic dancing and 
draw apart the little curtains to reveal all those 
plaques? 

THE Duchess of Cambridge appears outside 
the clinic with her newborn prince and is de¬ 
nounced by one tabloid for looking “too per¬ 
fect.” How can normal mums, with no nannies 
or hairdressers on call, expect to look so lovely? 
Listen. As any David Icke fan and conspiracy 
theorist knows, the Windsors are not humans 
but giant, shape-shifting lizards. We should be 
thankful that Kate merely looked radiant and did 
not come down the clinic steps as a rampaging 
komodo dragon clutching a large egg. 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 




ted in this column some months ago that I had 
never dabbled with internet banking because I 
have no desire to link my worldly wealth to the 
dark forest of thieves we call cyberspace. I was 
promptly denounced by one reader as a cave 
man. This week I would rather be a cave man 
than a TSB online banker, thanks. 


MY piece on blood-pressure reminds a read¬ 
er of an appointment with his GP when his pres¬ 
sure readings were a bit high. The doctor sug¬ 
gested he should relax, sit down for 10 minutes 
and read a newspaper. It was the Daily Mail. As 
he puts it: “You can guess the rest.” 

CONFUSING headlines of our time: “Man bit¬ 
ten by shark previously attacked by bear and 
snake.” (Sky News). 


THE BBC describes a breakthrough in lab¬ 
oratory-grown food as “the veggie burger that 
bleeds when you cut it.” Coming soon - mush¬ 
rooms that scream when you peel 'em. 

‘TIS the season to be painting. As I may have 
pointed out earlier, some paint names convey 
little about the colour in the tin. From one lead¬ 
ing range we have discovered Overtly Olive, 
Sophisticated Sage and the deeply enigmatic 
Wellbeing. 

I WAS skinning a brontosaurus outside my 
cave the other day when the news came in of 
the TSB online-banking catastrophe. I admit- 


I CAME across a brief report that Bill and Syl¬ 
via Bennett of Kidderminster have celebrated 
their 70th wedding anniversary. It said that Bill 
spent D-Day, June 6, 1944 on a “secret oper¬ 
ation” on the Normandy beaches. There was 
much more to it than that. I met Bill, 91, on a 
pilgrimage to Normandy some years ago and 
his D-Day story was astonishing. For a start 
he was only 18, a Merchant Navy lad put into 
Royal Navy uniform for the invasion. Secondly, 
working under enemy fire on the Pluto undersea 
pipeline at Gold Beach, he was not given any 
sort of weapon. Thirdly, having helped a wound¬ 
ed comrade to safety, he got a Mentioned in 
Dispatches for bravery and good conduct. He 


told me: “I don’t remember any of us talking 
about being scared, we just got on with it.” All 
sorts of great deeds were done in the Normandy 
Campaign but how many D-Day teenagers went 
ashore without even a gun and ended the day 
with an award for gallantry? I would not mind 
betting that Bill Bennett’s D-Day was unique. I 
wish Bill and Sylvia every happiness. 

MASTER Sergeant Robin Brown thought 
she’d enliven the US National Guard oath of al¬ 
legiance by using a dinosaur hand-puppet to re¬ 
cite the words, Sooty-and-Sweep style. Unsur¬ 
prisingly, she and two colleagues who took part 
in the gag have been sacked. What is surprising 
is that Brown served in the public-affairs office. 
Despite all the media training, she forgot the 
first rule of public relations. Wherever you are 
and whatever you’re about to do, just pause, 
remind yourself that you live in a world where 
there are no longer any secrets and ask the 
question: how’s this gonna look in the papers? 

A LANCASHIRE farmer, Stephen Nolan, has 
won much support for erecting a sign point¬ 
ing out that, among other things, farm animals 
“make funny sounds, smell bad and have sex 
outdoors.” Unless you can tolerate all this, he 
says, then don’t buy a property next to a farm. 
Which all sounds perfectly reasonable. Except 
that in my experience when people suddenly 
start complaining about farm smells it isn’t al¬ 
ways because they’re newly-arrived snowflake 
townies who can’t abide old-fashioned muck. 
Sometimes they are long-term country dwell¬ 
ers living close to a farmer who’s just drenched 
his fields in pig or poultry slurry, or some other 
vile-smelling by-product of industrialised agri¬ 
culture, and is playing the “townie” card rather 
than doing the decent thing and apologising. 


TALKING POINT 


We should 
be spitting 
mad over 
vile habit 


REGULAR readers will have noticed that 
this column never shies away from any 
subject, serious or trivial, but there is one 
topic that is long overdue - spitting in 
public. 

For whatever reason, there seems to 
be a creeping acceptability of this revolt¬ 
ing habit, whether it be in the street, or 
open spaces such as parks, and railway 
station platforms. 

Years ago, although smoking was al¬ 
lowed on the upper deck of buses, there 
was invariably a Spitting Prohibited sign 
to remind passengers that this was most 
definitely banned. 

Birmingham rock ‘n’ roller Steve Gib¬ 
bons even wrote a song, ‘No Spitting On 
The Bus’, in which he says boredom and 
disillusionment can never be used as an 
excuse. 

That was in the 1970s but today there 
is another factor to consider - aggres¬ 
sion. Health service workers are often 
targeted by spitting yobs for no other rea¬ 
son, it seems, than to get the upper hand. 

On the football pitch, spitting is 
deemed to be one of the most serious 
misdemeanours when aimed at an oppo¬ 
nent, yet many a TV camera has captured 
instances of phlegm being deposited on 
the turf, very often in glorious close-up. 

Earlier this year while at the wheel of his 
car ex-footballer Jamie Carragher called 
on all his spitting ‘skills’ when goaded by 
another driver and spat in the direction of 
a 14-year-old girl. Thanks to the dubious 
merits of social media, this was viewed 
hundreds of thousands of times, and yes, 
if you have not had the misfortune to see 
the incident, it is as disgusting as you 
might imagine. 

Alongside spitting, there’s another cus¬ 
tom which seems to becoming the norm, 
much more rapidly than spitting, and that 
is regularly sniffing when a good blow of 
the nose would cure the problem. What 
is so very difficult about buying a cheap 
box of handkerchiefs or pocket tissues 
and clearing the tubes once and for all? 

And then there’s coughing into one’s 
‘rolled up’ hand, which experts will tell 
you acts as a blowpipe capable of send¬ 
ing germs flying even further, or worse 
still not using your hand at all. Much bet¬ 
ter to cough into your upright palm, which 
acts as a barrier to flying bacteria. 

It’s all a matter of education. Over a 
relatively short time, we have come to 
accept that dog mess must be picked 
up, and smoking is no longer permitted 
in public places, so how about an intense 
public information campaign? 

Perhaps that man Mr Gibbons could 
write a follow-up titled ‘No Spitting . . . 
Anywhere’. You tell 'em, Steve. 

STEVE PARLETT 




BETTA QUALITY BUILDINGS 


« GARDEN ROOMS * LOG CABINS 


Summer 

Houses 


FREE 

FITTING 


Concrete 

Garages 


FREE 

FITTING 


from £599 


from £1657 


Delivered & Fitted 


Ml 

Delivered & Fitted 


SHEDS • GARAGES 


The Dalbury 

Garden Room 


Free Laminate Flooring & External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2600 


Wooden 

Sheds 


HUGE 


RANGE 


Delivered & Fitted 

from £274 


• Old Buildings Removed * Asbestos Disposal * Base Laying Service * 


Show site (open 7 days): 

Tildasley Street,West Bromwich B70 9SJ 


Free Quotations * Made to Measure * Lined and Insulated Options * Quality at Competitive Prices * Huge Range 


Visit our website: 


www.bettabuildings.co.uk 

0121 553 4682 toHMMfll 
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Community comes together 

OVER the past couple of weeks I have about local choirs, sing and sign, dance 


been out working in the community on 
various projects and events. 

The news keeps reminding us of the 
disparity and unrest within the larger 
society both here in our country and on 
a wider global level. How wonderful it 
has been then to see extraordinary peo¬ 
ple coming together to try and make a 
difference to others less fortunate. 

I took a part in Halas Homes Open 
Day in Halesowen. The day centre sup¬ 
ports individuals with learning difficul¬ 
ties. I am just about to start another 
project with them but the day was 


and entertainers all pulling together 
with the wonderful staff. 

On to Wednesbury Art Gallery to 
open the Charlie Grigg cartoon exhibi¬ 
tion. Performers who have worked on 
Our Best Kept Secret project for the 
last four years gave up time to show¬ 
case their talents as part of the night. 

Funds raised will hopefully help 
those suffering with dementia. Alex 
Howell has curated the exhibition 
which is full of our Langley heroes’ 
work and we will be back later in the 
year with the book I am completing 


in hard times 

with his son Steve. Next a fundraiser 
at Pensnett Social Club under the 
Omma and Chain radio show banner. 

This time it was the kids who came 
and gave us their time. 

Finally our Parkinson’s project saw 
us at Tipton Library where as always 
the locals came and generously do¬ 
nated to our ongoing fund. From the 
team, we have been truly humbled and 
we thank you all. Billy info from b.da- 
kin@aston.ac.uk 

DR B DAKIN 

(AKA BILLY SPAKEMON) 

Rowley Regis 


Sad loss of 
an ancient 
transport 

MY former colleague Robert 
White usually gets his facts 
right and then gives his own 
interpretation of them. 

In a recent letter referring 
to a photograph of trolley¬ 
buses in Wolverhampton, 
he points out that the buses 
and tracks have gone, only 
to be replaced by the Metro 
on tracks. 

Trolleybuses disappeared 
from England after the Sec¬ 
ond World War for a variety 
of reasons but the vehicles 
and their overhead infra¬ 
structure needed to be re¬ 
placed. It is a great pity that 
this form of public transport 
fell out of favour. 

T FOWLER 
Great Barr 

Syria situation 

REGARDING the raids on 
Syria, an eminent history 
professor once said that 
there was not one despot or 
dictator that could not be 
replaced by somebody even 
worse, ie, better the devil 
you know. 

J C MASON 
Willenhall 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


graeme.andrew@expressandstar. 

co.uk 


Sandwell Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct errors as 
soon as we can. The Chronicles 
adhere to the Editors’ Code of 
Practice, which can be seen at 
www.ipso.co.uk. 

If you are unhappy with the ac¬ 
curacy of a story, write to The contact Ipso at complaints@ipso. 

Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 Queen co.uk or by post at Ipso, c/o Gate 

Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. House, 1 Farringdon Street, Lon- 
If we cannot reach a resolution don, EC4M 7LG 



Jobsworth stupidity 
at building society 

I WONDER how many more of your readers have been as 
amazed as I was today? 

With two grandchildren living some distance away I hold 
their building society bank books in order to pay a small 
amount of pocket money in from time to time. 

Their parents are then able to sort out what they wish to 
buy with this money or to save it for them. 

The building society cashier informed me that I cannot 
pay cash into their accounts at a branch, only the parents 
can do this and money laundering was mentioned. 

Well, I for one wouldn’t know the first thing about this 
practice, nor do I want to know. Whoever thought up this 
crackpot idea gets my jobsworth vote. 

MRS L SHELDON 
Dudley 


What does 
future hold 
for venue? 

THE Dudley Hippodrome 
has been the subject of 
much controversy ever 
since it closed. Why was 
it closed? Because times 
change and no amount of 
wishful thinking from a 
group of well-wishers will 
change that. 

Modern entertainment 
is loud and banal. There 
are no great comedians 
these days which draw the 
crowds. Foul-mouthed, un¬ 
shaven trainer-clad persons 
being the norm, with not a 
funny bone between them. 

Musical shows seem to be 
of the Lloyd Webber type, 
and the music hall is dead. 

Perhaps the erstwhile 
Jehovah’s Witnesses might 
take the hall over as an 
overflow to its magnificent 
building opposite? 

At least the Hippodrome 
would survive, and that 
surely is the object of the 
support group? However, 
they should hasten along 
and do something before the 
building becomes past it. 

MR C K MILLWARD 

Tipton 



FROM START TO FINISH 


Established over 20 years 97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

window-warehouse.com windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
Visit our showroom: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm Sat 9am-1pm 




ana 


Slind.5 


Vertical Blind Spe 



— 

www.designa-blinds.com Tel: 0121 572 9713 Fabrics only Service available 


Conservatory/Dining Room/ Kitchen/ Lounge/Bedroom/Bathroom 
All blinds are made to measure direct from the factory 


Your Local Black Country Blinds Manufacturer 

1/ Suitable for any room and environment 
✓ Light control in all situations 
y' Huge selection of fabrics 

Child Safe - Cordless Systems Full Range of Fabrics 

Free Measure & quote | Fast Reliable Service | Competitive Pricing 

Visit our Factory Showroom: 

Albert Street, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 4DB 

Showrooms also at: • Bearwood Indoor Market 


Don’t be blinded by 
sunlight this summer.. \ 




★STAR CLUTCHES LTD &★ 

• REPAIR CENTRE * 

PHDi @0101 

REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES OF VEHICLES 

• MECHANICAL REPAIRS • GEARBOXES 

• MOT • BRAKES 

•CLUTCHES • WELDING 

• GENERAL SERVICING • DIAGNOSTICS 
Competitive Reliable. All work Guaranteed 

163 Great Bridge Street B70 ODJ 

0121 5721253 m. 



PHONES 


We Buy & Sell New & Used Mobile Phones 


Unlock All Makes & Models 


All Repair Work Undertaken 


Walk In Repair Centre 


Walk In Repair Centre 
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Under-fire car wash scheme 
put on hold for site visit 


PLANNING chiefs have requested to visit the site of a planned 
hand car wash in Oldbury, before granting approval. 

Sandwell Council’s planning committee deferred the application at 
their meeting which took place last Wednesday in order to visit the 
proposed site, before any decision was made. The plans are for a hand 
cash wash on vacant land adjacent to Dudley Road East, in Tividale. 
The site had previously been a petrol station. 

It is proposed it would be open seven 
days a week, including bank holidays, 
between the hours of 7am and 8pm. 
The plans include five car parking 
spaces and the scheme will provide 
jobs for four people. The site is near 
a car repairs and recovery garage and 
residential properties. 

Resident Faisal Rafi raised objec¬ 
tions to the proposal at the meeting. 
He said: “There will be a rise in parked 
cars near to homes. There will be noise 
pollution during long periods of the 
day and during unsociable hours. 

“There will be an extensive water 
waste - we already have a problem 
with flooding, so any car wash will 
make the situation worse. It will in¬ 
crease the amount of traffic on the pri¬ 
vate road opposite. It will reduce the 
amount of parking and create major 
access issues for homeowners and 
emergency services. 

“There are already three car washes 
nearby - we don’t need another one.” 

Applicant, Mukesh Gangotra, said: 
“I am trying to eliminate problems 
with the site by putting a business 
there -1 think it is better for the area.” 

Members of the planning committee 
requested a site visit before making 
any further decision on the plans. A 
site visit will be arranged before the 
next meeting, which is scheduled to 
take place in June. 


Decision on 
bar proposal 
is put on ice 

PLANNING chiefs have deferred an 
application to transform a shop into a 
bar in Oldbury. 

Sandwell Council’s planning com¬ 
mittee deferred the plans until their 
next meeting when they met last 
Wednesday, to receive further infor¬ 
mation from highways. The planning 
application has been lodged to turn a 
convenience store into a micro bar at 
45 to 47 Regent Road, in Tividale. 

The plans state the bar would be 
open between noon and 11.30pm Sun¬ 
day to Thursday, and noon to 12.30am 
on Fridays and Saturdays. 

Letters of objection had been re¬ 
ceived outlining concerns about noise, 
parking, underage drinking, anti-so¬ 
cial behaviour and rubbish. 

The application is expected to be 
next up for discussion at the council’s 
planning committee meeting in June. 



Horses near the entrance to the accident and emergency department at Russells Hall Hospital 


DOZENS of horses are being seized in 
Dudley and Sandwell by a horse res¬ 
cue firm paid £140,000 a year. 

Equine Emergency Services, based 
in Bridgnorth, seized 45 horses in 
Dudley and 30 in Sandwell last year. 

It is contracted by the councils in a 
bid to clear roads and open spaces of 
tethered and stray horses. The firm 
then charges £400 for the owners to 
reclaim the animals. It also rehomes 
the horses. 


The firm’s website features appeals 
for the owners for 38 horses seized in 
the two boroughs over the past year. 
They include eight seized in one day 
off the Birmingham New Road in Dud¬ 
ley and five from Hall Lane in Tipton. 

Five were also picked up from the 
Fens Pool Nature Reserve in Brierley 
Hill. The horses range in age and types 
with black cobs, piebalds and skew¬ 
balds. The work of the company was 
raised by the office of the West Mid¬ 


lands Police and Crime Commissioner 
this week. The firm’s work has seen 
the number of stray horses reduced. In 
Dudley, 145 horses were seized a year. 

Brierley Hill Councillor John Mar¬ 
tin said five years ago up to 70 horses 
were tethered on the 30-acre Fens 
Pool Nature Reserve at a time. He 
said: “Dudley Council was compelled 
to act because of the destruction of the 
nature reserve and cruelty to the ani¬ 
mals, some of them left to starve.” 


Councillors 
wait and see 
over school 

COUNCIL bosses are set to visit 
the site of a planned expansion to a 
Smethwick secondary school, before 
making a decision on whether to give 
plans the green light. 

Sandwell Council’s planning com¬ 
mittee deferred the application at 
their meeting in order to visit the site 
before any decision was made. 

The plans include a new teaching 
block at Shireland Collegiate Acad¬ 
emy, and a dining room extension. 
A separate new free primary school 
would also be built at Shireland, 
under the plans. 

The expansion at the current school 
is expected to provide around 275 new 
secondary school places, while the 
primary school would create 420 new 
places. The development forms part of 
plans by education bosses to provide 
thousands of new school places across 
Sandwell over the coming years in 
order to ease the pressure on the bor¬ 
ough’s school system. 

The planning committee is expected 
to visit the application site before the 
next planning meeting. 

Machete threat 
made on worker 

AN ARMED gang threatened a store 
worker with a machete before beating 
him up and stealing cigarettes. 

Four thugs targeted the High¬ 
way Food and Drinks Store in Daisy 
Street, Coseley. 

One of the offenders, carrying the 
weapon, demanded money from a 
member of staff. The gang then set 
about beating up the terrified worker 
and punched him several times on the 
side of his head - leaving him with 
bruising. 

Detectives have launched an inves¬ 
tigation into the incident, which took 
place on Sunday, at around 6.50pm. 



GET CUSTOMERS 
SHOPPING 




41% of people decide where to shop as a result of seeing 
advertising in local media - ahead of supermarket promotions 
(25%), direct mail (21%) and TV advertising (19%) 

SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


HALF PRICE 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
JUST £2.00 PER MONTH (INC. P&P) 



To subscribe call our free customer 
care hotline on 0800 146 540 


Overseas 12-month gift subscriptions are available from: Europe £73.56, 
rest of the world £110.76 (Includes P&P, Direct Debit or Pre-payment) 


To find out more about advertising in the 
Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

MAGAZINE 
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Bowel cancer awareness 
is at heart of Clair's job 


NHS HEROES 


ONCE again we focus some of 
our time on the quiet heroes of 
the NHS, from a wide variety of 
backgrounds doing a wide varie¬ 
ty of jobs. 

Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust is one 
of the Black Country’s largest 
NHS organisations. It employs 
7,500 people, many of whom live 
locally. Last year, the trust pro¬ 
vides care from 150 locations. 
This week we highlight: 

CLAIR MILLARD 
Specialist bowel cancer 
screening practitioner 



A 30FT INFLATABLE model of 
a bowel aims to educate the 
public about the importance 
of screening in the fight 
against cancer. 

And Clair Millard is the driv¬ 
ing force behind Sandwell and 
West Birmingham Hospitals NHS 
Trust investing in the huge in¬ 
flatable - which allows people to 
take an in-depth look at one of the 
most important parts of the hu¬ 
man body. 

Throughout April, the inflatable has 
been making appearances all over the 
West Midlands, as part of Bowel Can¬ 
cer Awareness month. It was also on 
show at the Vaisakhi celebrations in 
Smethwick, at Handsworth Park on 
Sunday. 

“People have been very interested in 
looking around the bowel and we have 
been able to educate them about why 
screening is so important,” Clair, aged 
33, explained. 

Humour 

“I love knowing that we are actively 
saving lives by preventing cancers 
from forming by screening those peo¬ 
ple without any bowel symptoms. 

“Working within the bowels of the 
body - I have seen and heard all the 
jokes! 

“But I really could not find a job 
more suited to my sense of humour. 
Finding the funny side of things in dif¬ 
ficult circumstances goes a long way, 
and enables rapport with patients.” 

And she recalled one particular 
memorable moment: “We found and 
returned somebody’s gold tooth during 
their colonoscopy.” 

Clair has been working within the 
bowel cancer screening programme for 


more than five years. Before that, she 
was a staff nurse in endoscopy, also 
based at Sandwell Hospital. 

She explained more about her role: 
“It involves assessing patients ready 
for the colonoscopy camera test, being 
a patient liaison between bowel screen¬ 
ing and the hospital and dealing with 
results and future care for patients. 

“This involves sensitivity when deal¬ 
ing with patients with high emotions 
regarding possible cancer diagnoses. 

“I have met so many lovely patients 
over the years and have been involved 
in the transition from us to the care 
of the surgical team for cancer treat¬ 
ment, for those who have tested pos¬ 
itive. 

“I enjoy the range of patients that I 
meet on a day to day basis. 

“There is a big change in demo¬ 
graphic in the areas around our hos¬ 


pitals and as a result we meet people 
from every walk of life which makes 
for a varied kind of clinic each day.” 

If Clair hadn’t become a nurse she 
would have liked to have continued 
with her dancing - another passion of 
hers. 

“Prior to undertaking nurse train¬ 
ing at university, I worked in holiday 
entertainment at Haven and Butlins 
and have danced for many years,” she 
added. 

“So I would probably still be ‘tread¬ 
ing the boards’ somewhere in the 
world!” 

Clair’s own hero is Eddi Hall - the 
current World’s Strongest Man. 

She laughed: “I am such a strong 
man fanatic - I have been going to 
Britain’s and Europe’s Strongest man 
competition for many years and I love 
it.” 


offers you the 
to enjoy 
worry-free 
motoring 


Breakdown 
cover and 
insurance 
included 


To find out how 
Motability can help 
you, talk to our 
specialist today. 


Motability 


THERE'S MORE TO US THAN 
OUR MOTABILITY MODELS 


MUCH MORE 

It's not just the freedom of 
independence you’ll enjoy. 

There are all the benefits 
of worry-free motoring too, 
including servicing, routine 
maintenance and road tax. 

You can trust us to take care 
of everything. And it’s all 
included in the cost. 



Dudley Motor Company 


Trindle Road 
Dudley 
DY2 7AY 


www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


01384 454100 


#Vauxhall Motability Range Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 
emissions (g/km). Vauxhall Motability range: Urban 30.4 (9.3) - 74.3 (3.8), Extra-urban 49.6 (5.7) - 91.1 (3.1), Combined 40.9 (6.9) - 85.6 
(3.3). C0 2 emissions 161 - 88g/km. 

# Fuel consumption information is official government environmental data, tested in accordance with the relevant EU directive. Official EU-regulated test 
data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. The 
facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered 
Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London, SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility 
Component of the Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate Mobility Component of the Personal Independence Payment, the War Pensioners' 
Mobility Supplement or the Armed Forces Independence Payment which will be taken in lieu of the four weekly rental. Full written details, including terms 
and conditions, are available on request. All information correct at time of going to press. 


We are 
your friendly, 
local dental 
professionals. 


We can help you 
solve your dental 
problems, painlessly. 

We are only a phone call away: 

0121 588 4541 


STELLA MARIS DENTAL 


84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

www.confidence2smile.co.uk 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer Than 



Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 


All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

0800 6121118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
Which?') Trusted 
Trader 


zz 2 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f 
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LTA in female 
coaches search 

THE Lawn Tennis Association has re¬ 
vealed an ambitious goal to double the 
number of women on their coaching pro¬ 
grammes over the next five years. The 
LTA, which currently boasts 800 women 
in coaching roles across the country, out¬ 
lined its ambition at their second Wom¬ 
en’s Coach Conference in Birmingham. 

The conference is designed to show¬ 
case the extraordinary efforts of women 
throughout the country and provides 
them the opportunity to connect with 
and empower each other. Sue Lawrence, 
head of category for women and girls at 
the LTA, said: “Tennis coaches are funda¬ 
mental to growing the game and deliver¬ 
ing an outstanding experience for people.” 

To find out more visit www.lta.org.uk/ 
coach-teach 


Answers sought after death of Kyle 



Tammy Bastable, with a picture of her son Kyle 


THE family of a schoolboy who died 
when he was ‘crushed’ when he 
collided with a lorry near a notori¬ 
ous busy roundabout said they still 
want answers about his death. 

Schoolboy Kyle Bastable, aged 11, was 
on his way home when he was hit by a 
lorry near the Birchley Island in August 
last year. 

Kyle, also known as Joe, suffered serious in¬ 
juries and died close to the Shell garage near 
the island. 

But his mother Tammy Bastable and grand¬ 
mother Susan Bastable have been left wanting 
answers and have called on the police to reopen 
the investigation into Kyle’s death. 

The family also held a protest near to the 


scene where Kyle tragically lost his life on Sun¬ 
day from 2pm, where they were asking friends 
and residents to join them to raise awareness. 

Tammy said the family couldn’t move on 
without the investigation being reopened. 

She had previously launched an online peti¬ 
tion calling for changes to the speed limit for 
HGV lorries around Birchley Island in Old¬ 
bury, alongside working traffic light cameras 
and barriers. 

Listen 

Tammy pleaded that unless changes are 
made, Kyle ‘wasn’t the first and won’t be the 
last’. Grandmother Susan said: “We just want 
people to listen. We want someone to take on 
our case. We need people’s help. We want the 
investigation into Kyle’s death reopened. We 
want justice so we can let Kyle rest.” Tammy 


added: “We want someone to help us and re¬ 
look at it all. We want someone to talk to us. 

“We can’t move on with it as it is now. We 
need closure. We have got questions and we 
want them answered.” 

The Black Country Coroners heard in Jan¬ 
uary that Kyle was ‘dragged under the lorry’ 
for 39 metres, but the crash was unavoidable. 
Black Country Coroner Zafar Siddique re¬ 
corded a verdict that Kyle died as a result of a 
road traffic collision - which occurred just after 
10pm on August 31, last year. 

Close family friend, Emma Palmer paid trib¬ 
ute to Kyle saying he was a ‘lovely lad’. 

She added: “He would do anything for any¬ 
one and everyone. He was a happy little boy. 

“It is heartbreaking what happened. When 
he died, part of us died. His family and friends 
won’t ever be the same.” 



Our Spring Sale is here, so you can give your 
existing kitchen a fresh new Smiley makeover at 
a fraction of the cost. 




• No need to empty cupboards • No mess, no fuss 

• Most kitchens completed in just one day 

• Laminate, Solid Wood or Painted Doors 

• All doors made to measure • FREE design service 

• Call for a FREE quotation 



ASK ABOUT 
QUICK-TOPS... 

Why replace your 
worktops when this 
unique quartz overlay 
simply fits over your 
existing surface. 


I Quick-Tops I 

By Smiley Kitchens M 


Just look at these amazing benefits: 

HYGIENIC - an almost perfectly smooth 
surface leaves nowhere for germs to hide. 

EASY TO CARE FOR - a quick wipe with 
a neutral cleaner is all you need. 

DURABLE - scratch resistant and more than 
tough enough to withstand everyday knocks and scratches. 
TIMELESS - there is something about stone that means it never 
goes out of fashion. 

EASILY INSTALLED - in less than a day with no mess. 









■ 
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Kitchen Transformations 


Your- new kitchen is just a caJf away... 

0121 285 2157 

www.smileykitchens.com 

Lines Open: Mon - Sat 9.00am till 6.00pm • Sun 10.00am till 4.00pm. 

Over 30 years experience. Family run business. 


Appeal made as 
goose shot down 



The goose seen with the crossbow bolt in its neck 

RSPCA officers are appealing for information after a goose 
was shot with a crossbow bolt in Smethwick. A concerned 
member of the public spotted the injured Canada goose on 
a canal on April 1. 

The goose was caught by officers and taken to the char¬ 
ity’s Birmingham Animal Hospital to be cared for. The 
goose has recovered well and was released back into the 
wild on Tuesday, last week. 

Inspector Mike Scargill said: “It is very worrying that 
someone has deliberately done this. The goose would have 
suffered during those hours that the crossbow was in his 
head. It is also a very cruel and cowardly attack on an in¬ 
nocent bird.” 

Meanwhile an RSPCA investigation has started after 
thugs shot and killed three geese in Walsall. 

The charity was contacted last Wednesday after a woman 
found a goose collapsed in Wolverhampton Street, Walsall. 

Two others were found dead nearby. 

The surviving goose remained at the vets for emergency 
treatment and care but died on Friday from her injuries. 

Anyone with information that could help the RSPCA’s 
investigation, can call 0300 123 8018. 

£ 28 k to help those 
affected by suicide 

A HEALTH and wellbeing charity is launching a new sui¬ 
cide bereavement service in the region, thanks to a dona¬ 
tion of almost £30,000. 

Staff and customers at building society the West Brom 
have been supporting The Kaleidoscope Plus Group during 
the last 12 months and have raised a total of £28,000. The 
charity, which is based on Halfords Lane in Smethwick, 
works to tackle the stigma surrounding mental health. 

The money handed over by the West Brom will help 
them employ a suicide bereavement co-ordinator who can 
manage and deliver its new service. Chief executive of 
the charity Monica Shafaq said: “We are hugely grateful 
to everyone who has contributed. Suicide is a major issue 
right across the country - 15 people die in the UK due to 
suicide every day and more men under the age of 45 die 
as a result of suicide than road traffic accidents, HIV and 
assaults combined.” 
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Get expert advice from trusted professionals at Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Limited 


Window firm with a wealth of experience 


Investing in new windows and doors or a 
conservatory is a huge commitment, so it 
is vital to get expert advice from trusted 
professionals. 

Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Limited 
have a wealth of experience and will spend time 
with you, thoroughly discussing your options. 

Offering a 10-year insurance backed 
guarantee, they will never ask for a deposit or 
stage payments - with customers only paying 
after the installation is complete. 

And after they’ve left you to enjoy your new 
purchase, they won’t just walk off into the 


sunset. In the unlikely event of something 
going wrong with your windows, doors or 
conservatory you’ll be fully covered for after 
care with your guarantee. 

The company, which is based in Halesowen, 
can also assist with repairs and maintenance 
problems with your current windows, doors 
and conservatories regardless of who originally 
fitted them. 

These are people who definitely know what 
they’re doing! 

And, if you’re scratching your head for ideas 
on how to fund your new project, they can 


give you some help. A company spokesman 
said: “A Barclays Home Improvement Account 
offers you the ideal way to fund your home 
improvement.” 

Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Ltd’s 
products are fabricated ‘in house’, utilising 
their own specialist PVCu manufacturing plant. 
The company has over 30 years experience, 
and are a major supplier of quality PVCu 
installations of windows, doors, conservatories, 
porches, orangeries and fascia and soffit 
boards throughout the West Midlands. 

“All installations are fully supervised from 


initial design through to final installation by 
expert Rydale operatives,” added the company 
spokesman. 

The team of expert fitters have a wealth of 
experience and are recommended for their 
polite, courteous and tidy approach. 

Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Ltd is 
Certass registered and Fair Trades and No 
Rogue Traders Here approved. 

In addition the company is fully compliant with 
Document L Building Regulations. 

“Our approach ensures a consistently high 
level of quality control and also allows our 


customers to achieve considerable savings 
by buying direct,” added their company 
spokesman. 

Their A rated windows, which reduce heat 
loss by more than 20 per cent, are fitted as 
standard and can save over £250 off your 
heating bill in the first year alone. 

At Rydale Windows they take security very 
seriously. “All of our doors and windows are 
fitted with high security multi point locks.” 

For further information contact Rydale 
Windows (Manufacturing) Limited on 0800 917 
6060 or visit www.rydalewindows.co.uk 
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f Order a conservatory or full 
house of windows and you 
will get a full valeting service 
on your guttering or windows 
or conservatory totally FREE. 


T Valeting Services now 
available to restore all 
your uPVC products. 
Guttering and Driveways 
valeting available. 


T EsI Supply only 

f n jfi ill Kfei ftS ! S Available to 

‘ l ari! 11211 H I I the trade on all 

II ! our products 

Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Spring and give RYDALE a ring\ 


Windows?! Doors 


PrangeriesJfPorches 
and Soffit {Boards! 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON MAY INSTALLATIONS 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 
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Market leading Stourbridge double glazing 
business Carera Windows has fitted more 
than half a million quality windows and doors 
over the past 28 years. 

The company based in Junction Road, 
Audnam, started out 28 years ago to serve 
the Stourbridge area but as it has grown 
it has moved on to serve neighbouring 
areas including Halesowen, Kidderminster, 
Bromsgrove and Worcester. 

The business moved to its present base 20 
years ago. Carera offer a full range of windows 
and doors and also install a full range of 
conservatories, orangeries and living spaces. 

Happy 

The company prides itself on having a depth 
of knowledge in all aspects of the products it 
offers and industry regulations. The company 
is fully conversant with all current regulations 
within the industry. A key aim is to provide 
a level of customer service that is second 
to none. More than 70 per cent of all Carera 
Windows’ home sales come via personal 
recommendation from happy clients, which 
number many thousands. It takes pride 
in completing every project to the highest 
standard. 

From the start, Carera is committed to offering 
only top-quality products, expert installations 
and unbeatable personal service to both private 
and commercial customers. Its experienced 
team is committed to working closely with local 
authorities, education authorities, landlords, 
architects and contractors on its commercial 
work. Carera Windows is keen to get involved in 
any kind of commercial project from industrial 
units to office conversions, new build to 
refurbishments and renovations. 

The company’s showroom at its base is open 



Carera Windows has fitted more than half a million quality windows and doors Carera prides itself on offering honest and professional expert advice 


Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm and Saturday, Carera Windows was started by owner and the business across the country. Carera prides aims to provide a friendly service without hard 

10am to 4pm. It offers a wide range of products managing director Mark Crumpton in 1989, itself on offering honest and professional expert sell. 

in various sizes and colours, manufactured originally from home as a small enterprising advice, installing 100 per cent high quality Carera can supply and fit from a single 

using PVCu, aluminium, GRP and hardwood. double glazing company supplying the local products, sensible prices and outstanding window to complex orangeries and no job is to 

Carera also installs entrance doors, sliding area. Its housing association glazing contracts customer service. small or to large for it. The company controls 

patio doors, french double doors and porches, and commercial premises work now also takes It has become a market leader in its area and every aspect of its projects. 



,f your getting 
3 quotes make 
sure Carera is 
one of tkemUU 
Call us TODAY 
>3-384 442490 
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Proud 


to have worked with 


Top Quality a Kmcv, 

Products At Great Prices 
Yale Locking Systems 
Swish Window & Door Systems 
Payment On Completion 
Full 10 Year Guarantee 
No Deposit Required 

us NOW 


CARERA 


Make the right choice for your new windows, 
conservatories, orangeries and porches. 

Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, 
it has had the same owner since it opened 
in 1989. Call them now for your FREE 
no obligation quotations. Our visit takes 
approximately 20-30 minutes 

Visit our large beautiful 
showroom with all products on 
display for a warm welcome 

WINDOWS ■ DOORS ■ PORCHES ■ ORANGERIES ■ CONSERVATORIES 

24, Junction Rd, Audnam, 01384 442 490 


Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 


www.carerawindows.co.uk 


Yale 


FENSA 


Registered Company 






























































Children go Laa Laafor bedtime tales 



Former Teletubby Nicky Smedley with, from left, Jack Fraser, aged six, Sophia Allmark, two and Isla Fraser, three 


CHILDREN were delighted at a mag¬ 
ical storytelling day at Bensons for 
Beds in Wednesbury. 

The event, marking the opening of 
the new store in Gallagher Shopping 
Park, featured a guest appearance 
from Nikky Smedley, best known for 
her role as Laa Laa in The Teletub- 
bies. With her gigantic storytelling 
skirt, the actress turned professional 
storyteller captivated youngsters with 
her tales as they were allowed to test 


out the wide range of children’s beds 
and let their imaginations run wild. 

Paul Simpson, manager at the store 
said: “We’re delighted with how well 
the event went today - Nikky was fan¬ 
tastic at keeping the children engaged 
and they loved the storytelling. It was 
a great way to bring the new Wednes¬ 
bury Bensons for Beds store to life.” 

The storytelling day was originally 
arranged for several weeks ago but 
was postponed due to snow. Its aim 


was to encourage children to switch 
off their screens and read before they 
go to bed, as well as help them explore 
their imaginations and create their 
own bedtime stories. 

Parents were able to drop their chil¬ 
dren off while they browsed the store 
or had a coffee. 

Born in Solihull, 47-year-old Nikky 
Smedley played yellow Teletubby Laa 
Laa in the hit BBC children’s show 
from 1997 to 2001. 


Dealer in 
'cuckooing' 
operation 
locked up 


A YOUNG drug trafficker who managed a 
criminal enterprise from the home of a vul¬ 
nerable person after forcing his way in has 
been locked up. 

Thomas Holloway and sidekick Roshaun Sinclair 
used the home as a base for splitting and distribut¬ 
ing drugs, known as cuckooing, a court heard. 


Holloway, aged 20, of 
Rowley Regis, was sen¬ 
tenced to five years custody 
for possessing crack cocaine 
and heroin with the intent 
to supply and the possession 
of criminal property. While 
criminology student Ros¬ 
haun Sinclair, 19, from West 
Bromwich, was handed two 
years and four months in 
prison for possessing crack 
cocaine and heroin with the 
intent to supply. 

Police received a tip-off 
by a manager at a yellow 
ribbon charity and searched 
a premises in Frankwell, 
Shrewsbury, where they 
caught the pair among the 
drugs, a number of mobiles 
and knives on January 19. 

Miss Joanne Barker, 
prosecuting, said that po¬ 
lice found 2.1g of cocaine 
with a street value of £300, 


By Jordan Reynold s 

5.8g of heroin with a value 
of £580 and five packages of 
cocaine with an estimated 
value of £1,410. Sinclair, of 
Normans Drive, was found 
with the fingers of his right 
hand wrapped in cling him, 
a mobile phone on him and 
£25 cash. While Holloway, 
of Harper Close, had two 
mobile phones and £1,250 
in cash. 

Miss Barker told Shrews¬ 
bury Crown Court: “Drug 
dealers have travelled from 
the Wolverhampton and 
Birmingham areas to the 
Shrewsbury community 
to sell drugs and set them¬ 
selves up and latch onto 
local users and dealers.” 

Both defendants pleaded 
guilty when they appeared 
at crown court. 


Splashing time had 
by all at Lightwoods 



Youngsters from left, Harriet, Matilda, Rowan, Harvey and 
Georgia enjoy the Muddy Puddle Walk at Lightwoods Park 

PEPPA Pig and her brother George visited Lightwoods 
Park in Bearwood to splash around in muddy puddles 
while raising money for Save The Children. The TV char¬ 
acters joined children from Smarty Pants Nursery, based 
at Lightwoods House, for the Muddy Puddle Walk on Mon¬ 
day April 23. More than 200 toddlers and parents from the 
nursery and the nearby ABC Nursery came together for a 
walk through the park with Peppa and George. 

And they got round the lack of muddy puddles thanks to 
paddling pools filled with compost and water where they 
had a splash around. Nursery owner and manager Lydia 
Browning said: “We were so pleased with the turnout and 
that we raised more than £100 for Save The Children.” 

Lightwoods House opened in January 2018 having been 
extensively restored thanks to a £5.2 million project funded 
by the council, Big Lottery fund (BIG) and Heritage Lot¬ 
tery Fund (HLF). 


Green day for all to mark ancient traditions 


FAMILIES can celebrate the ancient 
traditions of Green Man folklore at a 
fun-filled event at a Sandwell muse¬ 
um. 

On Sunday, May 13, the event kicks 
off at noon at the Oak House Museum 
and grounds, in West Bromwich. 

Visitors can listen to 17th century 
folk tales and make springtime head 
garlands. There will also be blacksmith 
demonstrations - an industry the Tur- 
ton family who lived at Oak House 


were involved with in the 1600s. They 
can also enjoy Tudor dancing inside 
the house with Oak House favourite 
historical interpretation group Glori- 
ana. Morris dancers will be performing 
throughout the day on the terrace at 
the back of the visitors centre. 

Rebecca Butler, visitor services of¬ 
ficer, said: “This is sure to be a fun- 
filled day for adults and children alike. 

“There will be lots of children’s en¬ 
tertainment too - with an under five’s 


soft play area, face painting to get into 
the Green Man spirit, a bouncy castle 
for children to enjoy and Green Man- 
themed quizzes and trails.” 

Jane Hanney, museum services 
manager, added: “Visitors can also 
enjoy our new information about the 
grounds at Oak House that tells the 
story of what was going on outside 
the buildings 400 years ago. The Oak 
House was at the centre of a busy 
farm.” The event runs until 4pm. 





wilko 


Bank Holiday 

Deals 

don’t miss out 


S 

Mix awA match 6 pack 


100% organic 
sa|e to use 
around children 
aiA^ pets 


Loads more garden stuff you'll bve at Wllko.COnn 


J 
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*ln store only. Offers live until 08.05.18. All products subject to availability. Please check your store in advance to avoid disappointment. 
Online delivery charges may apply. Westland SafeLawn Natural Lawn Feed 80m 2 (£1.79 per 1kg). 


FurnitureClinic 



Leather Care & 

Repair Specialists 

Professional cleaning, repair & restoration service 
for all items of leather, fabric and wood. 

Leather Cleaning Leather Repairs Colour Restoration 
Fabric Cleaning Re-Upholstery Foam Repairs Stitch Repairs 

Furniture Car Interiors Contract Seating 

Items can be repaired on site or larger jobs can be taken 
back to our workshop. We cover the West Midlands including 
Birmingham, Dudley, Wolverhampton, Worcester and Walsall, 
offering excellent service to our business and domestic clients. 


www.furnitureclinic.co.uk 


Birmingham Unit 23, Bloomfield Park, 
Bloomfield Road, Tipton, DY4 9AH 
Tel: 0121 274 0335 / 07436 816975 
Email: birmingham@furnitureclinic.co.uk 
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“Crash victim 
who died at 
scene named 

A MAN who died after a crash in Birming¬ 
ham has been named as Daniel Blount. 

West Midlands Police said they are con¬ 
tinuing to investigate the cause of the crash 
which took place last Wednesday. 

Police were called to Kingstanding Road 
at around 6.45pm. 

Mr Blount, aged 31, died at the scene. 
Two other people in the car he was travel¬ 
ling in were taken to hospital. 

One was in a critical condition, and the 
other has now been released from hospital. 

The family of Mr Blount, who was a 
roofer from Kingstanding, paid tribute to 
him, saying: “Our lives will never be the 
same without him.” 

Police said Mr Blount was travelling in a 
white Ford Transit van when it is believed 
he was involved in a crash with a black car 
which did not stop. 

No arrests have been made, but the in¬ 
vestigation continues. 

Anyone with information should contact 
West Midlands Police on 101, quoting log 
2184 of April 25. 

Alternatively, contact Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111. 

Engineering works 
school plan passed 

PLANS to revamp a former engineering 
works into a primary school have been ap¬ 
proved. 

Proposals for the site in Wednesbury 
Road, Walsall were submitted by charity 
Abu Bakr Trust to provide Islamic educa¬ 
tion. 

It currently houses 270 students on a 
temporary basis. 

The plans have been given the go-ahead 
by Walsall Council’s planning committee. 

They will see existing mobile classroom 
buildings and a recreation hall removed to 
make way for a permanent school with 15 
classrooms. 


Fun day kicks off for Richard 


‘HE touched thousands of 
hearts at West Bromwich 
Albion’. 

That is how Baggies caretaker 
boss Darren Moore summed up 
club star Richard Eades at a spe¬ 
cial fun day which took place in 
his memory. 

Big Dave took charge of an Albion 
Legends XI at the event which took 
place on Sunday - just 24 hours after 
he led the Baggies to their second 
win under his stewardship, keep¬ 
ing the team hanging on to Premier 
League status for another week. 

Hundreds of people attended the 
day at Halesowen Town FC, which 
culminated in a match between 
Boing FC and the Albion Legends. 

Darren said: “It was a wonder¬ 
ful tribute for a wonderful man. He 
touched lots of hearts - thousands of 
hearts at West Bromwich Albion. 

“The mere fact so many people 
attended, epitomises the person he 
was. 

Approachable 

“Through players, staff, fans and 
the community, we all turned out 
to come and support his family for a 
wonderful cause. 

“Richard was a warming, ap¬ 
proachable man who would have 
done anything for you. He would 
always lend himself to any situation 
that he was in and nothing was ever 
too much to ask. 

“He always had a wonderful smile 
on his face. I was delighted to turn 
out to support his family.” 

Richard, from Wednesbury, died in 
December aged just 42 after nearly 
three decades serving Albion. 

He worked in various roles but is 
best remembered for his time as mas¬ 
cot ‘Albi’ - putting on the costume 
for over a decade from 2007. The fun 
day was organised by his pal Dave 
Challenor - better known as Baggie 
Bird. The day began with an It’s a 



Baggie Bird with the game officials The football mascots line up with Baggie Bird at the Halesowen Town FC ground 



Knockout-style tournament, which 
was won by a team made up of Rich¬ 
ard’s friends. 

Fittingly, the Player Of The Tour¬ 
nament award was given to a goal 
keeper - the position Richard played. 

The day’s main event was a match 
between a West Bromwich Albion All 
Stars team and Boing FC - Richard’s 
old team. 

However, the game was more like 
a wrestling match and a chance for 
Baggie Bird and Wolfie the Wolf 
to settle a few scores, much to the 
amusement of the crowd. 

Richard’s partner of 18 years Carly 


Evans said: “It was emotional but 
nice to see so many people turned 
out for him. 

“He’s given me two beautiful chil¬ 
dren and our best memories are with 
the kids. 

“It just goes to show that more 
people out there knew what a great 
bloke he was. I’ve always known 
what he was like. 

“He was all for his family and his 
friends. He would do anything for 
anybody. 

“And he loved his football. West 
Brom have been unbelievable, from 
agreeing to meet the kids and their 


support for the fun day.” Among the 
Baggies stars to attend were former 
strikers Geoff Horsfield and Andy 
Johnson. Geoff said: “It’s brilliant 
seeing the old faces and really good 
to get together and help a fantastic 
cause as well. 

“I think it says a massive amount 
about Rich, everybody loved him 
around the club and it just proves 
that.” 

Andy added: “The turnout is a tes¬ 
tament to the character of the bloke 
and to his family and friends. He was 
a well loved guy around the Black 
Country.” 



Richard Eades, in his Albi outfit 




Call 01 '09 385 526 (Quote: RP32) www.leger.co.uk 

Terms & conditions apply. *Supplements may apply. 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Discover the 
of Eurooe 


Enjoy one of our fully escorted touring holidays 
travelling by luxury coach. 

✓ Holidays from only £259pp 

✓ Luxury coaches with extra legroom 

✓ £50pp low deposit 

/ FREE brochure - order now! iBABTA J i,: y 
Locai joining points: Birmingham, Walsall, Cannock* Wolverhampton 


EXCLUSIVE 
READER OFFER! 
SAVE £20pp 
on all tours. 

Offer Code: READ 
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FURNITURE WAREHOUSE 


120 BEAKS ROAD SMETHWICK B67 5RS 
WILL BE CLOSING ON MONDAY 7TH MAY 5.00PM 

CIiIAI ALL stock MUST BE SOLD BY MONDAY 

NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED 

0 1 11 f S everything available to take or 

4 ™" IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 



Top Quality 
Full Double 
Size Mattress 
Orthopaedic 



Big Corona 
3 Door 
Wardrobe 
Solid Wood 
Ex display 
to clear 



{129 


TWO 

ONLY 


Top of the 
range memory 
foam luxury 
double size 
mattress 
Ex display 


{129 





FOUR 

ONLY 


Full Double 
Size Luxury 
Orthopaedic 
Complete Bed 


H 



ONE 

ONLY 


2 Door Solid 
Oak Wardrobe 
Ex display to 
clear 



FOUR 

ONLY 


King Size 
Top Quality 
Orthopaedic 
Mattress 5ft 
wide x 6.6 
Amazing Value 


{129 


ONE 

ONLY 


Lift Rise/ 
Recliner Chair 
Ex display 
to clear 



Single Size 
Faux Leather 
Ottoman 
Bedframe 
to clear 





Big Oak Table 
& 6 Matching 
Chairs. Ex 
display 


£199 


To Clear THE SET 


60 

ASSORTED 


Dining Chairs. 
All Colours 
All Sizes 
to clear 


£ 12.50 




Single Size 
Electric 
Adjustable 
Bed Ex display 
to clear 


ONE 

ONLY 


Study Bunkbed 
Single Bed 
on Top Desk 
Underneath 
Ex display 
to Clear 


£89 


Mattresses Extra 



THREE 

ONLY 


Big Budget 
Mattress 
5ft x 6ft 6” 
Full Sprung 
to Clear 


£39 


ONE 

ONLY 


Triple Sleep 
Bunk Bed 
Double on 
Bottom Single 
on Top 
To Clear 


£89 


Mattresses Extra 


Kingsize Black 
Crushed Velvet 
Sleigh Bed. 
Ex Display 
To Clear 


5 Draw Fully 
Assembled 
Chest of 
Drawers 
Black. To Clear 


TWO 

ONLY 


Black Leather 
Recliner 
Chairs 
Ex display 


£129 



r 


Sat 5th May 
9.00am-5.00pm 


I 


CLOSED SUNDAY 


I 


Bank Holiday Monday 
10.00am-5.00pm 


l 


120 Beaks Road, Smethwick B67 5RS ALL STOCK MUST BE SOLD 
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Expert water knowledge on tap at hub 


Commercial feature 


Inside the South Staffs Water community hub following its official opening which took place last Friday 


Deputy Mayor, Councillor Susan Eaves with South Staffs chief Phil Newland 


Following its official opening by Deputy 
Mayor of Sandwell, Councillor Susan Eaves 
last week (Friday, April 27), South Staffs 
Water’s first community hub opened its 
doors in Wednesbury on Monday. 

The new high street hub is part of South Staffs 
Water’s commitment to customer engagement 
and ‘making water count’ and is designed to 
be an easy and informal way for you to find out 
more about your water. 

The hub will enable South Staff Water’s 
customer service team and other experts to 
talk to you directly. It’s also a great way to raise 
awareness of the wide range of services on 
offer and provide a base for other community 
activity. 

Phil Newland, who is the managing director 
at South Staffs Water, said: “We’ve discovered 
that many of our customers welcome the 
opportunity to speak with us directly and we 
are keen to engage with them and start to 
develop stronger relationships with the wider 
community. 

“By building this level of trust, our customers 
will also feel more able to approach us if they 
have any issues. 

“This is really important to South Staffs Water. 

“Everyone is welcome to call in, whether it’s 
with queries about their water supply or even 
just for a refreshing glass of water. 

“We’ll also be working with other like-minded 
organisations, such as the Job Centre, to 
ensure that we can make a real difference to all 
our customers. 

Making sure you count 

“We want to make sure all our customers are 
supported and get extra help when they need 
it. The community hub is there for you. Please 
call in and see us if: 

• You’re on our Priority Services Register 
and you want a little extra help - whether it’s 
for understanding your bill, if you have any 


medical issues we need to be aware of, or you 
are worried about bogus callers visiting your 
home, we can help 

• You need help paying your bill - we 
understand it can sometimes be difficult to pay 
your bill, so we are here to provide help and 
advice on different ways you can manage this 

• You’re interested in switching to a water 
meter - if you want to find out more about the 
benefits of switching to a water meter, we will 


be happy to help. You could save around £100 
a year by making the switch 

• You want advice on saving water and 
money - taking care not to waste water really 
helps the environment, can lower your fuel 
bills and, if you are on a meter, can help your 
pocket too 

• Our hub also has a ‘Kids’ Corner’, a space 
to help keep your children occupied, while you 
have the opportunity to speak with us. 


Diary dates 

Over the next few months, there will be lots 
of events happening at the hub, including 
activities for grown-ups and children alike. 

Look out for our first Jobs Fair in May and 
to find out what we are doing for Dementia 
Action Week call in or visit our website https:// 
www.south-staffs-water.co.uk/community/ 
community-hub.” 


Opening hours: 

Monday 10.00 -16.00; Tuesday 10.00 -16.00; 
Wednesday 10.00 -16.00; Thursday Closed; 
Friday 10.00 -16.00; Saturday 09.00 -12.00; 
Sunday Closed. 

The address for the hub is as follows: 

South Staffs Water Community Flub, Unit 17 
Union Street, Wednesbury, WS10 7FID 




South Staffs Water's first 

Community Hub 

Come and meet the team! 


6 

South Staffs Water 
Making you count 



making 

water 

count 


Do you need a little extra help 
understanding your bill? 


Do you need help paying your bill? 


Would you like to know more 
about switching to a water meter? 


We are here 

Unit 17, Union Street, 
Wednesbury, WS10 7HD 


Opening hours: 

Mon - Wed and Fri 10am to 4pm 
Sat 9am to 12 noon 


Do you want advice on how to 
save water and money? 


Thurs and Sun closed 


www.south-staffs-water.co.uk 

























Vinyl From 

£7.16m 2 



Laminate to 

'Take away 


Rugs to go 
From £39.99 


4y EARS0% INTEREST 
FREE CREDIT' 

& NO DEPOSIT 

ON EVERYTHING IN STORE 

PLUS EVERY CARPET 
FITTED FREE 




Luxurious crusnea veiveT oea 
frame with deep buttoning 
to give a classic look. 

Mattress available at extra cost. 
Accessories not included. 




YOUR HOME... YOUR STYLE... YOUR PRICE. 


UniTed 

CARPETS 


21 Upper High Street Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 
Telephone 0121 5056679 

www.unitedcarpetsandbeds.conn or call Free on 0800 344 442 

Opening Hours: Mon 9am-8pm, Tues-Sat 9am-6pm / 

Thur late night 8am-8pnn, Sun 10am-4pm 


G* 


SHOP: IN STORE/ONLINE/MOBILE 


TRUSTPILOT 


Products subject to availability. *Free fitting applies when you buy the equivalent size of our Airstep or Treadmore underlay. Stair surcharge applies. Free fitting offer does not apply to laminate 
wood or vinyl flooring. Stocks vary from store to store. Colours in photos may vary slightly due to print quality. United Carpets accept no responsibility for printing errors, tlnterest free credit 
available up to 4 years, payable monthly. Based on £2000 total spend then 48 monthly payments of £41.67, equivalent to £9.62 per week. United Carpets and Beds is authorised and 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority in relation to credit broking. Minimum order applies. ✓Trustpilot review was correct at time of printing. 
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Purity set 
for Tesco 
boost in 
new deal 

TESCO will be provided 
a Wednesbury-based juice 
drinks manufacturer with 
a real boost when it starts 
to sell two of its brands in 
stores across the country. 

Purity Soft Drinks, based 
in Wednesbury, expects a 
significant boost to its busi¬ 
ness as Tesco is to sell two 
of its brands nationwide. 

The supermarket chain 
has stocked the Mounts 
Road-based Purity Soft 
Drinks products at a local 
level for five years, but a 
national listing could see 
a massive increase in sales 
and profits. 

Purity makes Juice- 
burst and Firefly, which 
use natural fruit juice and 
no added sugar. The firm, 
which dates back to 1892, 
has also been accepted 
onto Tesco’s Incubator 
Programme, a mentoring 
scheme for small entrepre¬ 
neurial brands. 

Through the programme, 
smaller suppliers usually 
operating on a local level 
are backed by Tesco with 
business support and in¬ 
sight. Sarah Brooks, head 
of marketing for Firefly, 
said: “2018 looks like it 
will be another big year for 
the Firefly and Juiceburst 
brands.” 

Purity Soft Drinks dates 
back to 1892 and started 
supplying soft drinks by 
horse drawn dray in and 
around Wednesbury. 


FOCUS ON WEDNESBURY 


Development starts as 170 
council homes stand empty 


WORK has started on 50 new council homes 
in Wednesbury in a bid to tackle the problem 
of families struggling to find a home in the 
borough. 

Almost 170 council-owned homes are empty in 
Sandwell, according to the latest figures. The num¬ 
ber of vacant council-owned properties stood at 169 
earlier this month - eight down from the same peri¬ 


od last year. 

This is more than in Wol¬ 
verhampton, where there 
are 168, but lower than Dud¬ 
ley, where there are 387. In 
total, there are 3,420 empty 
homes across the borough, 
with 802 vacant for more 
than six months, according 
to latest figures from the 
Department of Local Gov¬ 
ernment and Communities. 

Unlike some neighbour¬ 
ing authorities, Sandwell 
Council owns and manages 
its own housing stock. 

A spokesman said: “There 
will never be a situation 
where there are no empty 
properties as the number 
changes from day-to-day as 
people move in and out. 

“We have an excellent 
record of turning round 
empty homes and getting 
new tenants in but some¬ 
times, when a tenancy ends, 
a property does need some 
work before the next person 


By Alex Ross 


can move in. This figure will 
also include properties that 
have been empty for some 
time awaiting demolition or 
major works before they can 
be re-let.” 

Work recently got under 
way on 50 new council 
homes - Seddon Construc¬ 
tion is carrying out the work 
at Carisbrooke Road, Friar 
Park. 

Councillor Kerrie Carmi¬ 
chael, Sandwell Council’s 
cabinet member for hous¬ 
ing, said: “Schemes like 
this are part of the council’s 
wider affordable housing 
development programme 
to increase the number of 
council-owned homes avail¬ 
able.” 

The site was occupied by 
the high-rise block, Caris¬ 
brooke House, which was 
demolished by the council. 



Jack Fegan with Ruben Neves inside the Ikea store at Wednesbury 


Fan wings 
it as Neves 
visits Ikea 

HE has been at the heart of 
Wolves’ Championship ti¬ 
tle-winning campaign. 

And he has been named as 
one of the league’s team of 
the year. 

So perhaps Ruben Neves 
was looking for a new tro¬ 
phy cabinet when he was 
spotted shopping at Ikea in 
Wednesbury. 

The 21-year-old Portu¬ 
guese midfield maestro was 
snapped at the Park Lane 
superstore by Wolves fan 
Jack Fegan. 

Posting a picture of him¬ 
self with the star renowned 
for his wondergoals, on 
Twitter, Jack said: “Meet¬ 
ing @rubendsneves_ in Ikea 
is definitely the highlight of 
my week.” 

An Ikea staff member also 
posted: “When Ruben Neves 
comes into work! Absolute 
legend. 

“Great to meet him a sec¬ 
ond time!” 


Deal is 
Shaw to 
put star 
on map 



Joanne Shaw Taylor 

A WEDNESBURY-born 
star of the blues rock scene 
has won a worldwide re¬ 
cord deal with Sony. 

Joanne Shaw Taylor’s fu¬ 
ture songs will be released 
on the company’s reacti¬ 
vated Silvertone label. The 
singer and guitarist has 
just begun work on a new 
album to be released early 
in 2019. 

She will be returning 
to play in her home Black 
Country on October 7, at 
the Robin 2, in Bilston, 
with tickets going on sale 
on Friday. 

Her previous albums 
Wild, in 2016, and The 
Dirty Truth, in 2014, were 
released on Axehouse 
Music. 

Silvertone is known pri¬ 
marily as the label that 
signed The Stone Roses and 
released the British band’s 
debut album in 1989. 


Take care of funeral costs, and 
you’re taking care of them. 

S.webb & Son ltd. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

It’s as simple as that. 



Golden Charter 

Funeral Plans 

To find out more, call us today 
S Webb & Son Ltd 
17 Upper High Street, Wednesbury, 
West Midlands WS10 7HQ. 

Call (0121) 556 0056 

/ Peace of mind for you and your family 
/ Protection against rising funeral costs 
/ From the UK's largest funeral plan provider 


We all enjoy doing things for our family. 
And often it’s the little things that mean 
the most. It could even be something 
as simple as covering the cost of your 
funeral in advance. That’s why we 
recommend Golden Charter Funeral 
Plans. 

With a plan in place you 
can specify your wishes 
and take care of the 
funeral director’s costs 
included in your plan at 
today’s prices. It’s a way 
to beat the ever-rising cost of funerals, 
and get peace of mind. Not just for 
yourself, but for your family too. 


To find out more about Golden Charter Funeral Plans 
please return this coupon to the address opposite. 

Mr/Mrs/Ms Initial: Surname: 

Address: 


A 


Postcode: 


Tel no: 


Email: 


Use of your data: Both Golden Charter and the funeral director may use your details including your 
email address to keep you informed about other products and services. If you would prefer not to 
receive this information, please tick here: □ Golden Charter and the funeral director respect your 
privacy and will not share your personal data with any third parties. 


KITCHENS 


l 

AND 

A 

M 

BATHROOMS 

m 

m 

Kb 

HURRY! 


■ a 

MAY INSTALLATIONS 
STILL AVAILABLE 

* 





5 PIECE SET VANITY UNIT, 
SINK, TOILET & SOFT CLOSE 
SEAT, TOILET UNIT 


interia 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


Call now for your 

FREE SURVEY 


Potters Lane, Wednesbury, Rear Of Mecca Bingo, WslO 7Lh 

0121 505 1132 


www.interiadesigns.co.uk 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 



Friendly advise 
from a family run 
business with 35 
years experience. 
We offer a full 
range of services 
from free quote 
and design to 
installation central 
heating, building 
work, plastering 
and tiling 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-4.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-1.00pm 




FREE TILES 

ON ALL FULLY INSTALLED 
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS* 


REPLACEMENT 
KITCHEN DOORS 

FROM £10.00* 



LARGE SELECTION 

OF COMFORT 
HEIGHT 1/1/C’S 


c 


The Carpet Outlet 

161 Great Bridge Street 
West Bromwich 


:arpet 

B70 ODJ 

Tel: 0121 532 4500 

www.thecarpetoutlet.co.uk 

Email: info@thecarpetoutlet.co.uk 
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COMMERCIAL FEATURE 

TRADITIONAL REAL ALE PUR 


Manager Mandy always 
ensure a warm welcome to 
customers old and new at the 
Waggon & Horses in Oldbury. 

Waggon & Horses also showcase 
all the major sporting events from 
Football to Boxing all featured 
on Sky Sports, BT Sports and 
Box Nation. 

We will be showing David Haye V 
Tony Bellew on Saturday 5th May, 
where FREE food will be on offer. 
The pub itself boasts a wide 
range of ciders, lagers, wines and 


spirits including ‘Real Ales’ which 
they rotate weekly. Regulars very 
often enjoy ales such as Bathams, 
AJ Ales, Oakham, JHB, Stairway 
To Heaven and MA Pardoes 
Entire, Plus many morel. 

The pub also run a loyalty scheme 
which means customers get 
10p back on their card for every 
pound spend. 

The pub also has regular live 
entertainment over weekends and 
also offers a FREE Juke box on a 
Friday night. 


JfUUjQ. 

jJ A M 


WAGGON 8c HORSES 



BElUW HAVI 

REMATCH 


BEING SHOWN 
LIVE HERE 



JOIN OUR 
NEW 
LOYALTY 
CARD 
SCHEME 


10p back for every £1.00 spent 
Ask inside for more details 

Terms and conditions apply. 

^ FREE IUKEIOX EVERY FRIMIT NIGIT,7 ; 


Real Ale 
Public 
House 


GUEST ALES 


NOW ON SALE 

INCLUDING BATHAMS 


■ »b't sport Church Street, Oldbury B69 3AD sky spurts 
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°H1|556000* 

(7 DAY 

CARVERY 

£4.49 Monday - Saturday 
£6.79 Sunday 

Food served: Mon-Sat 12:00-20:30 
Sundays 12:00-17:30 

FUNCTION 
ROOM 
OR, 


Wedding 

Receptions, 

Birthday 

Parties, 

Anniversaries 

and 

Funerals 



P 


Is Your Pub 
worthy of the title 

EXPRESS & STAR 
‘Pub Of The 
Year 2018’? 

If so we want to hear from you. 



Call Daniel on 
01384 353227 


We're 




For an 
musical 


Y 


ou can’t beat glorious 
Gershwin, and the 
composer has no greater 
fan than Tom Chambers, 
who’s fulfilling a teenage 
dream by starring in the 


Putting on the glitz - Claire 
Sweeney and Tom Chambers 


musical Crazy For You. 

By the time the curtain came down on a production of 
Crazy For You in the early 1990s, the then-15-year-old 
Tom Chambers knew his heart lay in performing. “It was 
the very first live musical I ever saw on stage and it just 
filled me with so much entertainment and wonder. It was 
amazing to see what they did with the theatre space and 
how the story was told. It was the only bit of theatre which 
truly inspired me.” 

In a career which has featured a number of crazy twists 
of fate as well as some fantastic roles, Tom is relishing the 
chance to recapture that teenage dream and play the lead 
role in the production, which plays Wolverhampton 
Grand Theatre from Tuesday until May 12. 

He plays Bobby, a banker sent to close down a 
failing theatre who falls for the daughter of the 
building’s proprietor. Determined to win her 
heart, he adopts the guise of a Hungarian 
impresario in order to save the theatre and 
win her heart. 

And so, the stage is set for an all¬ 
singing, all-dancing story set to a 
Gershwin soundtrack which includes the 
likes of They Can’t Take That Away From 
Me, Bidin’ My Time and, of course, I’ve 
Got Rhythm. 

Tom admits he always had a bit of a 
performing instinct from rattling his feet 
on the kitchen floor at home from a very 
young age, and then enjoying watching 
black-and-white films starring the likes of 
Gene Kelly. But it was a school play that saw 
him tread the boards for the first time. 

He laughs: “I was playing football 
during a school break and the English 
teacher, who was directing the play, said 
no-one had auditioned for it so there was 
a compulsory three o’clock audition. I 
ended up getting the title role in Dracula 
Spectacular. I loved that relationship 
recognition between the audience and I. 

It was fantastic making them respond.” 

Drama school followed which 
included a stint understudying 
Keith Chegwin in the pantomime 
Cinderella at Basingstoke (“It is one 
of my claims to fame”), and his first 
job after leaving was a Spanish TV 
ad for Kit Kat. Tom says: “I thought 
this is great. I am going to get 
non-stop work,” but things did not 
quite work out like that. He had to 
turn down a role in The Bill because 
they needed an HGV driver although 
Tom has now got his Class One lorry¬ 
driving licence in common with Chris 
Eubank. 

And when he turned down a role 
in the tour of Bob The Builder, his 
agent fired him leaving him in a 
quandary about what to do next. 

He enjoyed some success with the 
movie Fakers which was privately 
financed and enjoyed a limited cinema 
release but the work was drying up. 

So, he took one final shot at success 
by aiming to get onto the Royal Variety 
Performance in the days before Britain’s 
Got Talent and YouTube. He said: “I wrote a 
letter suggesting I do a Fred Astaire routine 
on a drum kit and I thought that might appeal, 
with me tap dancing and kicking drums at the 
same time. They said get it ready and I spent 
nine-and-a-half months doing just that. A 



few weeks beforehand, they then 
got in touch and said we now have 
everyone we need. We don’t want 
you, which was a blow. 

“So I got in touch with my old 
school and asked if I could perform it 
on their stage in the holidays and I got it 
filmed in black and white. I had 1,000 DVDs 
made of it sending 400 to America and sent 
600 out in this country to theatre owners, 
directors and TV producers asking if they 
were doing anything connected to Fred 
Astaire and, if so, could I have a chat?” 

Only two people came back. One was 
a theatre producer organising a one-night 
Fred and Ginger tribute, while Tom said the 
other was an audition for BBC medical drama 
Holby City. “The producers just thought it was 
so unusual. They were looking for someone 
to play an American doctor for two episodes. 
As Fred Astaire was American, they thought 
I was too and wanted to get me in. I went to 
the audition and they said ‘where have you 
been all these years?” 

From there he won the part of Sam 
Strachan in the hit sister show to Casualty 
staying in the role for three years as the 
fiercely-driven doctor who also had a bit of 
a roving eye. 

And it was his role on there that led him 
into Strictly Come Dancing where he partnered 
Camilla Dallerup, winning the coveted glitterball. 
Looking back on his time on the Saturday night 
TV hit, he admits a lot of it is a blur. Tom explains: 
“People ask if I can do a quick step or a samba. 

I have to explain that I had a five-day intense 
workout on each of those routines. It is such a 
quick short-term memory injection and that is 


Bit like Strictly with 
everything slotting 
into place in 
the right order 


it. It was a bit like doing a marathon. You do step-by-step 
doing a couple of miles at a time and you look back and 
you don’t know how you did it. It is the same with Strictly. 
Your body naturally gets used to physical exertion and a 
daily workout but it is the brain that suffers most because 
of trepidation, fear and anxiety. You are just learning 
so much. You just go in front of the cameras and the 
audience and give it your all. I look back now. If I watch 
anything online of one of our dances, I am looking at it 
as if I am watching someone else. At the time, you are 
performing, your brain is just in flight mode.” 

And now it is Crazy For You which is set to take up the 
rest of his year. “I think Crazy For You has the absolutely 
perfect balance of humour, story and singing. There are 
so many musicals that are heavy on just one element 
but this show has the perfect combination of everything. 

It is a bit like the show dance on Strictly with everything 
slotting into place in the right order.” ANDY RICHARDSON 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 











My my it's Mr American 
Pie at Symphony Hall 


PROLIFIC American songwriter Don McLean 
will visit Birmingham’s Symphony Hall next 
Thursday, May 10, as part of a 14-date UK 
tour with Nashville star, Jarrod Dickenson. 

The show follows the release of McClean’s new 
album ‘Botanical Gardens’ in March. 

With more than 40 gold and platinum records 
worldwide, Don McLean is one of America’s most 
beloved singer-songwriters. Botanical Gardens, his 
19th studio album and first in eight years, is arguably 
one of his most reflective to date. 

Don says: “The inspiration for the project started 
years ago when I would walk in the beautiful gardens 
in Sydney Australia near the Opera House. I would 
dream young dreams and it was a comfort and an 



inspiration. I was always young inside, like we all are, 
and I felt it again there.” 

In nearly 50 years on the scene, Don’s songs have 
become a staple in Americana music. His music 
has been performed by artists as diverse as Elvis 
Presley, Madonna, Fred Astaire, Chet Atkins, Weird 
Al Yankovick, George Michael, Josh Groban, Coolio 
and Ed Sheeran. His biggest hit American Pie’ was 
inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame in 2003. 

Joining Don on tour by request is Jarrod Dickenson. 
The Nashville-based, Texas-born musician has already 
supported acts ranging from Bonnie Raittto The 
Stylistics, and he counts himself among McLean’s 
fans, saying: “His contribution to popular music and 
the craft of song writing can’t be overstated.” 


McIntyre is making 
merry on world tour 


He’s become one of the 
most popular British comics 
of all time. 

Michael McIntyre will return 
to Birmingham for his latest run 
of shows - Big World Tour - with 
dates at the city’s Arena from next 
Thursday, May 10, to May 13. 

The star has already sold more 
than 1.5 million tickets in the UK. 

By 2012 he was the highest 
grossing comedian in the world 
and, in addition to stand-up, has 
hosted his own BBC One TV 
shows, Michael McIntyre’s Comedy 
Roadshow and Michael McIntyre’s 
Big Show, has featured in Live at 


the Apollo and, in 2011, was a judge 
on Britain’s Got Talent. 

He is looking forward to getting 
back on stage. “I’m so excited 
about it. Stand-up comedy is what I 
do, and it’s so rewarding,” he says. 
“If you write a joke and tell it to an 
audience of 15,000 people who 
laugh their heads off at it, it’s the 
best feeling in the world. 

“This is comedy. We are trying to 
make people laugh here. So, let’s 
be really silly for two hours. That’s 
where I come in. 

“My show is about silliness and 
exaggerated stories. I like jokes 
where people don’t stop laughing. I 
want that all the time. 



“I don’t 

just like to use 
punchlines anymore, especially in 
arenas. They freak me out. There is 
nothing worse than 15,000 people 
waiting for a punchline. You’re 
standing there thinking, ‘I hope 
I remember the punchline.’ But 
once you start to think that, you 
immediately forget it. 

“I prefer getting into that sense 
of rolling laughter. When you get 
that right, there’s no better feeling. I 
used to be daunted by the prospect 
of performing in an arena. But 
having played so many arenas now, 
I can see that there is something 
rather magical about them.” 


Love Always a 
success for Shane 

Westlife singer Shane Filan 
is back, fresh from the 
success of his hugely 
successful Love Always 
tour in autumn 2017 
and will be in concert 
at Birmingham’s New 
Alexandra Theatre on 
Saturday. Shane says: 

“Birmingham has such an 
amazing crowd, I just had to 
perform here again. In fact, the 
whole tour went so well I thought I would love to 
take it back out. It was such fun and the fans have 
taken Love Always to their hearts. I may be adding 
a few surprises to make this leg a little different.” 


Joe's mischief makes 
his tour a comedy hit 

With sell out nights across the country it’s safe to 
say that Birmingham comic Joe Lycett’s latest tour 
- splendidly named I’m About To Lose Control And 
I Think Joe Lycett - is a huge success. His laconic 
skewering of pomposity and humourless officialdom 
via email battles has certainly struck a chord. The Hall 
Green comedian can expect a warm home welcome 
at the New Alexandra Theatre on May 10 and 11, 
before returning to his home region at a sold out 
Dudley Town Hall on September 7. He has additional 
dates on November 12 and 27 at Symphony Hall 
and Wolverhampton’s Aldersley Leisure Village on 
November 26. There is comedy this week with those 
Grumpy Old Women - Jenny Eclair, Dillie Keane and 
Lizzie Roper - on Wednesday, May 9, at the New 
Alexandra Theatre in Birmingham. 



May Day Bank Holiday 
weekend fun at the Cone 


Open: 11am -4pm 
Saturday & Sunday; 

10am - 3pm Bank Holiday Monday 

• Glassblowing demonstrations - 
Saturday & Sunday 

1.30 - 3.30pm 
Bank Holiday Monday 
11am - 2.30pm 

• Free trail • Studios open 

• Family crafts • Coffee House 


Red House Glass Cone, High Street, Wordsley DY8 4AZ 

Call 01384 812750 or visit 
www.dudley.gov.uk/see-and-do/museums 

H Red House Glass Cone ¥ @redhousecone pv \ ^7} 

Metropolitan Borough Council J 




Blackpool 

Weekend 

Departing Friday 6 Jul 

From Walsall 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 3 nights DBB at the Chequers Plaza Hotel, 
Blackpool 

✓ Entertainment on one night 

✓ Excursion to Southport 


The Good Old Days 

City Varieties Music Hall 

Departing Sunday 23 Sep 

From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at our selected hotel in Yorkshire 

✓ Ticket to The Good Old Days at the City 
Varieties Music Hall (Upper Circle, Side Circle or 
Side Stalls) 

✓ Free time in Leeds & Harrogate 


4 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 150 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 135 


or to book, please call: 03332 341 875 Quote JGRT 

or visit online at justgoholidays.com/RT minutes packagt 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 
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SATURDAY’S TV MAY 5 



Britain's Most Historic 
Towns 

(Channel 4,8pm) 

Alice Roberts tells the story of 
the Regency period by studying 
the history of Cheltenham, 
Britain's most Regency town. 
She attends a period society 
ball, investigates the rigid social 
hierarchy of the age and 
explores the Regency fondness 
for enemas. The penultimate 
episode of the series in which 
Alice Roberts studies one key 
period in history by delving into 
the secrets of a historic town 
that encapsulates the era, 
providing an accurate 
impression of what life was 
really like at key moments in the 
turbulent past. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 The Hairy Bikers’ Asian 
Adventure. (R) 12.00 Football Focus. 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 2.15 Live Snooker: The World 
Championship. The opening semi-final is 
set to come to a conclusion. 4.10 BBC 
News. 4.20 Regional Programme. 4.30 
Final Score. 5.10 Live Women’s FA Cup 
Football. Arsenal Women v Chelsea 
Ladies (Kick-off 5.30pm). 

7.40 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
present as famous children’s TV 
presenters take part in the general 
knowledge quiz in which they try 
to come up with the least likely 
correct answers to a series of 
questions posed to members of 
the public. The contestants are 
Timmy Mallett, Bernard Cribbins, 
Andy Crane, Jenny Hanley, 
Michaela Strachan, Janet Ellis, JB 
Gill and CatSandion. 

8.30 Who Dares Wins. Nick Knowles 
presents the game show in which 
two pairs of complete strangers 
team up, each battling to outdo the 
other by listing as much as they 
know about a given subject. The 
first couple to win two rounds get 
to play for £50,000 and each time 
the champions defeat a new set of 
opponents their winnings mount 
up. 

9.15 Casualty. Connie Beauchamp 
returns and wastes no time in 
reasserting her authority, taking 
over the care of a patient in resus 
and pitching her idea for a trauma 
theatre to a sceptical Charlie. 

Ethan visits the spot where Cal 
died to pay his respects, and he 
unexpectedly sees Leigh-Anne - 
the girlfriend of his brother’s 
murderer. A number of staff 
members come in to work 
hungover following a 
housewarming party at Alicia’s 
new house. 

10.05 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.25 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches. 

II. 45 The Button. Game show set 

simultaneously in the houses of 
five UK families, whose members 
compete to win challenges 
determined by The Button in the 
comfort of their living rooms. (R) 

12.15 Film: When in Rome. (2009) 1.40 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.45 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 


6.15 David Attenborough’s Natural 
Curiosities. (R) 6.40 Naomi’s Nightmares 
of Nature. (R) 7.10 The Pets Factor. 7.30 
The Dengineers. 8.00 Absolute Genius: 
Monster Builds. 8.30 Beyond Bionic. 

9.00 Robot Wars. (R) 10.00 Live 
Snooker: The World Championship. 1.10 
Top of the Shop with Tom Kerridge. (R) 

2.10 Top of the Shop with Tom Kerridge. 
(R) 3.10 Love In the Countryside. (R) 

4.10 Live Snooker: The World 
Championship. The opening semi-final is 
set to come to a conclusion. 

6.00 The World’s Most Extraordinary 
Homes. Award-winning architect 
Piers Taylor and actress and 
property enthusiast Caroline 
Quentin explore extraordinary 
homes built in mountain, forest, 
coastal and underground locations 
around the world, meeting the 
owners and architects brave 
enough to take the challenges on. 
(R) 

7.00 Dad’s Army. Aland mine cuts off 
all power and communications 
services in Walmington-on-Sea, 
but Captain Mainwaring rises to 
the challenge by declaring martial 
law - while Pike gets stuck on 
some iron railings. Vintage 
comedy first broadcast in 1974, 
starring Arthur Lowe and Ian 
Lavender. (R) 

7.30 Live Snooker: The World 
Championship. Hazel Irvine 
presents coverage of the fourth 
and final session of the second 
semi-final at the Crucible Theatre 
in Sheffield, where the first player 
to reach 17 frames will progress to 
the final. Barry Hawkins has been 
one of the most consistent 
performers at the Crucible in 
recent years, reaching the final in 
2013 and the semi-finals on three 
other occasions, although The 
Hawk lost at this stage in 2017 to 
four-time champion John Higgins. 
10.00 Film: Kajaki. (2014) A group of 
paratroopers are pushed to their 
limits while trying to find a safe 
route out of a minefield in 
Afghanistan. Fact-based thriller, 
starring David Elliot. 

11.40 Michael Palin: A Life on Screen. 
The actor and writer looks back on 
his career. Featuring classic clips 
from the archives and 
contributions from collaborators 
John Cleese, David Jason and 
Armando lannucci. (R) 

12.40 Film: Easy Money II. (2012) 2.15 
This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 
6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.00 Star Wars Freemaker Adventures. 
(R) 7.25 The Tom and Jerry Show. (R) 

7.30 Teen Titans Go! (R) 7.45 Adventure 
Time. (R) 8.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. 

8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Zoe Ballon 
Saturday. 9.25 James Martin’s Saturday 
Morning. 11.20 Invitation to a Royal 
Wedding. (R) 12.20 ITV News; Weather. 

12.30 This Time Next Year. (R) 1.30 ITV 
Racing: Live from Newmarket. Including 
the 3.35 Qipco 2,000 Guineas Stakes. 
4.00 Tipping Point. (R) 5.00 The Chase. 

(R) 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 Ninja Warrior UK. Gethin Jones, 
Jenni Falconer and Josh Cuthbert 
test their strength, speed and 
courage in this obstacle-course 
challenge, hosted by Ben 
Shephard, Rochelle Humes and 
Chris Kamara. 

7.30 Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule. 

Jordan Stephens, Janet Street- 
Porter, Alex Brookerand Una 
Stubbs are tasked with saving 
planet Earth from any potential 
alien invasion in the comedy panel 
show. 

8.00 Britain’s Got Talent. Ant and Dec 

host the fourth audition round of 
the nationwide talent search, 
which sees a wide variety of acts, 
from comedians to contortionists, 
singers to spoon players, compete 
to impress judges Simon Cowell, 
Alesha Dixon, Amanda Holden and 
David Walliams. Whomever the 
quartet choose to send through to 
the live stages will then be in with 
a chance of winning a huge cash 
prize and a coveted slot at the 
Royal Variety Performance later 
this year, following in the footsteps 
of 2017 winner Tokio Myers. 

9.15 Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? 
New series. Jeremy Clarkson 
hosts the first in a special week- 
long revival of the quiz celebrating 
its 20th anniversary, with 
contestants answering questions 
to win up to £1 million. 

10.20 ITV News; Weather. 

10.35 Film: Sex and the City 2. (2010) 
Comedy sequel, with Sarah 
Jessica Parker and Kristin Davis. 

1.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Babushka. (R) 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 Motor Sport: British GT. 7.10 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.35 The King of 
Queens. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Frasier. (R) 10.00 Frasier. (R) 10.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 11.30 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 11.55 The Simpsons. (R) 12.25 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.55 The Simpsons. (R) 

I. 25 Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.25 A 
Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 3.25 A 
Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 4.30 
Collection Hunters. 5.35 The Secret Life 
of the Zoo. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The Restoration Man: Best 

Builds. George Clarke looks back 
at four of the most dramatic tower 
conversions from the show. A pair 
of railway enthusiasts took on a 
derelict water tower on the Settle 
to Carlisle line, while a couple 
battled illness to turn a Georgian 
windmill into a family home. 
There’s also another chance to see 
how a 17th-century fortified 
structure in Scotland and a Grade 
ll-listed water tower near 
Congleton in Cheshire were 
transformed. (R) 

8.00 Britain’s Most Historic Towns. 

Alice Roberts tells the story of the 
Regency period by studying the 
history of Cheltenham, Britain's 
most Regency town, investigating 
the rigid social hierarchy of the 
age. 

9.00 Film: Zoolander 2. (2016) 
Premiere. Dim-witted 
supermodels Derek Zoolander and 
Hansel McDonald must step back 
into the spotlight and save the day 
when a maniacal villain starts 
murdering some of the world’s 
most beautiful pop stars. Comedy 
sequel, starring Ben Stiller and 
Owen Wilson, with Penelope Cruz, 
Will Ferrell and Kristen Wiig. 

II. 00 Film: Ride Along. (2014) A 

wannabe police officer persuades 
his girlfriend's tough detective 
brother to take him along on duty. 
The cop hopes to scare his 
unwanted partner away from his 
sister by exposing him to danger - 
but needs some help when the 
patrol leads to a run-in with the 
city's most wanted criminal. 
Comedy, starring Ice Cube, Kevin 
Hart and Laurence Fishburne. 

12.50 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares 
USA. (R) 1.40 Hollyoaks. (R) 3.50 
Come Dine Champion of Champions. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.05 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.40 The Gadget 
Show. (R) 11.30 Police Interceptors. (R) 

12.25 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.25 
Police Interceptors. (R) 2.25 The 
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

3.20 The Nightmare Neighbour Next 
Door. (R) 4.20 Nightmare Tenants, Slum 
Landlords. (R) 5.20 Bad Tenants, Rogue 
Landlords. (R) 

6.15 5 News Weekend. 

6.20 Rich House, Poor House. Colin 
and Lizzy Whiting, who find 
themselves in the wealthiest 10 
percent of Britain, swap their five- 
bedroom house near Newquay to 
spend a week living in a two-bed 
property where the Timmins family 
live. The Timmins on the other 
hand, are among the poorest 10 
percent in the country, and survive 
on a tenth of the weekly budget the 
Withings have. (R) 

7.20 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! In 

east London, High Court 
Enforcement Agents Paul and Phil 
are involved in a brothel eviction, 
while in south Wales, Stewart and 
Elmore chase a debt owed by a 
working mum. (R) 

8.15 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! 

Paul Bohill and Phil Short must 
deal with a negligent tenant who 
fled upon their arrival, forcing the 
agents to set a trap in order to 
evict him. Brian O’Shaughnessy 
and Kevin Stokes chase a debt of 
£5,000 in Kent, before heading to 
Surrey to recover £11,000 owed 
by the owner a bespoke furniture 
business. Plus, Paul and Steve 
Pinner’s patience is tested to the 
limit when they are sent to carry 
out an eviction in London. (R) 

9.15 Secrets of Tutankhamun’s 
Treasures. The origins of the 
Egyptian pharaoh’s iconic death 
mask, examining theories that 
many of the items he was buried 
with were hurriedly assembled 
after his unexpected death. 

lO.IOThe Great Rameses: New 

Evidence Revealed. New series. 
Series exploring famous people 
and places of ancient Egypt, 
beginning with Rameses II, who 
led his people to victory against 
the Hittites and was declared a 
living god. 

11.10 Football on 5: Last Day of the 
Season. Colin Murray introduces 
highlights. 

12.10 SuperCasino. 4.00 Billionaire 
Babies: 24 Carat Kids. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Nature’s Epic Journeys 8.00 Wild 
Burma: Nature’s Lost Kingdom 9.00 
Salamander: Blood Diamonds 10.35 
Land of the Lost Wolves 11.35 Top of the 
Pops: 1985 12.05 An Evening with Glen 
Campbell 1.25 Nature’s Epic Journeys 

2.25 Wild Burma: Nature’s Lost Kingdom 

3.25 Close 
ITV2 

11.35 Britain’s Got More Talent 12.35 
Ninja Warrior UK 1.40 Film: Babe (1995) 
2.40 FYI Daily 2.45 Film: Babe (1995) 

3.30 Film: Twister (1996) 4.30 FYI Daily 

4.35 Film: Twister (1996) 5.40 Film: The 
Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers 
(2002) 6.40 FYI Daily 6.45 Film: The 
Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers 
(2002) 9.15 Britain’s Got More Talent 

10.15 Celebrity Juice 11.05 Family Guy 

12.30 American Dad! 1.30 Plebs 1.55 
CelebAbility 2.40 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 2.50 
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.00 Agatha Christie’s Marple 1.00 
Film: Columbo: Make Me a Perfect 
Murder (1978) 3.00 Film: Casablanca 
(1942) 5.00 Midsomer Murders 11.05 
Vera 1.05 Stephen Fry’s Key to the City 
2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.20 Cycling 11.55 Cycling: Tour de 
Yorkshire 1.00 Cycling: Tour de Yorkshire 
Live. Coverage of the third stage of the 
men’s race from Richmond to 
Scarborough. 6.00 Pawn Stars 7.00 The 
Motorbike Show 8.00 Cycling: Tour de 
Yorkshire 9.00 Film: Heartbreak Ridge 
(1986) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 Film: 
Heartbreak Ridge (1986) 11.45 Film: The 
Fugitive (1993) 12.45 FYI Daily 12.50 
Film: The Fugitive (1993) 2.20 The 
Protectors 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 
E4 

12.00 The Goldbergs 2.30 Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine 3.00 Young Sheldon 3.30 
Film: Percy Jackson: Sea of Monsters 
(2013) 5.30 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 
Film: The Transporter (2002) 10.50 
Gogglebox 11.55 The Inbetweeners 1.00 
Tattoo Fixers 2.05 Rude Tube 3.05 
Gogglebox 4.00 How I Met Your Mother 
4.45 Rude(ish)Tube 
Film4 

11.00 Magic in the Water (1995) 1.00 
Anastasia (1997) 2.55 Arrietty (2010) 

4.50 Home Alone (1990) 6.55 Taxi 
(2004) 9.00 Crimson Peak (2015) 11.15 
Goat (2016) 1.20 Shutter Island (2010) 
4.00 Close 


Bring you 

Bring you 

Royal S( 

Park v 

elect Trinity 
Court 

Specialist Nursing and 
| rehabilitation home 

A brand new Specialist Mental 
Health Recovery Service 

What our inter-disciplinary team can 
help with: 

What our inter-disciplinary team can 
help with: 


Tracheostomy care and support 


Budgeting 

(opening a back account, shopping allowance) 


Ventilatory care and support 
Daily living skills 

(cooking, cleaning, laundry) 

Communication 

(turn taking, initiation, expressive and receptive) 

Physiotherapy programmes 
Cognitive skills 

(organising, memory, orientation, sequencing) 

Social skills 

(education on social situations, increasing confidence, 
community engagement) 


Daily living skills 

(cooking, cleaning, laundry) 

Physical health 

(booking health appointments, increasing awareness of 
your physical health, personal care, mobility) 

Sourcing employment 

(writing CVs, internet safety, applying for jobs) 

Education 

(access courses, increasing awareness of your own 
mental health) 

Social skills 

(education on social situations, increasing confidence, 
community engagement) 

Realising a person’s potential 

(confidence building, peer support) 

Cognitive skills 

(organising, memory, orientation, sequencing) 




Next steps 

(sourcing appropriate property, orientation of local 
areas, setting up tenancies) 


Royal Park, Major Street, Trinity Court, Kent Road, 

Wolverhampton, WV2 2BL Wolverhampton WV2 2AY 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE _ 

NEW TO WOLVERHAMPTON LUXURY 
REHABILITATION SERVICE 



Royal Park 

Royal Park is located on the 
outskirts of Wolverhampton. The 
area allows for good transport links, 
either by road or rail, making visiting 
easier for family and friends, but 
also ensuring community therapy 
programmes are participated in on 
a regular basis. 

The service offers both short and 
long term placements for residents. 
This can mean intensive assessment 
periods for some residents but 
for others, this may mean an 
environment which fully understands 
the longer term needs of people 
with Neurological conditions, a brain 
or spiral injury, as well as artificial 
ventilation and tracheostomies. 

On admission, a resident would 
participate in a full assessment of 
need, offering a baseline from each of 
the therapy disciplines. Each person 


is then supported by the therapy 
team to set realistic and achievable 
goals, which all work towards the 
person’s longer term objective. 

The catering team provide daily 
menus, catering for personal 
tastes, religious and specific dietary 
requirements. All meals are healthy, 
well balanced and enjoyable. 

At Royal Park, we offer a balance 
between a clinical but homely 
environment and we aim for everyone 
to feel welcome and equally involved 
in the running of the service. This 
also includes the family, friends 
or residents, as well as external 
professionals. 

Trinity Court 

Trinity Court is a purpose-built 
service that focuses on the needs 
and recovery of people with enduring 
mental health needs at varying times 
in their recovery journey. 


Our 15-bed service has a unique 
balance of both clinical and non- 
clinical staff. Our therapy lead 
is an experienced Occupational 
Therapist, who alongside our RMN 
Unit Manager, ensures the recovery 
process is instilled in the day to 
day running of the home. Our use 
of Goal Attainment Scaling, WRAP 
and NOHO ensure the correct 
assessment tools are utilised at the 
correct point in a person’s recovery 
process. 

The service benefits from 24 
hour nurse support, with the 
overall aim of the service being 
to enable individuals to gain as 
much independence as possible, 
with an individual’s potential being 
maximised and goals set at a pace 
that is suitable for the person. 

We are able to support intense 
short term placements through to 
longer term placements. 







































Bake Off: The Professionals 
(Channel 4,8pm) 

New series. Professional 
duos from across the UK go 
head to head, aiming to impress 
judges and celebrated pastry 
chefs Cherish Finden and 
Benoit Blin, and progress to the 
next round. In the first episode, 
the teams must finely craft two 
batches of uniform miniature 
classics - 24 conversations and 
24 ta rtes a ux fru its - i n j ust 
three and a half hours. This is 
followed by the Showpiece, in 
which a reinvention of the Black 
Forest gateau is required in five 
hours. Presented by former 
Bake Off contestant Liam 
Charles and comedian Tom 
Allen. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Escape to 
the Country. (R) 2.15 Money for 
Nothing. (R) 2.45 Britain’s Fat Fight with 
Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall. (R) 3.45 
Points of View. 4.00 Songs of Praise. 
4.35 Britain’s Best Home Cook. 5.35 
BBC News. 5.50 Regional Programme. 
6.00 The Big Painting Challenge. 
Mariella Frostrup and Rev Richard 
Coles present the final from 
Chatham’s historic dockyards, 
where the artists must paint a self- 
portrait for their first challenge. 

The finalists then receive 
individual masterclasses in the 
areas coaches Diana Ali and 
Pascal Anson feel they need help, 
which involves everything from 
painting with rollers to working 
blindfolded. In the final round, the 
contestants have a free hand to 
paint whatever they choose to 
impress judges Daphne Todd and 
Lachlan Goudie, before one of 
them is named this year’s winner. 
Last in the series. 

7.00 Countryfile. Anita Rani is put 

through her paces with a Mountain 
Rescue team in Rothbury, 
Northumberland, hearing how new 
technology is helping search-and- 
rescue operations in the local area. 
8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the show from 
Helmingham Hall in Suffolk, where 
experts examine a medieval sword 
found in a pond, an Indian jewel and 
a collection of decorative boxes. 
9.00 The Woman in White. Marian 
overhears Percival and Fosco 
conspiring to seize Laura’s 
inheritance after her death. 

10.00 BBC News. 


10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day’s 
Premier League action, featuring 
highlights of Manchester City v 
Huddersfield Town, Arsenal v 
Burnley and Chelsea v Liverpool. 

11.35 Reggie Yates: Life and Death in 
Chicago. The broadcaster travels 
to Chicago to investigate gun 
crime in President Obama’s 
adopted hometown to find out 
why so many of the victims are 
young African-American men. (R) 

12.35 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.40 BBC News. 



BBC2 


6.05 Coast. (R) 6.35 Glorious Gardens 
from Above. (R) 7.20 Life in a Cottage 
Garden with Carol Klein. (R) 7.50 
Countryfile. (R) 8.45 The Beechgrove 
Garden. 9.15 Saturday Kitchen Best 
Bites. 10.45 Spring Kitchen with Tom 
Kerridge. (R) 11.30 Lorraine Pascale: 
Howto Be a Better Cook. (R) 12.00 
M0TD2 Extra. 12.30 Badminton Horse 
Trials. Coverage of the fifth and final day 
of the event. 2.00 Live Snooker: The 
World Championship. The opening 
session of the final at the Crucible 
Theatre. 5.30 Badminton Horse Trials. 
Further coverage of the fifth and final day 
of the event. 

6.00 Athletics: Diamond League Doha 
Highlights. Gabby Logan presents 
action from the opening Diamond 
League event of the season, held 
at the Hamad Bin Suhaim Stadium 
in Doha, Qatar. The women’s 
100m was scheduled to feature 
Olympic champion Elaine 
Thompson of Jamaica, along with 
Dutch 200m world champion 
Dafne Schippers. 

7.00 Live Snooker: The World 
Championship. Hazel Irvine 
presents all the action from the 
second session of the final at 
Sheffield’s Crucible Theatre, where 
a further nine frames are 
scheduled to take place. John 
Higgins looked set to open up an 
imposing lead over Mark Selby 
during the second session of last 
year’s final, but the Jester from 
Leicester took the last three 
frames of the evening to trail 10-7 
heading into the final day. The 
commentary team features five 
former world champions in Dennis 
Taylor, Steve Davis, John Parrott, 
Ken Doherty and Stephen Hendry, 
along with Alan McManus and 
John Virgo. Subsequent 
programmes subject to change. 
II.OOFamalam. Comedy sketch show. 
11.20 Live at the Apollo. Henning Wehn 
hosts tonight’s show, which 
features performances from Lucy 
Porter and Guz Khan. (R) 

12.05 Film: Easy Money III: Life Deluxe. 
(2013) A criminal searches for his 
missing sister, while another prepares 
for the biggest heist of his career. Crime 
thriller sequel, starring Joel Kinnaman 
and Matias Varela. 2.05 Sign Zone: 
Question Time. Topical debate from St 
Albans, Hertfordshire, chaired by David 
Dimbleby. (R) 3.05 Holby City. Fletch 
clashes with Abigail. (R) 4.05 This Is 
BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 
6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.25 The 
Tom and Jerry Show. (R) 7.30 Teen 
Titans Go! (R) 7.45 Adventure Time. (R) 
8.00 The Haunted Hathaways. (R) 8.25 
ITV News. 8.30 Zoe Ball on Sunday. 9.25 
Love Your Garden. (R) 10.00 Peston on 
Sunday. 11.00 Britain’s Got Talent. (R) 

12.15 Britain’s Got More Talent. (R) 1.15 
ITV News; Weather. 1.30 ITV Racing: 

Live from Newmarket. Including the 3.35 
Qipco 1000 Guineas Stakes. 4.00 
Tipping Point. (R) 5.00 The Chase 
Celebrity Special. (R) 

6.00 Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule. 
Jordan Stephens, Janet Street- 
Porter, Alex Brooker and Una 
Stubbs are tasked with saving 
planet Earth from any potential 
alien invasion in the comedy panel 
show. (R) 

6.30 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Regional Programme; Weather. 
7.00 Little Big Shots. Dawn French 
hosts a variety show featuring a 
street dance crew, a nine-year-old 
boy who knows everything there is 
to know about Eurovision, and a 
world champion hen racer. 

8.00 The Durrells. The family meets a 
travelling circus. Larry falls in love 
with a contortionist, while Margo 
takes to the ring in person to 
perform a very dangerous act. 

Last in the series. 

9.00 Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? 

Jeremy Clarkson hosts the second 
edition in a special revival of the 
quiz to celebrate its 20th 
anniversary. Six more contestants 
compete in Fastest Finger First, to 
see who will sit in the hot seat and 
have the chance to take home the 
£1 million jackpot. As always, the 
players have three lifelines - Ask 
the Audience, Phone a Friend and 
50:50-at their disposal. 

10.05 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine. (R) 

11.20 The Royal Wives of Windsor. Part 
one of two. Documentary 
exploring how the women who 
have married into the house of 
Windsor over the last century have 
transformed one of the most 
famous dynasties in the world. (R) 

12.15 The Royal Wives of Windsor. (R) 

1.05 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 Mobil 1: The Grid. 6.40 MSA British 
Rally Championship. 7.05 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.25 Eat the Week. 
(R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Jamie 
and Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast. (R) 1.30 
The Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The Simpsons. 
(R) 2.30 Film: Megamind. (2010) 
Animated superhero comedy, with the 
voice of Will Ferrell. 4.25 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 5.30 Channel 4 
News. 

6.00 Escape to the Chateau. Fresh 
from the success of hosting a 
three-day wedding at the chateau, 
Dick and Angel make business 
plans for the grounds, intending to 
charge people to fish in the moat 
and forage in the woods. Angel 
starts work on a second guest 
suite, but also wants to install an 
elevator, which pushes Dick’s 
engineering skills to the limit. (R) 
7.00 The Crystal Maze. Richard 
Ayoade guides an AC/DC tribute 
band from Newcastle through the 
Aztec, Medieval, Industrial and 
Future zones, tackling a range of 
skill, mystery, physical and mental 
challenges. Last in the series. 

8.00 Bake Off: The Professionals. New 
series. Professional duos from 
across the UK go head to head, 
aiming to impress celebrated 
pastry chefs Cherish Finden and 
Benoit Blin, and progress to the 
next round. 

9.00 Homeland. Carrie and Saul’s 
mission does not go as planned. 
Elizabeth Keane fights for her 
presidency. Espionage drama, 
starring Claire Danes, Mandy 
Patinkin and Elizabeth Marvel. Last 
in the series. 

10.15 Walter Presents: Tabula Rasa. 

Belgian crime drama about a 
woman with amnesia who 
becomes a key figure in a missing 
persons case, and must recover 
her memories to prove her 
innocence. Starring Veerle 
Baetens. 

11.15Film: Transporters. (2008) 
Underworld courier Frank Martin 
transports the kidnapped daughter 
of a crooked government minister 
across Europe. Action thriller 
sequel, with Jason Statham and 
Natalya Rudakova. 

1.10 Film: Rustom. (2016) 3.40 Mobil 1: 
The Grid. (R) 4.05 Gillette World Sport. 
4.35 Kirstie’s Vintage Gems. (R) 4.50 
Gok’s Fill Your House for Free. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wissper. (R) 6.20 Poppy Cat. (R) 6.30 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.35 The Secret 
Life of Puppies. (R) 6.40 Mofy. (R) 6.45 
Peppa Pig. (R) 6.55 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.05 
Thomas & Friends. (R) 7.15 Fireman 
Sam. (R) 7.30 Oily the Little White Van. 

R) 7.35 Rusty Rivets. 7.55 Paw Patrol. 

R) 8.10 Nella the Princess Knight. (R) 
8.25 Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 8.45 
Floogals. (R) 8.55 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 9.05 Shimmerand Shine. 
(R) 9.25 Digby Dragon. (R) 9.40 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 9.50 Peppa Pig. (R) 10.00 Great 
Birmingham 10K Run. 12.00 Dogs Make 
You Laugh Out Loud 2. (R) 12.30 Film: 
Ace Ventura: Pet Detective. (1994) 
Comedy, starring Jim Carrey. 2.05 Pets 
Make You Laugh Out Loud. 3.05 Cats 
Make You Laugh Out Loud 2. (R) 4.05 
Greatest Ever Celebrity Wind Ups. (R) 
5.05 5 News. 5.10 The Adele Story. (R) 

6.30 Britain’s Favourite Abba Songs. A 
countdown of the Swedish pop 
group’s 20 most popular songs, as 
voted for by their fans, with 
celebrities including singers Jane 
McDonald, Claire Richards and Liz 
McClarnon and former Blue Peter 
presenters Janet Ellis and Peter 
Duncan introducing their favourite 
clips. Featuring rare footage of the 
band, fascinating facts, and the 
stories of people who have turned 
their homes into shrines to the 
four-piece, a woman who named 
her daughter Abba, and a lady who 
learned Swedish just to get closer 
to her heroes. (R) 

8.00 Eurovision Greatest Hits. 

9.00 When Eurovision Goes Horribly 
Wrong. Angela Rippon presents a 
guide to the song contest’s most 
disastrous moments. Featuring 
contributions from past acts 
including Dana, Sonia, Cheryl 
Baker and Jay Aston of Bucks Fizz, 
Lindsay Dracass, Belle & the 
Devotions, the Brotherhood of 
Man, Scooch, Nicki French, Andy 
Abraham, Kate Robbins and 
Danish singer Birthe Wilke, who 
recalls the kiss that ruined her 
chances in 1957. 

11.55 Football on 5: Last Day of the 
Season. Colin Murray introduces 
highlights of the final round of 
regular-season Championship 
fixtures, including Sunderland v 
Wolverhampton Wanderers and 
Millwall v Aston Villa. 

12.50 Criminals: Caught on Camera. (R) 

1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Yorkshire 
Vet. (R) 4.00 Tribal Teens. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 Civilisations 
Stories: Treasures of the Bronze Age 8.00 
Dancing in the Blitz: How World War Two 
Made British Ballet 9.00 Ballet’s Dark 
Knight-Sir Kenneth MacMillan 10.00 
Michael Clark’s To a Simple, Rock ’n’ Roll 
- Song 10.55 Duet 11.00 Rich Hall’s 
California Stars 12.30 Science and Islam 

1.30 Dancing in the Blitz: How World War 
Two Made British Ballet 2.30 Ballet’s Dark 
Knight-Sir Kenneth MacMillan 3.30 
Close 

ITV2 

12.00 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 1.00 
Celebrity Catchphrase 2.05 Film: Spy 
Kids (2001) 3.05 FYI Daily 3.10 Film: 

Spy Kids (2001) 3.55 Britain’s Got Talent 
5.10 Britain’s Got More Talent 6.10 Film: 
The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the 
King (2003) 7.10 FYI Daily 7.15 Film: 

The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the 
King (2003) 10.00 Family Guy 11.30 
American Dad! 12.25 Film: Saw (2004) 

I. 25 FYI Daily 1.30 Film: Saw (2004) 

2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

II. 50 Agatha Christie’s Marple 6.00 
Lewis 8.00 Sunday Night at the 
Palladium 9.00 Midsomer Murders 
11.00 Wire in the Blood 1.10 Blue 
Murder 2.25 Liverpool 1 3.20 Road to 
Avonlea 4.55 George and Mildred 5.45 
ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

12.00 Cycling: Tour de Yorkshire Live. 

5.30 Pawn Stars 6.55 Mr Bean 8.00 
Cycling: Tour de Yorkshire 9.00 Film: 
Jaws 3 (1983) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 
Film: Jaws 3 (1983) 11.05 Film: The 
Bank Job (2008) 12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 
Film: The Bank Job (2008) 1.20 BRDC 
Formula 3 Highlights 2.15 Tommy 
Cooper 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

11.30 The Goldbergs 1.00 Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine 1.30 The Big Bang Theory 

4.30 Film: Evolution (2001) 6.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 8.00 Young Sheldon 8.30 
The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 10.00 The 
Inbetweeners 11.10 Film: Magic Mike 
(2012) 1.25 The Big Bang Theory 2.25 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 3.10 Rude 
Tube 3.40 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

I. 00 Capture the Flag (2015) 2.50 The 
Boxtrolls (2014) 4.40 Young Sherlock 
Holmes (1985) 6.50 The Devil Wears 
Prada (2006) 9.00 Pitch Perfect (2012) 

II. 15 Bram Stoker’s Dracula (1992) 1.45 
Fright Night (1985) 4.00 Close 



Opening times: Mon - Sat: 9am - 6pm I Sun & Bank Holidays: 10am - 4pm 


Delivery: £10 local, outside 5 miles is £20 & £45 outside 40 miles 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Notting Hill, ITV, 10.20pm 

A recently divorced bookshop owner finds love with a 
glamorous Hollywood film star, but ends up the focus 
of unwanted media interest - which makes maintaining 
a relationship a tricky proposition. Romantic comedy 
written by Richard Curtis, starring Hugh Grant, Julia 
Roberts, Rhys Ifans, Emma Chambers, James 
Dreyfus and Gina McKee. (1999) 

TUESDAY 

Snatched At Birth, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A grieving woman develops an unhealthy obsession 
with having a child. When her best friend gives birth, 
and then dies in a car accident, the newborn goes 
missing. Thriller, starring Kaitlyn Black, David 
Gallagher and Alexandra Paul. (2017) 


WEDNESDAY 

Driven Off the Rails, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Premiere. A married woman loses her memory after 
an accident, but when her memory returns, she 
believes she has had an affair with a missing man. 
Drama, starring Hannah Barefoot. (2017) 



The Quiet Ones, Channel 4, 2am 

An academic scientist recruits a group of Oxford 
students for a strange experiment, performing a series 
of tests on a woman in the hope of tapping into her 
apparent psychic abilities and deliberately manifesting 
a poltergeist. However, they soon find they are unable 
to control the dark forces they unleash. Horror, 
starring Jared Harris and Sam Claflin. (2014) 

THURSDAY 

Sinister Stepmother, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Premiere. A divorcee is surprised to learn her 
ex-husband has married a younger woman - and even 
more surprised to discover her dark past. Thriller, with 
Annie Wersching. (2017) 

FRIDAY 

Buried, BBC1,11.55pm 

A man buried alive in the Iraqi desert tries to 
organise a rescue before he runs out of air - but even 
he does not know where he is. Thriller, starring Ryan 
Reynolds. (2010) 


Peter and Sian are back in 
the driving seat once again 


ometimes, the best ideas 
tend to be the most simple. 
Take Peter Kay’s Car Share, 
for example. It was inspired by the 
Alfred Molina and Dawn French 
sitcom Roger & Val Have Just Got 
In, which focused on a couple 
spending time chatting about their 
day having returned home from 
work. 

Co-creator Paul Coleman had 
previously worked with Kay on Max 
and Paddy’s Road to Nowhere, so 
he approached him with the idea of 
two people travelling to and from 
their workplace by car. 

Kay brought in his old friend Sian 
Gibson (they had met as students at 
Salford University), and the rest is 
history. 

Kay plays supermarket assistant 
manager John, who picks up 
colleague Kayleigh every day, 
initially as part of a new work 
scheme. At the start, they barely 
know each other, but as the weeks 
go by and they chat while travelling 
or stuck in traffic, they gradually 
become close friends. 


“The idea of two people car¬ 
sharing to work each day really 
appealed to me, as it highlights the 
comedy in the minutiae of the daily 
trek and allows the spiralling 
conversations of life to unwind in all 
of their glory,” said Kay ahead of the 
first series. 

Clearly the great British public 
agreed, because the sitcom was an 
instant success when the first series 
was originally made available via 
the BBC iPlayer in 2015; it went on 
to become the platform’s most- 
watched series to be released as a 
box set. 

A second run aired last year, with 
John and Kayleigh growing ever- 
closer. The run ended as she 
declared her love for him before 
storming out of the car when he 
failed to reciprocate. 

Kay claimed that was the 
end of the entire project - but 
fans were up in arms. How 
could two such popular characters 
be left dangling in mid-air? 

Some folk even began a petition in 
the hope of persuading him to 
change his mind, collecting 


around 100,000 signatures in the 
process. Thankfully Kay announced 
he had relented during an 
appearance with Gibson on 
Children in Need last November. 

“We were completely 
overwhelmed by the response and 
even though we’ve no plans to write 
a third series we knew we couldn’t 
end the story there,” claims Kay. 

Shane Allen, the BBC’s controller 
of comedy commissioning, adds: 
“This new finale is going to be the 
TV comedy equivalent of The Space 
Landing, Who Shot JR? or The 
Olympics Opening Ceremony 
depending on how old you are.” 

The final episode, written by 
Coleman, Gibson and Kay, is yet to 
come, but preceding it is this 
completely unscripted tale. 

“We were always very fond of ad 
libbing around the script when we 
were filming the series,” reveals 
Kay. “So we decided to see what 
would happen if we took the script 
away and just relied on just our 
chemistry alone, reacting to 
whatever came on the radio.” 




Peter Kay’s Car Share Unscripted, Monday, BBC1, 10pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Genderquake 
Channel 4, 9pm 

Eleven strangers with different gender identities and 
sexualities spend a week together under one roof in 
the hope that they will discover what divides them 
and what unites them. In the first of two editions, 
introductions quickly lead to arguments on the 
opening night and over the following days, as the 
housemates begin to make new alliances over visits 
to a country pub and nearby Brighton beach. Non¬ 
binary Saffron confesses her deepest anxieties to 
straight guy Tom, while transgender woman Brooke 
finds the confidence to brave the hot tub. 

TUESDAY 

Back to the Land with Kate Humble 
BBC2, 7pm 

New series. Return of the show in which the 
presenter champions the UK’s most inspirational 
rural entrepreneurs. The first edition comes from 
Cornwall and features Tim and Caro, who free dive 
to pick seaweed. After a tough first few years living 
in caravans, Kate meets them at their most crucial 
point of expansion - they are about to move to a 
new premises, are embarking on cultivating their 
own seaweed for the first time, and Caro is 
pregnant with her second child. Plus, a visit to a 


duck farm run by a couple who used to work in the 
haulage business. 

WEDNESDAY 

The Secret Life of the Zoo 

Channel 4, 8pm 

Chester Zoo’s penguins move into a temporary 
home while a new luxury home is built for them, but 
the move becomes upsetting when malaria sweeps 
the colony, with elder Rudd battling to survive 
against the odds. Meanwhile, the African painted 
dog pups venture out of their den for the first time, 
but the runt of the litter Mosi refuses to go out into 
the cold, and keepers worry she may have issues 
with her eyesight. Elsewhere, Sumatran 
orangutan Emma gives birth, and a beetle 
with a wonky horn has to fight other 
bachelors in the group to win the 
attention of a female. 


Britain’s Fat Fight with Hugh 
Fearnley-Whittingstall 
BBC1, 9pm 

In the final episode of the series, 
Hugh turns his attention to junk 
food marketing techniques, and 
compares them to the amount I 
that is spent on marketing for 


vegetables and healthy eating alternatives. Hugh 
also heads to a Conservative Party Conference, 
where he has been invited to speak about obesity, 
but is frustrated in his attempts to get an audience 
with Jeremy Hunt. Elsewhere, with the help of Jamie 
Oliver, he comes up with a bold plan to try and 

improve the health of the nation. 

THURSDAY 

Britain’s Best Home Cook 
BBC1,8pm 

Claudia Winkleman presents 
week two of the culinary 
contest, which sees the cooks 
create their ultimate fish dish, with 
accompaniments designed to 
^ showcase their individual 

personality. They must then invent 
a sweet or savoury meal with 
squash or rice as the key 
ingredient, before an anxious 
wait to hear who has to cook 
again. This week, judges 
Mary Berry, Dan Doherty 
and Chris Bavin have 
■ chosen a tricky dessert that 
requires 
precision - but 



Britain’s Fat Fight with Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall 
Wednesday, BBC1,9pm 


who will make it through the elimination round and 
who will be hanging up their apron? 

FRIDAY 

The One Show: NHS Patients Awards Special 
BBC1,7pm 

As the NHS marks its 70th anniversary, The One 
Show, together with the Patients Association, pays 
its respects to the extraordinary people who keep it 
going day after day. Matt Baker and Alex Jones 
present a special edition honouring and celebrating 
the inspirational work of those staff who continually 
deliver outstanding care to patients and their 
families, as nominated by viewers. Categories 
include the Children’s and Young People’s Care 
Award, the Healthcare Award, the Nursing and 
Midwifery Award, the Unsung Hero Award and the 
Lifetime Achievement Award. 

The Bridge 
BBC2, 9pm 

New series. The body of a woman is retrieved close 
to the bridge between Denmark and Sweden. It is 
found to be that of the Head of the Danish 
Immigration Board, whose staff had recently been 
filmed celebrating the success of a case deporting 
an Iranian homosexual who could face execution on 
his return. 


TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! YOU’VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The Electronic roller-door is possibly the most popular garage door by a mile. There are 
obvious reasons why; space saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list 
goes on... Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, We are possibly the best in 
the UK - by a mile!! We are one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with 
us you will save yourselves ££££s 
for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

NOW ONLY 


INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 



PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 


Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 
Top quality electric operated rolling 
garage door 

Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

Totally maintenance free 

So neat & compacted & space saving, giving 

you extra width & extra height 

White as standard, other colours available 

Roller garage doors, absolute top quality 

garage door, for lower than 

UK high street DIY retailer 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 


CALL NOW 01376 571778 

www.roller-shutter-doors-uk.com 


Retirement Apartments 

For Rent In Smethwick And Harborne 

• Self-contained 1 bed apartments with 
Building Manager service 

• For couples or single people aged 60 or over 

• Plenty of storage; central heating; 
double glazing; shower 

• Cooker and fridge-freezer provided in 
modern kitchen 

• 24 hour emergency response service, 

365 days per year 

• Lifts; free launderette; pleasant well-maintained 
gardens with patio 

• Weekly payments include heating and water - 
no winter bill worries 

• Coffee mornings; afternoon tea; bingo; film nights; 
day trips and other exciting activities. 

If you are looking for somewhere welcoming, safe 

and secure and you have a low income, contact us 

Tel: 01214261600 Harborne 

Email: Gill.Rigby@hplc.org.uk xX^p ar j s h Lands 

HPLC, 109 Court Oak Road, SJp Charity 

Birmingham, B17 9AA Providing a service for those in need 



Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 




Doors & Windows Ltd 

842706 / 07759 536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
Email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 


French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 


HENLEY 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independently Family Owned and Run Business 
Proudly Serving Families And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Funerals From £1295 Plus Crematorium Fee 
(T&Cs Apply) 

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 
Pre Planned Funerals 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 665 64 
Emily House, Warley Road, Oldbury 










































BRAIN GYM 


No.478 


Double Crossword 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

A 

2 

L 

3 

N 

H 

5 

K 

6 

P 

7 

G 

8 ^ 

9 

V 

10 

J 

11 

M 

12 

c 

13 

B 

14 

Q 

15 

o 

16 

F 

17 

D 

18 

E 

19 

w 

20 

T 

21 

s 

22 

u 

23 

z 

24 

X 

25 

R 

26 

Y 


i 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

L 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

1 

25 

13 

26 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 

fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 


Across 

Down 

7. Areas for a walk on 

1. Puts it on without 

board (6) 

being told? (7) 

8. Foreign office (6) 

2. Not wholly biased 

10. Under it changes 

(7) 

are yet to be 

3. Memorial of old 

made (7) 

priest outwardly 

11. Come gradually to 

Roman Catholic (5) 

the point? (5) 

4. Support us in 

12. Cheese that’s made 

shame (7) 

the wrong way (4) 

5. Hurry up, they’re 

13. Sober way to 

hard to fathom (5) 

help (5) 

6. Extravagant when 

17. Their accounts 

out and about (5) 

cannot be relied 

9. Leaders of 

upon (5) 

newspapers (9) 

18. Broken knee 

14. Nowhere near cool 

produces a 

enough (7) 

plaintive cry (4) 

15. Draughtsman’s 

22. I’m illuminated 

intentions? (7) 

round the edge (5) 

16. Discovers 

23. Caviare might 

something new in 

produce such 

airways? (7) 

greed (7) 

19. Being made to 

24. Empty one 

work (5) 

container into 

20. A spanking 

another (6) 

vessel? (5) 

25. A small-holder in 

21. Number get a fever 

the fruit trade (6) 

that’s ill-defined (5) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

Down 

7. Pick (6) 

1. Accomplish (7) 

8. Bower (6) 

2. Terse (7) 

10. Contain (7) 

3. Outcome (5) 

11 . Boast (5) 

4. Courage (7) 

12. Huge (4) 

5. Knave (5) 

13. Scratch (5) 

17. Hasten (5) 

18. Solitary (4) 

6. Banal (5) 

9. Fickle (9) 

14. Pacify (7) 

15. Warrior (7) 

22. Slack (5) 

16. Under (7) 

23. Shorten (7) 

19. Fissure (5) 

24. Fix (6) 

20. Awaken (5) 

25. View (6) 

21. Rely on (5) 




5 
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2 

3 

3 



4 

5 


9 



6 



1 






7 


8 

2 




6 



5 




4 


1 



6 




9 

5 


2 




9 


1 



7 



7 



3 



5 

4 

2 


5 

7 



9 



Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


6 7 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Light; 4 Funeral; 8 Oration; 

9 Monet; 10 Bede; 11 Clangour; 13 Mobs; 14 Stun; 
16 Runner-up; 17 Draw; 20 Yacht; 21 Sleeper; 

22 Useless; 23 Poles. Down: 1 Look before you; 

2 Grand; 3 Trim; 4 Finale; 5 Nominate; 6 Rangoon; 
7 Literary works; 12 Absentee; 13 Manacle; 

15 Nurses; 18 Repel; 19 Leap. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Greed; 4 Chamfer; 8 Ascribe; 

9 Fling; 10 Dull; 11 Acquaint; 13 Mean; 14 Snag; 

16 Quagmire; 17 Pass; 20 Elude; 21 Survive; 

22 Treason; 23 Press. Down: 1 Grandiloquent; 

2 Excel; 3 Dais; 4 Clench; 5 Affluent; 6 Failing; 

7 Righteousness; 12 Harmless; 13 Measure; 

15 Prison; 18 Agile; 19 Grip. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1 . 

2 . 


What is the Roman name for Odysseus? 
Of which mountain range is Mount 
McKinley the highest? 

Which John Travolta film won the Palme 
d’Or at Cannes in 1994? 

What is the smallest US state? 

Of which religion is a Parsee or Parsi a 
follower? 

Which Brighton-based boxer once earned 


£10m in an eight-fight package with 
Sky TV? 

7. Which race is the blue riband of the English 
horse-racing season? 

8. Which film company merged with MGM in 
the ‘80s? 

9. Which town in Greater Manchester includes 
Old Trafford cricket ground? 

10. Which Hollywood star’s first name 
is Eldred? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Pressure; 2 Diwali; 3 Castor and Pollux; 
4 Navajo; 5 Under a judge; 6 Henley; 7 The 
Duchess of York; 8 Al Jolson; 9 Gerbil; 

10 Apricot. 

Niner: SOBRIQUET 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

741782 gives an element, 

87654928 gives a second element, 

3732662 gives a scientific instrument. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 




STAND OUT 
FROM YOUR 
RIVALS 


MNA 


Advertise your business 

on the Express & Star website 

www.expressandstar.com 


To find out how you can benefit call 
MNA Digital on 01902 319730 
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Tuck into feast from the Middle East 


If you were to rank world cuisines on 
suitability for a first date then Lebanese 
would rank pretty low. 

And that’s not because it’s a food that lacks 
sensuality. No, the problem with choosing a Lebanese 
restaurant for a first date is that you’ll most certainly 
end up with a load of herbs in your teeth. 

Eat a tabbouleh salad and smile afterwards at your 
peril; the likelihood of a second date will flash before 
your eyes. This salad isn’t just heavy on parsley, it uses 
the grassy herb in Pavarotti-size proportions, only 
making way for a sprinkling of bulghur wheat, chopped 
tomatoes and spring onion. 

Fattoush salads are pimped up with a garden’s worth 
of parsley and mint, and let’s not mention the cuisine’s 
use of seeds. Jet black nigella seeds poke fun at diners 
with receeding gums as they are liberally sprinkled on 
top of natural labne (strained yoghurt) while the ruby 
jewels of pomegranates are strewn on salads, stews 
and sauces. 


FORTUNATE 

And so it was rather fortunate that when I visited the 
new Birmingham branch of Comptoir Libanais I was 
not on a first date. Or a second or third date. It’s safe 
to say that after more than 16 years together, me and 
the other half are well into harmonious, herb-munching, 
couldn’t care less about the consequences territory. We 
eat garlic with gusto, curries without caution and carry 
breath mints rarely. It’s a happy time. 

Happier even since Comptoir Libanias opened in 
Grand Central. 

Interiors are a riot of colour and eccentricity. Walls, 
decorated in bright Moorish tiles, are adorned with 
quirky artworks and gold etched plates. Baklava is 
piled high in the entrance and there are staff lingering 




outside, trying to entice customers into their cavernous 
lair. 

Styled on a Beiruti canteen, there’s an open kitchen 
and the informal restaurant buzzes with noise, chatter 
and clatter of crockery. 

The menu features hot and cold mezze plus wraps, 
salads and tagines as well as other Lebanese dishes 
such as roasted sea bass topped with spiced coriander, 
tomato and tahina sauce. The exotic ingredients - 
sumac, Damascus olives, tahini, labne, rose syrup, 
all made me wistful for far off lands. Let’s run off to 


Lebanon, I thought. Who says Lebanese food isn’t 
romantic. As long as you don’t mind herbs in your teeth, 
that is. 

We chose the mezze platter for two featuring piles 
of falafels, grilled halloumi, tabbouleh and freekah 
salads, pitta breads alongside pools of baba ghanuj and 
hummus. And a shed load of herbs. 

We also ordered some lamb kibbeh, tasty lemon¬ 
shaped parcels of minced meat, cracked wheat, pine 
nuts and spices, and a piquant fattoush salad. It all 
looked as good as it tasted 


With 20 minutes to spare before we needed to dash 
off to the cinema we decided to risk ordering dessert, 
struggling to choose between the plate of baklava, the 
date-syrup topped frozen yoghurt and the chocolate, 
orange and cardamon tart. So we ordered all three but 
were left a bit disappointed. 

Although we were allocated a waitress, service was 
chaotic. The bill came to just over £43 which included 
four Diet Cokes and service charge - all reasonably 
good value. 

EMILY BRIDGEWATER 



Royal Ascot 

Ladies Day 

Departing Wednesday 20 Jun 

From Brownhills, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


Buckingham Palace 

& London 


Hampton Court 

Flower Show 


Diana 

Her Fashion Story 


Departing Saturday 7 Jul 

From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


Departing Saturday 14 Jul 

From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


Departing Saturday 11 Aug 

From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel 

✓ Admission ticket to the Windsor Enclosure at 
Royal Ascot on Ladies’ Day 

✓ En-route visit to Oxford 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, London area 

✓ Admission to the Hampton Court Palace Flower 
Show, with coach transfer 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4-star outer London 
hotel with dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Sunday admission ticket to Kensington Palace 
and gardens, including entrance to the 'Diana: 
Her Fashion Story’ exhibition 

✓ Free time in central London 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4-star outer London 
hotel with dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Admission ticket to Buckingham Palace State 
Rooms with coach transfer 

✓ Free time in London 


2 Days 

By Coach 


2 Days 

By Coach 


2 Days 

By Coach 


2 Days 

By Coach 


Coach package holidays are subject to Omega Holidays terms and conditions and are protected by a bond held with ABTA (No.V4782). Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


03300 130 051 


For more information 
or to book, please cal 


033 numbers are free within 
inclusive minutes packages 
otherwise standard rates apply. 


Quote 

OMRT 


omegabreaks.com/RT * 




































PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


No expense has 
been spared on 
this lovely property 

Skitts Estate Agents are delighted to be marketing 
this beautifully presented four-bedroomed modern 
home in Parish Drive, Tipton, which was originally 
built by Morris Homes. 

In one of only two styles built in 2014, no expense 
has been spared on this property. 

It is for sale through Skitts Estate Agents at offers 
over £270,000. 

Completed to a very high standard, its specification 
benefits from features such as Amtico’ flooring, 
built-in wardrobes with ‘Swarovski’ handles, ‘Hillarys 
Blinds’, an integrated fitted kitchen with pull out high 
gloss, soft close and hydraulic shelving, wall and 
base units, finished off with fantastic bi-folding patio 
doors. 

The property’s accommodation briefly comprises 
an entrance hallway, a lounge, a kitchen/diner, a 
utility room, a downstairs WC, four bedrooms, an 
en-suite, a family bathroom, front and rear gardens, 
a driveway and a garage. An internal inspection is 
highly recommended by the agent to truly appreciate 
the standard of accommodation that is on offer! 

Schools 

The property is within a short distance of ‘Highly 
Regarded’ primary and secondary schools. 

You also have access to Tipton Leisure Centre 
which is a short walk away, as well as local amenities. 

The residence has fantastic transport links to A41, 
A4123, M6 and the M5 which are all within a short 
drive from the property. 

Public travel links such as bus routes and Tipton 
or Dudley Port train stations are all located within a 
one-mile radius. 

Skitts Estate Agents began in 1979 as a partnership 
and has proudly remained so for over 37 years. This 
means the people who own the company, run the 
company on a daily basis and are responsible for all 
aspects of its growth, success and professionalism. 

Currently, the four partners oversee eight branches 
and 30 staff across the West Midlands region and as 
such, are one of the largest independent sales and 
letting agencies in the area. 


TIPTON OFFERS OVER £270,000 



A 


YOU DESERVE MORE 




■m 
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loveyourpostcode.corrf 0121 544 9595 0800 862 0870 


























PROPERTY 



Five-bedroom 
property 
in popular 
location 

OLDBURY 

£344,950 «< 



An extended detached five- 
bedroomed home, 119 Tower 
Road, Tividale, Oldbury, has 
good-sized accommodation 
and lies in a popular and 
convenient location. 

Within walking distance 
of local shops available at 
the bottom of Tower Road, 
together with schools for 
all age groups, it is for sale 
through Tom Giles Estate 
Agents at £344,950. 

With gas central heating and 
double glazing, it stands set 
back from the roadside behind 
a driveway with parking for 
four/five vehicles. 


Semi-detached on 
a desirable estate 

TIPTON 

£180,000 


Being immaculately presented, this three- 
bedroomed semi-detached property in William 
Barrows Way, Tipton, lies on a highly desirable 
estate. 

Close to local schools, amenities and travel links, it 
is for sale through Skitts estate agents at £180,000. 


It also has a reception hall, 
a lounge/dining room with a 
glazed bow window to front 
and French doors to the rear 
garden. The dining room 
features ceramic tiled flooring 
and there is open access into 
the kitchen. 

Contact Tom Giles on 0121 
552 6171. 


The accommodation briefly comprises of a lounge, 
a kitchen, three bedrooms, a bathroom, an en-suite, 
a downstairs WC, off street 

parking, a garage and a front and rear garden. 

The property is built to an attractive modern design. 

For further information contact the selling agents, 
Skitts estate agents on 0121 520 2255. 




1 auctions 23RD MAY 2018 

^ Aston Villa Football Ground 

BIGWOOD Starting at 10:30am 

AUCTION 

AUEn 1 CA I ATQ To include properties on behalf of: 

1 1 Plus properties on behalf of Receivers/Housing Associations 

Birmingham 

1 City Council 
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4 Forest Road, Oldbury 

3 Bed Semi Detached House 

Guide: £155,000+ (plus fees) 


199 Cherry Orchard Road, 
Handsworth Wood 

6 Bed Linked Semi Detached House 

Guide: £195,000+ (plus fees) 


52 Cavendish Road, Edgbaston 

4 Bed End Terraced House 

Guide: £100,000 (plus fees) 


103 James Turner St, Winson Green 

3 Bed Mid Terraced House 

Guide: £73,000+ (plus fees) 



154 Rookery Road, Handsworth 

3 Bed Mid Terraced House 

Guide: £75,000+ (plus fees) 


1 j- 


lie Vicarage Road West, Dudley 

3 Bed Detached House 

Guide: £120,000-£125,000 
(plus fees) 

Flats A & B 122 Thornhill 

Road, Handsworth 

Three storey house which 
comprises 2 self-contained units. 

Guide: £50,000+ (plus fees) 

105 Creed Way, West Bromwich 

2 Bed Investment Property 
Current Gross Income: £6,300 pa. 

Guide: £60,000+ (plus fees) 

242 Rotton Park Road, Edgbaston 

Investment Property of 5 Flats 
Current Gross Income: £25,800 pa. 

Guide: £275,000+ (plus fees) 

81 Shenstone Road, Edgbaston 

2 Bed Investment Property 
Current Gross Income: £5,100 pa. 

Guide: £95,000+ (plus fees) 

Vacant Residential Properties, Residential Investments, Vacant Commercial Properties, Commercial Investments, Land/Development Opportunities, Garages & Ground Rents 


(£) 0121 233 5046 


',y www.sdlauctions.co.uk 


^0 @SDLA_Bigwood 


Each property is subject to a Reserve Price which would ordinarily be within + or - 10% of the quoted Guide Price. Therefore the property may not be able to be purchased at the quoted Guide Price. Both Guide and Reserve Prices can be subject to 
change up to and including the day of the auction. For a full explanation go to www.sdlauctions.co.uk/glossary. All Guide Prices are subject to additional non-optional fees, including the buyers administration fee. For the Energy Performance Rating of 
each property please refer to the legal pack, our catalogue or website. Please contact our office for further details or advice. 






















PROPERTY 




Well-presented versatile three-bedroom bungalow 


A spacious and very versatile 
three double-bedroomed detached 
bungalow in Bagnall Street, Ocker 
Hill, Tipton, is for sale through 
Skitts Estate Agents at £210,000. 

The property is very versatile as the 
current owner is actually using one 
of the bedrooms as a dining room. It 
has an easy to maintain front garden 
and much the same to the rear. 

It also has an 18-foot lounge and 


TIPTON 

£ 210,000 


a 21-foot kitchen/diner, a family 
bathroom, front and rear gardens, 
off-street parking for several 
vehicles, a carport/storage, double 
glazing and majority gas-fired central 
heating. 

Avery spacious and nicely 


presented detached bungalow, 
located on the Willingsworth Estate 
in Tipton. 

This property simply needs to be 
viewed to appreciate exactly what 
you are getting for your money. 
Briefly compromising Hallway, 18’ 
lounge, 2T kitchen diner and three 
double bedrooms. 

To book a viewing, contact Skitts 
Estate Agents on 0121 520 2255. 


Forthcoming Cottons 

AllCtiOn CMAhTcnto 



Ol 4 C 6 
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Thursday 24th May 2018 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Considering Selling 
^ by Auction? 

Call for your 

No Obligation 

\ Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 


Auctioneers 

m T . 

of Residential and 

a r " 

Commercial Property, 

*'?ri • . « Z* 1 

Av • vr | ’ 

Land and Development 

f r J » S'- V ^ 

Opportunities * 

J.vr- * r • ^ * A 

■ 1' f \ 9 




Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 



CROWD PLEASER 

Don’t miss out on our last remaining, 
popular, 2 bedroom Morton homes 
available with carpets * Reserve yours 
now before it’s too late. 


DISCOVER the extraordinary difference 
in our thoughtfully designed new homes 

EXPERIENCE our impressive specification, 
which includes appliances, fitted wardrobes 
and en-suite to master bedrooms 

JOIN US and see the lifestyle you can have 
with the Kier way of living 


2, 3 and 4 bedroom homes 
from £134,995 (nfteip^ 

Help to Buy also available* 


yto Buy/ 


WHERE UNRIVALLED LIVING BEGINS 

THE LAURELS 

off Ocker Hill Road, Tipton DY4 0UW 

OPEN: Thursday - Monday 10am - 5pm 
TELEPHONE: 07548 710763 
EMAIL: thelaurelssales@kier.co.uk 


CGI of the 2 bedroom Morton at The Laurels. Elevations and finishes may vary. ‘Available on selected plots subject to terms and conditions. “Help to buy available upon request subject to terms and conditions. 


INKIER 


www.kierliving.co.uk 
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SKITTS 


ESTATE AGENTS 


Property Auctions 
0% Commission to sell 


#> 


wolverhampton@skitts.net 01902 788188 wednesfield@skitts.net 
willenhall@skitts.net 01902 031151 wednesbury@skitts.net 


01902 732324 sedgley@skitts.net 01902 B8B8B8 
0121 505 1818 greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 


bilston@skitts.net 01902 353578 
bloxwich@skitts.net 01922 478104 



, , _ _ £90,000 

Johnson Road, . r— m 

Wednesbury 



PUBLIC NOTICE 

Mortgagees in possession are now in receipt of an offer for 
the sum of £92,500 for 55 Johnson Road, Wednesbury, West 
Midlands, WS10 0ES. Anyone wishing to place an offer on the 
property should contact Skitts Estate Agents, 96 Walsall street, 
Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 9BY, 0121 505 1818 before 
exchange of contracts or within the next 7 days whichever is 
sooner. 


Hollies Drive, Wednesbury 

Offprc: in thf> Rpninn Of £220.000 



Barlow Road, Wednesbury 

Offers in the Region Of £140,000 





Sedgley Road, Tipton 


Offprc: in t:hp Rpninn Qf £170 PRO 


Melia Drive, Wednesbury 


£239,995 


pr 

4 I 

U 2 

EPC C 


Yew Tree Lane, 
Wednesbury 


£149.950 


Oxford Way, 
Tipton 


3 


Horseley Road, Tipton 

Offprc in t:hp Rpninn Of £139.950 



Hellier Avenue, Tipton 

Offers in the Region Of £132,500 




Longcroft Avenue, Wednesbury 
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SKITTS 


The Black Countrys 
trusted Estate Agent 
for over 40 years 


n 


Local property experts 
for over 40 years 

Skitts Estate Agents have been successfully selling homes across 
the Midlands and Black Country for over 40 years, and we continue 
to provide first class, expert advice for our clients. 

No upfront fees on our No Sale - 
No Charge package 

Including: 

• High resolution digital photography 
• Floor plan • Rightmove listing 
• Free accompanied viewings 
• Full sales progression to completion 

0% commission on all 
Auction Sales 

Choose our Modern Method of Auction 
Package and pay no commission 
on the sale of your property. 


r,i 


OUR SERVICES 

/ RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL SALES & 
LETTINGS 

/ PROFESSIONAL 
VALUATIONS 

/ CONVEYANCING 

/ AUCTIONS 

/ MORTGAGES 

/ EIGHT BRANCH NETWORK 


rightmove 


The Property 
Ombudsman 
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“PROPERTY 



Four-bed residence 
with large gardens 


TIPTON 

£ 379,999 


An exceptional family home, Beulah in Clarkes 
Grove, Tipton, is for sale through Connells estate 
agents at £379,999 with no chain. 

Previous planning permission was granted for an 
extra three properties on the site. 

It has an entrance hall, a downstairs bathroom, a 
lounge, a dining area, a kitchen with a gas oven with 
an electric hob and a cooker hood, plumbing for a 
washing machine and a door to the side. There is 
also a conservatory and a downstairs bedroom with 
an en-suite. 

Upstairs are three bedrooms and a shower room. 

To book that important viewing, call Connells on 
01384 214 770. 



Three-bed 
ideal family 
home is in a 
popular spot 

ROWLEY REGIS 
£ 209,950 «< 


An ideal family home, this 
three bedroomed detached 
property in Queens Drive, 
Rowley Regis, is for sale 
through Tom Giles Estate 
Agents at £209,950 with no 
chain. 

With majority gas central 
heating and double glazing, 
it has a porch, entrance 
hall with an under-stairs 
storage cupboard, a lounge, 
dining room, kitchen and 
conservatory, three bedrooms 
and a bathroom, a garage and 
off-road parking. There is also 
an established private garden 
at the rear. 

The home stands set back 
from the roadside behind a 
tarmacadamed driveway with 
parking for two/three vehicles. 

In a popular residential 
location, this home is within 
walking distance of shopping 
facilities at Whiteheath. 

For further information, or to 
book a viewing, contact Tom 
Giles on 0121 552 6171. 



TOM GILES & Co 


E: general@tomgiles.net www.tomgiles.net 
Oldbury T: 0121 552 6171 




TIVIDALE 

LOWER CITY ROAD 


£215,000 


Deceptively spacious and well maintained detached 
bungalow situated in a popular and convenient location. 
Double glazing, central heating, garage, parking, two 
external store-rooms, established gardens front and rear. 
EPC Rating D 




OLDBURY 
PEL CRESCENT 


£180,000 


End of terrace house built by Taylor Wimpey in 2013 
situated in a popular and convenient residential location. 
Central heating, double glazing, ensuite shower and 
family bathroom. Two parking spaces and rear garden. 
EPC Rating C 



TIPTON 

TIVIDALE ROAD 


£149,950 


I Deceptively spacious semi-detached house located 
in Tividale Village in need of general updating and 
decoration. Double glazing, secondary double glazing 
I (where specified), central heating, front and rear gardens, 
■I garage and parking. EPC Rating C 



I BRIERLEYHILL 

BANK STREET ty4 ’ ySU 

I The opportunity to acquire a terraced house offering 
good sized accommodation and with the benefit of NO 
UPWARD CHAIN. Central heating, double glazing, private 
rear garden. EPC Rating E 





OLDBURY 
MOAT ROAD 


£385,000 


EARLY INSPECTION RECOMMENDED TO AVOID 
DISAPPOINTMENT. Modernised and improved spacious 
semi-detached house. Double glazing, gas central 
heating, gardens front and rear, detached double garage 
and secure parking to rear. EPC Rating E 



OLDBURY 
TOWER ROAD 


£344,950 


A spacious extended detached residence offering good 
sized family accommodation situated in a popular and 
convenient location. Ensuite shower to master bedroom, 
family bathroom and seperate toilet. Garage, off-road 
parking and established rear garden. EPC Rating C. 





OLDBURY 
SUNNYBANK ROAD 


£299,950 


VIEWING ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL!! Extended, 
modernised, well maintained and presented semi¬ 
detached house located in a quiet yet convenient 
location. Within walking distance of Hagley Road West 
and other local amenities. EPC Rating E 




SUTTON COLDFIELD 
CHESTER GARDENS 


£259,950 


An opportunity to acquire an end-town house situated 
within a highly sought after location within a modern 
housing development. Central heating, double glazing, 
garage, off-road parking, burglar alarm, front and rear 
gardens. EPC Rating D. 




ROWLEY REGIS 
QUEENS DRIVE 


£209,950 


We are pleased to offer this detached family residence, 
conservatory, central heating, double glazing, garage, 
parking and private established garden to rear. NO 
UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating E. 




OLDBURY 
TITFORD ROAD 


£142,500 


We are pleased to offer this semi-detached house in 
need of some improvement but being situated in a 
popular and convenient location. Central heating and 
double glazing (where specified) Garage and parking. 
Rear garden. EPC Rating D. NO UPWARD CHAIN 




OLDBURY 
PARKFIELD ROAD 


£800 pcm 


An exceptionally well-presented traditional semi¬ 
detached property with loft conversion offering excellent 
family accommodation for long-term rental. Double 
glazing, central heating, off-road parking, fully enclosed 
rear garden. Deposit £1,200. EPC Rating D 


Contact us for a 


FREE VALUATION 


T: 0121 552 6171 


team 











































Carpets 


Gardening 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist 
Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
. ANY LIKE FOR LIKE „ 

Ij QUOTATION BEATEN 1 


r 


Senior Citizen Discounts 
2 Year Guarantee 
Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 
SKY Q specialist 

Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 
Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Sandwell Based 
0121 441 2891 
Mobile: 07853 253176 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £65-SATELLITE £80 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


Carpentry 


Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 


6 internal 
pre-finished doors 
fully fitted for 

£450 

complete with handles 


External UP VC and composite doors 
also available 

Opening 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM m h °7 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX 10 am-' 5 pm 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 10am - 2pm 

www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 




CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 

www.cleancarehalesowen.co.uk 


Weed-free paving • No maintenance 
Non-sinking* Block paving 
and Tarmac 
Digger Grab Hire 

Various patterns and colours available 


Free Quotes 
Tel: 0121 574 0596 
Mobile: 07967 657539 



0121 S88 7116 

West Brom, Walsall 
Wednesbury 


0121 630 3633 

Tipton, Oldbury 
Smethwick 


01902 880641 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley, W’ton 


Decorating 


Electricians 


Co our Zone 

Interior & exterior pai nting » 
and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 



M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 



ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


ELECTRIC 


b Ring Tony or Julie on 

7974 428 603 
EEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

Registered Company* EPP31221 


Driveways 


REWIRING EXPERTS.co.uk 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 
local service call: 

0121 3690311 ^ 
07939 503905 



Lawley & Son 

DRIVEWAYS 


• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

• Trimming 

• Felling 

• Turfing 

• Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing 

• Block-paving specialists 

• Drives 

• Patios 

• Paths Building work undertaken 

• Tarmacing - Red or Black 

Professional quality work at 
competitive prices [ifii 

All work undertaken . 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 or 07376 612163 


Garage Doors 





ROWAN 


TREE AND GARDEN SERVICES 

• Tree Surgeon Specialist • Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 

• Hedges Pruned/Shaped • Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
• Fencing • Turfing • Concreting • Driveways & Patios 

• Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation quotation 

WWW.ROWANGROUP.CO.UK 
01384 213644 or 
07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, mm E] 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) 

All staff C.R.B. Certified HiH 


mi w m>mi ^ 


.n pm cooum wr mm. 


mtmm 
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TURN YOUR JUNGLE INTO A BEAUTIFUL CARDER!! 


LMS 
GARAGE DOOM 

All types of do oSM 
supplied and fitted 

Fast low cosf| s amel 
day repairs 

For a free survey ism 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 118707 


Pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 
Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 


T.L.S. Creative Gardening 


• Block Paving • Slabbing • Brickwork 
• Tongue & Groove Sheds • Fencing 
• Turfing • Wrought Iron Gates & Fencing 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121-601-8034 
07833-312-126 
07906-867776 

www.tlscreativegardens.co.uk 
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Gardening 


Plumbing & Heating 


Sandwell 


✓ Lawn cutting regular or 1 off. 

✓ Lawn weed & feed treatment 

✓ New lawn laid 

✓ Small/Medium hedges pruned 

✓ Weeds sprayed on hard surfaces 

✓ Overgrown gardens cleared. 

✓ Fence panels / decking & sheds painted 

✓ Rubbish Removals 

✓ Pressure washing driveways & patios 

✓ Window Cleaning 

Mobile 07908 012267 



"3Lp 

TURF-SUPPUED & LAID 

• Fencing 

• Turfing 

• Slabbing 

• Ornamental Gravel 


i Driveways/Patios 
Cleaned 

► Gardens Cleared 


ALL AREAS 
COVERED 

No Job Too Small 

FREE 

ESTIMATES 


Tel: 0121 
531 6295 
or 

07866 

623841 




CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Mobile Hairdresser 


■ MOBI LEH 
H AI RD RESS E 

Cuts, Colours, Perms etg 

Hair extensions 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


Wf-07538 718264 



Plumbing 


OUSEHOLD 

L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs 
'tEP* Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 y 
V.—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 




mmm 




INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
^on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


EaSta IXtetlftTIg] <& tPDrTTTTfyfhlg] 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECI AL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 

JF _5AS 

Free Quotation 

07961 140885 



KEIM 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 


Property Maintenance 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 

★ Flat Roofs ★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 
★ Plumbing / emergencies 

★ Bunding work 

All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 5565294 Mobile: 07817 727261 






Rubbish Removal 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


Tom Corbett Roofing Services 





Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate 8. Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement 8. Cleaning 

EUiTElPlfivSTICS. 


•Fascias * Soffits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www .elite plasticsupvc.co.uk 



i. 


A1 Little Job Man © 


(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


EH | 

fll 1 


0121 553 3020 


Upholstery 


RE-UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 

Specialists in Re-upholstery, Repairs and Antiques 
CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 
No Job Too SmallNB 
FREE ESTIMATES fdl 
Choice of patterns / Quality Workm anship 
SOFA WORKSHOPjM| 

Oldbury 
Tel: 078161*18492 
email: vince.gandley@yahoo'com 




EST. 

SINCE 1992 


ROB’S 
RUBBISH p 

A CHEAP RUBBISH WW* 

REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs NO PROBLEM ft —- 

We load, No Skips, Free Estimates 1 

Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances, Furniture 

0121 500 6033 

07938 207122 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich _ 



Skip Hire 


A.J.B. Waste Management 


Try us for a FREE no obligation quotation 

FOR A CHEAP RUBBISH REMOVAL 6 DAYS 

Small Jobs NOT A PROBLEM 
We load, No Skips, Free quotation 

GARDEN, HOUSEHOLD, SHED, GARAGE, 

WHITE GOODS, HOUSE CLEARANCES FURNITURE. 

You can also bring your own waste r V J| 

to our fully licensed transfer station _ 

CALL TODAY AND LETS TALK RUBBISH 


Tel 0121520 7731 ~ 


RUSSELL SKIPS 


MINI/MIDI 
SKIPS^ 

(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 



All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 




















































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Q 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Lost & Found 


LOST FEMALE BLACK CAT 

10 months old. 
Wearing red collar. 
Distinctive large bushy tail. 

If found please call 
01543 676972. 



1 



Family 


MOBILITY EQUIPMENT REPAIRS 

Stairlifts, Scooters, Wheelchairs 
and Batteries: Call 0121 522 3311. 



MOBILITY SCOOTER 


Rascal 388x1 fast 6mph 
scooter, immaculate, 20 mile 
range, 21 stone capacity, pneu¬ 
matic tyres, full lighting kit, free 
delivery and warranty. 

£795 ono. 

07718 089131. 
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Leisure 

Time 



1992 COACHMAN VIP 

Clean and tidy, no damage, size 
390/2. 

£525 ono. 

01902 652075. 


A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433. 

CARAVAN for sale, North Wales, 
must go, fees paid till 2019. Quick 
sale, mint condition. 07590 124226. 


LUNAR 2-BERTH CARAVAN 

Fully equipped with full awning. 
Ready to go. 

Lots of extras. 

£1,250. 

Cannock area. 

0779 4430474. 


HOLIDAY HOME 
FOR SALE 

2012 ABI Ambleside 2 bedroom 
luxurious and spacious model 
£33,995 on an immaculate & family 
friendly 5 star park in the breath 
taking location of historic Harlech 
with spectacular beaches, castle 
and golf course minutes away 
www.minydonpark.co.uk 
call Jayne or Carl 01766 780286 



Home & 
i Services 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business 
Advertisements(Disclosure) 
Order of 1977 requires that 
advertisements must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


Holiday Home for sale -2017 
Willerby Wrekin 

BRAND NEW Limited edition, enhanced 
features £28,995 on a stunning 5 star park 
in The Welsh Marches set above the River 
Severn with private fishing & stunning 
Bowling Pavilion Nr. Shrewsbury. 

Will appeal to retired people & couples. 
Call Ron or Margaret 
01743 885080 
www.sevenoakspark.co.uk 


VARIO 4 frame tent, some extras, 
good condition. £90. 

01922 413959 


holidays 


BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 



\ 

Massage 

v___ 


Co lD 


Mobile deep tissue 
aromatherapy massage 
treatment by 
qualified therapist 


By appointment 07437 569187 


Free Ad: 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

To sell items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



Antique Fairs 


* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTORS 
VINTAGE FAIR 

CORNBOW HALL, HAGLEY STREET, 
HALESOWEN, B63 3AT 
FRIDAY 11TH MAY 
8:30 AM - 3 PM 
07783 680 627 
FREE ADMISSION 




6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (incvat) 
WS32BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 




Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 

01922 712184 


C B SHEDS 
IS FENCING 

We supply & fit. Free quotes. 

Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


SHEDS NOW 

Quality Garden Buildings 
Made to Measure at Competi¬ 
tive prices 

Sheds * Summerhouses * 
Planters * Arbours and more.. 

Now at Swan Pit, Gnosall, 
Stafford ST20 OEE 
www.shedsnow.co.uk 
0800 698 0093 



FURNITURE NOT SOLD? Donate it 
to Katharine House Hospice. We 
collect for free. Telephone 
Cannock 01543 466885, Stafford 
01785 247630, House clearance 
service 01785 760715. 



A GARAGE SALE 

Household items, Saturday, 
May 5, Aldershaw Close, 
Parkside from 9am. 

07969 638841. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

CORRUGATED GALVANISED 

Sheets. New, £8 can deliver. Also 
box profile and PVC/polycarb. 
David Broxton on 07834 489558. 


ASH RECLAMAHON 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


✓ A GENUINE ✓ 

LADY BUYER 

PAYS TOP CASH ON ANY 
TYPE OF GOLD 

Any type of gold wanted, e.g 9 carat 
gold. Jewellery from £300+ per oz. Any 
amount collected. Gold coins, silver, 
medals, bank notes, oriental items, 
anytging old, interesting or collectable 

Call Pauline on 
. 01922 495066 > 

V or 07971 783206 ^ 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 



VINTAGE TOYS 


Star Wars, He-Man, Ghost 
Busters, Ninja Turtles, Corgi or 
Dinky. 

All vintage toys considered. 

Good prices paid. 
Unleash the cash in your loft. 

Call Tony on 07812 903338. 






READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


\ 

Service 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky, 
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts 
and TV set ups. 07850 330251. 



CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 



Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


specialists at 
your service 


Aerials 


/T/TZZZZglMZzB — 

LAiAX/xMimm 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 

GmnfmMormMtmm 

msmmoMfflmm 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

Digital aerials, CCTV cameras, TV 
wall mount fitted. 07850 330251. 


I Alarms/Security 

PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


Bathrooms 


BATHROOM DESIGN All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms: 07850 382548. 

COMPLETE BATHROOMS Bath¬ 
room design and fitting, flooring, 
tiling and more, call 07497 826697. 


Building Services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

All Building & Roofing Work 
Driveways, Landscaping 
Over 40 year exp | All work guaranteed 

Free Quotes: 07837 994465 
01902 579 592 


Building Supplies 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


\ 

Carpentry & Joinery 


SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 


Carpet Fitters 


just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


Driveways & Patios 


DRIVEWAYS 


The Block Paving Specialists. 
Patios, Driveways, Pathways, 
Landscaping & more. 


We will beat any likejor like « 
written-quote 


01785 609076 




TW LANDSCAPES 

Driveway Restoration 
Specialists 

Cleaning & Sealing, Block 
Paving, Tarmac, Patios, 
Driveways, Decorative 
Gravel Drives 

All aspects of Landscaping, 
Fencing, Patios, Walls 

Free no obligation quotation 
call: 01785 878574 
or 07845 483443 


Fencing 


PORTWfly 

FEWCMO 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £7 9 S 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon 1 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury ^ 


Garage 

Conversions 


ALL GARAGE CONVERSIONS 
CATERED FOR OAP discounts, 
Free quotes call 07522 643706 


Gardening Services 


H. COOPER & SON Landscaping / 
garden maintenance. No job too 
small, Free Quotes: 07904 929632. 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
’ pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 

( ^ patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922898710 / 07973177 976 


Gas Fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


Gates 

v_ 

ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 
DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 

\ 

Handyman Services 

v_ 

HANDY MAN - All trades, washing 
machines, outside taps, showers, 
plumbing, heating, decorating & 
more. Free quotes: 07497 826697. 


YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 

N 

House Clearances 

v 

A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 

CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 

House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

Kitchen Fitters 

v _ 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

\ 

Lock Services 

v_ 

LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 01922 780078. 

\ 

Plans Prepared 

v _ 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200 / 07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

X 

Plastering 

v 

MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01543 327130/07519 694516 

MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01543 327130 or 07519 694516. 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 

\ 

Plumbing & Heating 

V 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Ree 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 

ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too large. All work 
guaranteed. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 

Keiron Jones Plumbing & Heating 

Full heating systems £2200 
Boiler Changes £1100 

Longer warranty available upon request, 
fires and surrounds also available. 

For Free Quotes Call: 

01902 403823 07811 855231 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 

\ 

Removals 

v_ 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 862227. 


LOCK & CARPENTRY plumbing, 
plastering, small job specialist. Call 
01902 683100 or 07934 460864. 


KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 


Roofing 


MG ROOFING 

Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs, 
Fascias and Gutters. 

Call 01902 238989/ 
07580 465449. 

www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk 

> 

Rubbish Removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 



STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 

\ 

Upholstery 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.uk 





ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation, this is a legal requirement. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 


Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


ANTIQUE GUN 
COLLECTORS: 

Have you got a Pinfire in your 
collection? If not, I have an 
English, 12b, d/b Game Gun, 
by Wm Greaves for sale. 

£350 o.n.o. 

Box Number P21169, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 3, 2018 
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36 ClassffiedAds 


01902 3178781 bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


BERETTA O/U 686 SPECIAL, 

£600. 

Anschutz 22 RF Riffle. 

£300. 

Box Number P21161, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 
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Business & 
. Farming 


business 

directory 


Commercial 

Premises 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 



BUSY BARBERS Shop for sale 
in Stafford, would suit working 
Barber. For more details phone 
07955 824275. 


6 

Property 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 


J9 

Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 

from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 

^^^^^andloi^AccreditationSchen» 


(wsiesosuso 

J9accommodation .com 


NO DEPOSIT, NO PROBLEM - 
MOVE IN TODAY, Secure, modern 
Studio & 1 Bed Flats, West Brom 
High Street. Low rents DSS 35 + 
welcome. Call 07967 016425. 

ONE BED FLAT WILLENHALL 

Town Centre. New kitchen / bath¬ 
room. £100pwk. Deposit required. 
No texts. 07976 781003. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Fnil (Muia 



THE ONLY READ FOR 
REAL FANS 
EVERY MONDAY 


Part of Express & Star Ltd ExpreSS & Star 


Properties Wanted 


}/ 

J&i I 




FREEPHONE 


FOR YOUR PROPERTY 

• Reposessions stopped • Legal fees paid 

• Houses bought in any condition • Probate Estates Welcome 
CASH PAID WITHIN DAYS! * Mortgages / Loans Cleared 

08001210007 HoSSlS 

— 


Friendly, local company here to help you 7 days a week. Est. 10 years. 


Yes/tisAiiot 

HOMEBUYERS 


We will buy your house fast! 

Free Valuation? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ 
Fast Sale? Yes/ Any Location? Yes/ 

No Fees? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 
FREE, GUARANTEED, instant o££er today! 


Call 0121 663 1797 

or text "Cash" to 66777 
yeshomebuyers.e.om 



Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

We also buy Commercial Property 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 





WINDOW FITTERS 
REQUIRED 

for established 
Window company based in 

OLDBURY 

Based on 40 hours per week. 
OWN VAN REQUIRED 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



HYUNDAI COUPE Sill 


2008 Auto, petrol MoT Jan 
2019, nice clean condition, lady 
owner, service history, sky blue 
metallic paint, black leather 
interior, neated front seats, 
ABS, Air Con, electric mirrors, 
electric tilt and slide sun roof, 
alloy wheels, low miles, 38,708. 

£3,350. 

Telephone 07739 355852. 


RUNNER 


LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 3 

55 Regn, 7 seater, 6 speed 
manual, 

MoT Jan 2018. 
Recently spent £1,800. 
Excellent condition. 
£4,995 ono 
079J>1 224740. 


MUST BE SEEN 


MAZDA MX5 

1991. Classic. 
Very good condition. 
Lots of work on motor. 


CLASS 1 DRIVERS wanted. Steel 
experience preferred, but not 
essential. Nights out available if 
wanted. Gross pay approx £700 
p.w. (plus Nights out) Call Dan 
Butler on 07791 320040. 

Immediate start available. 


Wage negotiable - 
depending on experience. 

Ring 

0121 544 2222 


Bills to show. 

Must to be seen. 

1,600 ono. 

01922 479743/07866 
823209. 


MNA Media 


P ISTRIBUTION & LEAFLE T 
SALES ASS ISTANTl 


MNA Media are looking for a Distribution & Leaflet Sales Assistant to join our 
Xpress Distribution team based at Wolverhampton. 

The purpose of this role is to assist in the free distribution operation of all free printed MNA 
titles, including leaflet sales, to maximise all revenue and sales opportunities. The role will also 
ensure the effective organisation and administration, through third party distributors, of all free 
letterbox distribution activity, in line with current ABC rules. Additionally, there is a focus on 
continually exploiting new opportunities and exploring new markets. 

Working within a busy customer focused environment, the successful applicant must possess 
a full current driving licence as travel to customer sites is required, a company car will be 
provided. As this is a customer facing role excellent communication and customer service skills 
are required. A good working knowledge of all Microsoft products is essential. 

The position is full time, 37.5 hours per week, working Monday-Friday. 

If you would like to be considered for this role please send your CV and covering letter 
to: 

HR Department, Midland News Association, 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV11ES 
Or by e-mail to: hr@mnamedia.co.uk 
Closing date: 7th May 2018. 


Owners of Express & Star l 




Express & Star STAR 



VOLVO S401.6 DRIVe 

A rare opportunity, 

(as new condition) very low 
emissions, no tax needed, 
one owner, only 41,000 miles, 
full main dealer service history, 
alloys, leather interior, 
full MoT, 2012, 

(Private reg) TJA970R 
£7,000. (£21,000 new) 

Call now 07976 888820. 



A rare opportunity, 

(as new condition) very low 
emissions, no tax needed, 
one owner, only 41,000 miles, 
full main dealer service history, 
alloys, leather interior, 
full MoT, 2012, 

(Private reg) TJA970R 
£7,000. (£21,000 new) 

Call now 07976 888820. 


basEsi 



FORD FIESTA 1.4 


TOP OF RANGE GHIA 

R reg. 

Very low mileage. 
One owner from new. 
Lovely condition. 

£575 ono. 

01922 479743/ 
07866 823209. 


BARGAIN 


HYUNDAI AMICA Si 


02 reg, 1.0, 12 months MoT, 
96,000 miles, Service history, 
4-dr, good condition, low 
insurance. 


£550. 


07976 293994. 


BARGAIN 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2SXI 

2005, full MoT, 60,000 miles, 

£450 ono. 

Rugeley 07502 004331 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 


Oldbury Area. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 



CROWN 




Guaranteed best price 
for your unwanted 
cars and vans 


07903 549849 

buyer will call 



ANTHONY METCALFE GRIFFITHS 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late 
of 96 Andrew Road West Bromwich B71 3QG, 
who died on 08/03/2018, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the undersigned 
Solicitors on or before two months from the date 
of this publication, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to claims 
and interests of which they have had notice. 
BACHES SOLICITORS LLP 
Lombard House Cronehills Linkway 
West Bromwich B70 7PL T528822 

ARTHUR CARRINGTON 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons having 
a claim against or an interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 132 Crankhall Lane 
Wednesbury West Midlands WS10 OED, who died on 
29/03/2017, are required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned on or before 06/07/2018, 
after which date the Estate will be distributed having 
regard only to claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

CO-OP LEGAL SERVICES LIMITED 

Aztec 650 Aztec West 

Almondsbury Bristol BS32 4SD 

(Ref: RKH/4057348P/Carrington) T528769 

KENNETH GEORGE EDWARD 
BYTHEWAY (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an interest 
in the Estate of the aforementioned 
deceased, late of 26 Beechwood Road West 
Bromwich West Midlands B70 8QJ, who 
died on 20/01/2018, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 
06/07/2018, after which date the Estate will 
be distributed having regard only to claims 
and interests of which they have had notice. 
ADCOCKS SOLICITORS LTD 
27 Lombard Street Lichfield 
Staffordshire WS13 6DP T528729 


We are recruiting for an expanding 
Birmingham based family business who 
manufacture high quality stainless steel 
and aluminium security doors. Due to the 
growth of the company they are looking 
for an experienced 

PRE-HANG/CARPENTER 

to join their team. 

The ideal candidate would be able to use 
a variety of tools , woodwork machinery, 
fittings and work instructions to perform 
a series of operations to correctly 
pre-hang/test Stainless Steel & 
aluminium Door Sets & locks. 

Carpentry and Engineering background 
required. 

To apply email your CV to 
nathan.smith@mna-recruitment.co.uk 
For more information contact Nathan 
on 01902 319845 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Planning 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 

DC/18/61692 J&AYoung Jayplas Proposed industrial units for 

(Leicester) Ltd Dartmouth Road plastic sorting, and washing/ 
Smethwick B66 IAS processing plant. 


Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, 

Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.45a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.45a.m. to 5.00p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council's Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 


MR JAN BRITTON, Chief Executive 


PUBLIC 
& LEGAL 
NOTICES 


For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to Marie 
Hogg on 01902 319694 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 


(remember to include a name/ 
contact number for confirmation 
of receipt) 




LADY, EARLY 70S 


WLTM a sincere gentleman, 
similar age, with happy, 
outgoing personality, to enjoy 
each others company for days 
and evenings out etc. 

Walsall and surrounding areas. 
Box Number P21165 , 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



Personals 


★ ★★ 

MALE 60, CANNOCK AREA 

Looking for nice, kind lady for 
friendship and possibly more. 


AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 
5*. 0121 472 7281. www.manyana 
massageparlour.co.uk 



Many interests, holidays, meals 
out, country pubs and walks 
and much more. 

Must be non-smoker. 

Box Number P21164, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

LADY EARLY 60 S 

Young outlook, knows how to 
enjoy life seeks gentleman for 
friendship and possible 
relationship. Must have good 
sense of humour and also enjoy 
pubs, meals out and cinema. 
Non smoker, also must like 
pets. 

Photo appreciated. 

Box Number P21171 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 
SEARCHING FOR 
B DICKINSON 

Was a Welder at Birmingham 
Burner Middlemore Lane, 
Aldridge, Walsall. 

Please get in touch with Edith 
from Pelsall. 

Box Number P21142, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


If an ad 
is wrong, 
the ASA 
is here to 
put it right. 


ASA.org.uk 
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Vauxhall is offering greater 
versatility with Combo Life 



By James Parker 

Vauxhall has entered the leisure activity vehicle 
segment with the Combo Life. 

Available in either five- or seven-seat configurations, 
the Combo Life comes fitted with sliding doors 
designed to make it a practical option for larger 
families. 

The rearmost seats are individual units too, and 
their design means that even those in the back have 
enough room to stretch out. 

A variety of safety features have also been fitted 
to the Combo Life, with systems such as driver 
drowsiness alert, a head-up display and forward 
collision alert with pedestrian detection helping 
contribute to a safe overall driving experience. 

It also comes with autonomous emergency braking 
fitted as standard. 

Flank Guard, a new collision detection system fitted 
to the Combo Life, uses 12 sensors to monitor the 
extremities of the car. Should it detect that the vehicle 
is about to hit an obstacle, it will warn the drive via the 
main infotainment screen. 

In addition, the Combo Life benefits from Apple 
CarPlay and Android Auto systems for better 
smartphone integration, controlled via a central 
colour touchscreen. 

The Combo Life will be offered with one of a 


W r —^ ^ 



Entering the leisure sector 

number of turbocharged petrol and diesel engines 
- though Vauxhall has yet to specify the exact list of 
units powering the car. All will be available with either 
a five- or six-speed manual gearbox, or an eight- 
speed automatic. 

Thanks to a standard overall length of 4.4 metres - 
or 4.75 metres in the extended version - the Combo 
Life has a minimum 597 litres of boot storage, rising 
to 850 litres in the long wheelbase variant. 

However, this rises to 2,126 litres in the regular 
Combo Life with the rear seats folded flat, or 2,693 in 
the longer model. 

The Vauxhall Combo Life is predicted to arrive 
in showrooms later in the year, with full prices and 
specifications predicted to be announced a few 
months before it does so. 



Full prices and specifications are predicted to be 
announced shortly 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

CARS FROM £2495 ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

NEW-USED GARS, SERVICE & PARTS FACILITIES 

ALL CARS GUARANTEED, ALL CARS SERVICED AND MOT’D IF REQUIRED FINANCE AVAILARLE (SUBJECT TO STATUS) 
REMEMBER TO BRING THIS ADVERT IN FOR AN EXTRA £100 OFF (T’s & C’s Apply) 


1 2015/65 VOLKSWAGEN AMAROK 
ATACAMA TDI4M0TI0 

1 JL 

PC-«. - 3.BA 25,700 

miles 

‘ £20,995 
+VAT 



2006/06 TOYOTA COROLLA 
1.6WT-I SR 

5-dr, Alsace 
_ Granite, 

J 74,000 

miles 

£2,495 


2005/55 LAND ROVER FREELANDER 
1.8 XEI STATION WAGON 


5 - dr4x4 ' 
X Zambezi 
Silver, 


2011/11 VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.3 
CDTi ECOFLEX EXCLUSIV 


2014/64 VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC 
2.0T16VVXR 


3-dr, 
White, 
17,700 miles 

£16,995 


2009/59 JAGUAR X-TYPE 
2.0D SE 

4-dr, 

^ * rr l# Blue, 

* - 55,892 

. miles 


£5,995 





2010/10 CITROEN C3 PICASSO 
1.6 HDi 16V EXCLUSIV 

5-dr MPV, 
Grey, 52,000 

__ - " miles 


2015/15 VAUXHALL 
CORSA 1.6TVXR 




2014/14 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.0 CDTI 
16V ECOFLEX ELITE 



£8,495 


2010/10 MAZDA MX-5 
1.8iSE 


VOLKSWAGEN GOLF PLUS 
1.9STDI PD 90 

1.9STDI 
PD 90 

^ 5-dr, Blue, 
73,341 miles 

£3,650 



2011/11 BMW 1 SERIES 
135i M SPORT 


2014/14 TOYOTA AYGO 
1.0VVT-I MOVE 



2007/07 FORD FUSION 
1.4 ZETEC 


2012/62 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 
2.0 CDTI SRI VX-LINE 


2012/62 LAND ROVER RANGE 
ROVER EVOQUE 2.2 eD4 PURE 





2013/13 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 
LIMITED EDITION 



2015/64 VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC 
1.4T16VSRI 

r or — 



£7,995 




2012/62 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 
2.0 CDTI SE 

| Silver, 
40,000 
miles 

£7,495 



2008/58 BMW 6 SERIES 
635d SPORT 

I Convertible, 
Auto, Grey, 
■a 62,212 miles 

£13,495 



DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 

01384 4541OO www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 
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Check list when 
buying a used car 

It’s crucial to know what you’re buying when picking 
up the keys to a used car. 

Buying a used car can be daunting. Without prior 
knowledge, selecting a vehicle from a list of thousands 
can prove to be overwhelming - and can prove costly if 
done incorrectly. We’ve put together a list of things you 
need to check when buying a used vehicle. 

• Check its history. Once you’ve picked a car you like 
from the ads, it’s imperative you check the car’s history. 
Many companies provide this service for a small fee and 
require just the car’s registration. You can also find out a 
vehicle’s MOT history via the government’s website, and 
this gives you an idea as to any faults the vehicle may 
have had, or still suffers from. 

• Ask questions. Before you even go near the car, give 
the seller a ring and ask them about it. This could save 
you hundreds of pounds by eliminating the need to travel 
and see the car if it isn’t quite right for you. 

• Get up close and personal. Once you get to the car, 
it’s time to give a thorough going over. Check that the 
engine isn’t warm - this could be a sign that the owner is 
trying to hide some mechanical faults. Look out for rust 
spots on the arches - these are prone to corrosion - and 
check underneath the car’s sills, too. 

• Look under the bonnet. Of course, checking out the 
engine is a crucial part of the inspection process. Check 
the dipstick - is the oil fresh? Also look around the oil 
filler cap - any white residue could mean a blown head 
gasket, and lead to thousands of pounds in repair bills. 
Make sure you see receipts for any work that has been 
undertaken on the car too - this will give you a better idea 
about the state of its mechanicals. 

• Check the interior. Does the interior of the car match 
the mileage? If the car has a beaten-up interior but low 
miles, it could mean the vehicle has been ‘clocked’, 
where the odometer is wound back. This is less prevalent 
in newer cars, but worth bearing in mind. 

• Do the deal. If you’ve checked the car over, reviewed 
its history and feel happy, then it’s time to make an offer. 
Don’t be afraid of pitching low - there’s a good chance 
that the seller could take it, saving you thousands. 

Remember to keep things amicable and, above 
anything, don’t be afraid to walk away if you’re not happy. 



60 CHEVROLET SPARK 1.2 5 Door, White, 

Full Body Kit, Alloys, PAS, EW, CD, 

Air Conditioning .£2999 

07 FORD FIESTA 1.4 TDCi Style 5 Door, Blue, 

Power Steering, Elec Windows, CD Player, 

Air Conditioning .£2299 

07 FORD FOCUS 1.6 LX 5 Door, Met Silver, Air 

Conditioning, Elec Windows, Power Steering, 

CD Player.£2199 

10 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Verve 5 Door, Silver, Alloy 
Wheels, Power Steering, Elec Windows, Air 
Conditioning .£2999 

08 CITROEN C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 HDi 7 Seats, 

Met Grey, Alloys, Power Steering, Elec 
Windows, Air Con.£2699 

08 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA, 1.9 Diesel, Breeze, 

7 Seats, Met Grey, Power Steering, 

Elec Windows, CD Player, Air Con .£2999 

07 DODGE CALIBER 1.8 SE 5 Door, Met Red, 

CD Player, Power Steering, Electric 
Windows, Air Conditioning .£1999 

57 FORD FOCUS 1.8 TDCi ZETEC EST 

Met Black, Alloys, Power Steering, 

Air Conditioning, Elec Windows .£2699 

08 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 5 Door, Silver, 

Power Steering, Elec Windows, 

CD Player, Air Conditioning .£2799 

59 FORD MONDEO ZETEC 2.0 TDCi Met Blue, 
Alloys, Power Steering, Elec Windows, Air 
Conditioning, CD player . £3499 

56 TOYOTA YARIS 1 .0 T2 3 Door, 

Met Silver, CD Player, Power Steering, 

Elec Windows .£2299 

FOR FULL DETAILS AND PHOTOS 
VIEW ALL OUR VEHICLES ON 

www.britanniamotor.co.uk 

in 


Powke Lane, Rowley Regis B65 OAH jg 

0121 561 5588 E 

Debit and credit cards accepted u 

CARS WANTED FOR CASH I 


Arabian Nights and Days 
with the Amarok in Oman 

By Jack Evans 

Picture the scene: There’s a two-tonne pick-up lodged 
in sand up to its axles, wheels spinning furiously while 
two people attempt to push it free. Welcome to Oman: 

The home of rocky valleys, dried-out riverbeds and - 
as we found - extremely deep sand dunes. 

But let’s take things back a little bit. Volkswagen wanted 
to showcase just what its Amarok pick-up - now featuring 
an even more powerful diesel engine - could do on some 
seriously difficult terrain, and this, as it happens, is what 
you find in Oman. 

Day one would see us introduced to our trucks. Now, 
any pick-up looks good with plenty of off-road kit fitted 
to it, but the Amarok was exceptional. A snorkel, raised 
suspension and chunky all-surface tyres had been fitted 
to make the big VW more capable on awkward surfaces - 
and in truth it made the vehicle look seriously good. 

Our first route would take in mostly motorways before 
leading up away from the sea at Fins and into the 
mountains. If you thought the UK was a hotbed for speed 
cameras, you need to go to Oman. There’s a speed trap 
nearly every few miles on the motorway, and this means 
you’re always pretty cautious about how quickly you’re 
going. 

The route quickly spikes up, heading into the Hajar 
Mountains. On tarmac, the Amarok remains predictably 
well refined, but it’s on the loose gravel and dust of the 
mountain roads where it really shines. It manages to 
shimmy around and let you know that the surface is a little 
unstable, but it never feels like it’s out of control. 

As we arrived at the Salmah Plateau - our stopover point 
for the night - we were handed a pop-up tent, a sleeping 
bag and told to pick a rock-free spot on the ground. The 
surface was too hard to drive tent pegs into, so we ended 
up weighing the tents down with large boulders from 
nearby. Rough and ready, that’s for sure, but it certainly 
reflected the ethos of the Amarok. 

Our next day’s driving would see us push further south 
into the country, heading towards the 1,000 Nights Camp 
in the middle of the desert. 

The route was fringed at many points by wadis. These 
dried-out river beds are large and wide, and created 
by frequent torrents gushing down the mountains after 
heavy rainfall. We stop briefly in the middle of one as a 
guide tells us how many unsuspecting drivers leave their 
cars in the wadis and return after it’s rained to find them 
completely washed away. Needless to say, we hurry 
onwards shortly afterwards. 

After a quick stopover at midday we mount up once 




The route for our triptook in long, dusty trails that snake through the desert 


more and head towards the desert. Stopping at the 
small town of Al Mintarib on the outskirts, we drop the air 
pressure in the tyres. Lower tyres, after all, make for better 
traction on sand. 

As we head out of the town, the tarmac quickly drops 
away and gives way to sand - lots and lots of sand. 

Now, I’ll happily admit that I haven’t driven on sand 
before. Snow? Yes. Gravel? Forget about it. Sand, 
however, proved to be a new challenge. 

Driving up the first incline, I got stuck. Wheels spinning, 
sending sand up into the air, there was little I could do to 
get moving. Thankfully, though, with a bit of pushing from 
some others in the group, I managed to get free. 

After a few more successful dunes, a steeper incline 
appeared. I’d learnt by now that the best option was to hit 
the deeper sections as hard as possible - speed is a bit of 
an ally when it comes to sand driving, apparently. 

Thankfully, the approach worked and the truck flew 
up the slope with little effort, though a large bump in the 
middle was - according to those stood watching - a result 
of the truck taking off from the ground. Maybe a little too 
much speed then... 


At the top of the hill I leave the truck to have a look at the 
remaining Amaroks attempting the climb. Most make it to 
the top and move onwards, but some reach the summit 
and then immediately get stuck. Many get properly 
beached, and it takes a few hours to move them out. 

By the time all the trucks are freed it’s dark. Thankfully, 
our overnight stopover is in the middle of the dunes. The 
1,000 Nights Camp proves to be the ideal place to park 
up after a long day. 

The next day sees us rolling back to Muscat. The route 
takes in long, dusty trails that snake through the desert 
towards Al Mintarib. There, we reinflate the tyres and hit 
the tarmac. 

After driving on sand for so long, firm ground seems 
strange - you’re almost expecting it to shift around 
underneath you. 

Arriving at our final hotel, I say goodbye to ‘my’ Amarok. 
With hundreds of miles covered and many difficult 
conditions conquered, it was a hard farewell. However, 
the big Volkswagen more than proved its worth, and 
showed that despite being comfortable and refined, it can 
more than take on the rough stuff. 


Expect the unexpected out of town 



Be aware of what be around the corner 


Road safety and breakdown 
organisation GEM Motoring Assist is 
urging drivers to pay extra attention 
on rural road journeys this summer. 
Although traffic levels are generally 
lighter, rural roads account for nearly 
60% of all fatalities (a total of 943 in 
2015, compared with 577 on urban 
roads). 

GEM road safety officer Neil Worth says: 
“Driving in the countryside is usually a 
great pleasure, with good views, quiet 
roads and a variety of interesting terrain. 

“But a narrow, twisting road offers very 
little clue as to what might be round the 
next bend. 

“That’s why we’re urging drivers to 
expect the unexpected and to make sure 
they have time and space to stop safely if 
necessary. 

“What’s round the corner on a rural road 
with restricted visibility? 

“It could be another car or a motorcycle 
coming towards you too fast, a group 
of cyclists on a ride out, sheep or cattle 
crossing the road, a horse and rider, 
a wild animal, a slow-moving farm 
tractor... 

“The point is that until you have perfect 


sight of what’s ahead, you need to be 
ready to anticipate what could be there. 

“By adjusting your speed and your 
position accordingly, you’re doing your bit 
to keep yourself and the other road users 
safe.” 

GEM has prepared a selection of simple 
driver tips to help improve rural road 
safety: 

• Make sure you use any existing 
signage to help you. 

Usual signs include a series of white 
chevron signs on a black background, 
indicating a sharp bend. 

Slow down, even if the posted speed 
limit is 30 mph. 

• The narrowness of country lanes 
means that passing places are sometimes 
provided into embankments or verges. 

Be prepared to reverse into these if 
necessary. 

• Stay safe by never exceeding the 
signed limit. 

Country lanes are often used as a short 
cut or an escape from congested main 
roads. 

Using them may actually be a longer 
way round to your destination leading you 
to be in a hurry. Slow down. 


• Country lanes may be in a poor state 
of repair. At any sign of this be ready for 
pot-holes and other broken surfaces that 
can seriously damage your vehicle. 


• Give horse riders a very slow and 
wide berth and keep your distance until it 
becomes safe to pull past. 

Follow GEM on Twitter @MotoringAssist 























Colin Brazier and Mel Eves sign shirts Ex-boss Graham Turner with former players Robbie Dennison and Andy Thompson Chairman of the Former Players’ Association Richard Green 



Phil Parkes, Willie Carr and Steve Kindon meet up again 



Dave Jones and Graham Turner with host Sky Sports presenter Johnny Phillips 


Former star Eves: Wolves 
golden days here again 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Tim Spiers 


Kenny Hibbitt, Derek Parkin and Norman Bell at the 30th anniversary dinner 


“It is really heart-warming 
to see as a Wolves fan that 
we are back in the Premier 
League. ” 


WOLVES legend Mel Eves says this sea¬ 
son has been ‘one of the best’ in recent 
years after the club won the Champion¬ 
ship title and promotion to the Premier 
League. 

The former striker, who netted 44 league 
goals for the club during a nine-year spell in 
which he played 180 games, declared the foot¬ 
ball under Nuno Espirito Santo a joy to watch 
this season. 

Wolves were crowned the Championship winners 
after thrashing Bolton 4-0. 

Eves spoke during the 30th anniversary dinner of 
the Wolves Former Players’ Association at Molineux 
on April 19. 

Shrewd 

Eves, who later represented the likes of Sheffield 
United and Gillingham, said: “It has been an absolute 
joy this season to watch the football on show. 

“It has been one of the best seasons that I think 
most people can remember, certainly since the team 
were doing really well. 

“Under Mick McCarthy we did well but we were 
really surviving. We weren’t expected to do nothing 
more than be OK. 

“The Fosun group, they mean business. But you 
also have to be very shrewd in the players that you 
bring in, the manager you bring in, and the way you 


integrate everything and get everyone singing off the 
same hymn sheet. 

“From the original 1950s team, Wolves were the 
best in Europe let alone this country. 

“That is why Wolves have got their heritage and 
why older guys, like me and generations gone by, ap¬ 
preciate Wolves are a big club. 

“Make no mistake about it, they are a big club. 

“It is really heart-warming to see as a Wolves fan 
that we are back in the Premier League. 

“Congratulations to everyone involved at Wolves 
from the top down. 

“The manager Nuno, the fans love him, everyone 
loves him.” 

Former Wolves players turned out in force for the 
special event. 

Among them was former defender Jody Craddock, 
an artist who has painted portraits of the current 


players, which have been used on the covers of match 
day programmes. 

Craddock said: “It is brilliant to come along. I enjoy 
catching up with all the old players 

“It has been a tremendous season and we have 
played some superb football. 

“It is nice to be involved in such a fantastic season. 
When I started (my artwork) I didn’t realise we would 
get promoted but it has worked out fantastic. To be 
asked to do it is an honour. 

“That will be part of history now forever. It is nice 
for me as an artist and an ex-player.” 

Former goalkeeper Phil Parkes said: “It is great to 
be here, all the lads get back together. 

“It has been a different type of football this past 
season. 

“What the club have done this season has been fan¬ 
tastic.” 



Coady: Players will 
miss Premier derby 

WOLVES captain Conor Coady says winning the Championship is ‘the best 
feeling in the world’ - but admits he would miss the atmosphere of a derby 
should no West Midlands rivals join them in the Premier League. 

The 25-year-old admits the players are ‘a little bit disappointed’ there 
would be no Black Country derby if the Baggies are relegated. 

Coady, speaking as a guest of BBC Radio Merseyside in his home city of 
Liverpool, said: “It’s the best feeling in the world (to be champions), to get 
promoted that weekend. But to beat Bolton 4-0 knowing we’d already been 
promoted, and the performance the boys put in just shows the character 
they’ve got.” 

But he added he would have loved to take on Black Country rivals Albion. 
“You want to play West Brom, as a Wolves player, as a Wolves fan,” he said. 

“They all want to play West Brom, we really do. We want to play them 
and experience that atmosphere because we all know what it can be like.” 


Heart rules head to 
keep Heathens racing 

CRADLEY Heathens bosses have revealed how they let the heart rule the 
head to keep the club in action this season. 

Club director Nigel Pearson told a packed fans forum organised by the 
Heathens Supporters Trust how they were within a whisker of closing last 
October after eight seasons at National League level. 

No new home track, fewer dates available at Wolverhampton and finan¬ 
cial losses when staging home meetings at Birmingham left the club in 
crisis. But Pearson said: “My head told me to close the club and I think 
the same applied to my colleagues. However, the heart told me different. 

“We still have a loyal fanbase and fantastic support from Dean and Adam 
Bridge at Motor Market, plus the tremendous partnership with Dr Rod 
Brooks. The last three seasons have been tough, the fact is when we have 
to host meetings away from Monmore it doesn’t work financially.” 

Heathens take on Stoke Potters at 7.30pm on Monday in the National 
Trophy at Monmore. Sunday’s fixture against Coventry was postponed. 


Footballers hoping 
to score with charity 

TWO brothers hope a five-a-side football tournament will prove a winner 
for charity. Gurcharan and Herjinder Bhujhangy, of Halesowen, are organ¬ 
ising the tournament in aid of the British Heart Foundation. 

It takes place at Goals, Cakemore Road, Blackheath, on Saturday, June 3. 
Teams can enter a maximum of seven players per team, with adult teams 
costing £70 and children’s teams at £30. Register at Goals on 0121 561 3000 
or via Gurcharan on 07762 521584 before May. 21 
This is the third time the brothers have organised the annual event for 
the BHF. The fundraising total for 2017 was £1,075. They originally sup¬ 
ported the BHF as a result of losing their father Dalbir Khanpur Bhu¬ 
jhangy, aged 59, as a result of heart failure in November 2008. He was part 
of the legendary Bhujhangy bhangra group, formed in Smethwick in 1967. 
Tragically, the brothers have since also lost a friend, Harman Dhami, 37. 

Gurcharan said: “This football tournament is a tribute to these two great 
men.” 
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Stablemate 
tips ‘Bomber’ 
for title glory 

FRESH from a win at Villa Park in 
March, boxer Shaka Thompson faces a 
quick turnaround as he features on the 
Jason Welborn/Tommy Langford un¬ 
dercard at Walsall Town Hall tomorrow 
night (Friday). 

Super middleweight Thompson fea¬ 
tures on BCB Promotions’ ‘Neutral 
Ground’ show, with Tividale’s Welborn 
and Birmingham’s Langford top of the 
bill in a British title clash. 

Thompson trains at the same gym as 
British middleweight champion Lang¬ 
ford - aka The Baggies Bomber - and 
is confident his stablemate will get the 
job done. “It’s a very entertaining match 
up,” said Thompson. 

“Fve seen Jason Welborn box before. 
He is a tough, come forward boxer but 
I train alongside Tommy everyday and I 
believe he will be coming out the victor.” 

Thompson added he was keen to show 
off his abilities in front of a large crowd. 

“It’s beneficial for me to be back in the 
ring as soon as I am because it allows me 
to be sharp and grow with experience. At 
the moment I’m still in the early stages 
of my pro career, I’m only 22 so I’ve got 
time on my side.” 

Tickets, for Langford versus Welborn, 
priced at £50 standard unreserved and 
£150 VIP ringside, are on sale at 0845 
111 2900. 

The undercard also features Rowley 
Regis’ Tyler Denny, Doncaster heavy¬ 
weight and two-time Commonwealth 
title challenger Dave Allen, Walsall 
featherweight Rachel Ball, Swadlincote 
super welterweight Ross Hollis and Bir¬ 
mingham super lightweight Kane Baker. 

Undefeated Mets 
dash play-off hopes 

WEST BROM Basketball Club’s season 
ended in a comprehensive 114-69 defeat 
to unbeaten Birmingham Mets in their 
West Midlands Premier Division play-off 
semi-final clash. 

Going into the game without several 
starters, West Brom were up against it 
from the beginning against the strongest 
team in the league and by the end of the 
first half had a 20-point deficit. 

With Mets in complete control, West 
Brom managed to shock them to begin 
the third quarter, reducing the lead to 
just 13 points before the Sutton Cold¬ 
field side began to find their groove once 
more. 

After ending the quarter strongly, the 
final one was a formality for the hosts, 
who cruised home to secure their place 
in the play-off final. 

Player/coach Liam Sheridan was dis¬ 
appointed to see his side’s season come 
to an end, but added he was looking for 
more consistency next season. 

“Despite losing by a big margin we 
were only outscored by a handful of 
points in the second and third quarters, 
so it’s our goal to find consistency mov¬ 
ing forward into next season,” he said. 


Brummies take first leg advantage 


BIRMINGHAM produced a strong second half 
showing to seal a 51-38 home win over Kent in 
a challenge fixture. The return leg, due to played 
on Monday night, was called off. 

Sunday’s clash at Buxton was also cancelled 
due to an unsafe track. 

In last Wednesday’s visit of Kent, the Edwards 
Plumbing Brummies trailed for the opening ten 
races, but registered four heat advantages in the 
final five to record their third straight victory, 
taking a 13-point advantage into the second leg. 

When reserve Arran Butcher took an awkward 


spill in Heat Two, it meant Leon Flint was in for 
a busy night. While Butcher was sent for an X-ray 
to check out a battered and bruised elbow, Flint 
took all seven of his programmed rides. 

The 15-year-old bagged three race wins on his 
way to 16 points and was voted Rider of the Night 
by Geoff Elliott. 

Heat-leader trio Mitchell Davey, Tom Bacon 
and Danyon Hume pulled off two heat victories 
apiece as they combined for 29 of Birmingham’s 
total points. 

The Edwards Plumbing Brummies are back at 


Perry Barr next Wednesday, May 9, when Mild- 
enhall visit in the Knockout Cup. 

Former rider Ari Koponen has died at the age 
of 58. The popular Finn racked up more than 800 
points during a spell with Brummies from 1978- 
82. He was crowned Finnish champion in 1983 
and also reached the World Under-21 Final on 
two occasions in 1979 and 1980. 

• CRADLEY Heathens are back in action on 
Monday. They race against Stoke Potters in the 
National Trophy at at 7.30pm. Sunday's clash 
against Coventry at Leicester was postponed. 


MOORE ALBION 
UNCERTAINTY 


Winning Double for racing pair 



Wright, centre left, and Siviter, proudly take the top step. Picture: Alex James Photography 


DARREN Moore says he is still 
not thinking about becoming 
Albion’s full-time head coach 
despite extending his unbeat¬ 
en run as caretaker boss to 
four games. 

The Baggies beat Newcastle United 
1-0 at St James’ Park on Saturday to 
again prolong their relegation to the 
Championship. Matt Phillips hit the 
winner, with Albion also keeping a sec¬ 
ond successive clean sheet. 

Moore has now picked up eight points from 
his first four games, which is as many as Alan 
Pardew mustered from 18 league fixtures. 

The caretaker boss also beaten two Champi¬ 
ons League winning managers 
in Jose Mourinho and Rafa Be¬ 
nitez along the way. 

Calls to consider him for the 
position are growing louder 
from an adoring fanbase, but 
Moore is refusing to get carried 
away. He said: “I’m answering 
a situation and it genuinely 
honestly is on to the next game, 
that’s how I’ve approached it.” 
Ben Foster, meanwhile, 
hopes Albion’s resurgence under Moore will en¬ 
courage his team-mates to stick around instead 
of jumping ship in summer. 

The goalkeeper, who has already publicly 
pledged his future to the Baggies for next sea¬ 
son, alongside fellow senior player Chris Brunt, 
hopes the positive end to the season will give oth¬ 
ers contemplating their future second thoughts. 

“We’ve got a few players who have already said 
that they’ll be here next season no matter what 
and try to help us get back up,” he said. 

“I hope this run will have convinced a few more 
players to stick around and help the cause even if 
we do have to rebuild a bit and bring a few more 
players in.” 


IT was business as usual for the Double Two 
Racing boys - minus some of the occasional 
drama - as the team raced to another victory. 

Black Country pair Pete Wright and Martyn 
Siviter made it back-to-back wins after two 
rounds of the No Limits Endurance champion¬ 
ship at Cad well Park in Lincolnshire. 

Wright, from Tividale, started seventh on the 
grid but first in the Club 600 class in the three- 
hour race. A third of the way into his stint, 
Wright was passed by eventual National 600 
winners Pertemps Racing. Sponsorship team 
Track Prep Racing pulled off a cracking 20-sec- 


ond pit stop and sent Siviter, from Blackheath, 
on his way to chase down Pertemps’ Colin Nor¬ 
ris. 

Siviter was holding first in the Club 600 class 
by two laps, and sitting third in National 600 
while catching Pertemps every lap but peeled 
into pit lane to send Wright out for his second 
stint. 

The Track Prep team cut the pit stop time 
down to 17 seconds to send Siviter on his way 
in spitting rain. His lap times started picking 
up and he bought the team home first in Club 
600, third in National 600 and ninth overall. 



Darren Moore 


Rayhaan’s 
hometown 
hero hopes 
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ALBION youngster Rayhaan Tulloch is 
set to feature in the European under-17s 
championships, which kick off on home 
soil - and is gearing up by watching 
team-mate Daniel Sturridge in training. 

The Euros kick off tomorrow (Friday) 
and the promising 17-year-old forward, 
who signed his first 
professional Albion 
contract last month, 
could line up for 
England’s Group A 
opener against Italy 
at the Banks’s Sta¬ 
dium on Monday. 

Tulloch bagged a 
hat-trick for the un¬ 
der-18s two week¬ 
ends ago to take his I 
tally for the season I 
to 14 goals from 13 Rayhaan Tulloch 
games. He’s also 

scored for the under-23s and was named 
on the bench for the first team when Al¬ 
bion visited Swansea City in December. 

Sturridge may not have had the de¬ 
sired impact on the pitch since his loan 
move in January, but Tulloch has been 
keeping a keen eye on the Liverpool ace 
in training. 

“Sturridge’s finishing - it’s so good,” 
said Tulloch. “It’s smart finishing that 
takes years of practice.” 

He added: “It’s exciting because one of 
the games is at Walsall and that’s where 
I live. It’s my home town so, if selected, 
hopefully my friends and family will 
come down.” 


Houu f s that for a 
cricket experience? 

YOUNGSTERS can enjoy their first 
cricketing experience with a new pro¬ 
gramme aimed at five-to-eight-year- 
olds. 

The All Stars Cricket initiative, deliv¬ 
ered by the England and Wales Cricket 
Board, is running at Wednesbury 
Cricket Club, Wood Green Road, on Fri¬ 
days, 6-7pm from May 11 to June 29. 

Each child that registers will receive 
a goody bag including a cricket bat, ball, 
activity book, personalised shirt and cap. 

Register at www.allstarscricket.co.uk 
or for more details, call Adam Night¬ 
ingale on 07414 935794 or email ad 
am-nightingale@hotmail.co.uk 
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